
A comparative analysis of 
civil resistance in Cuba 

from February 2004 through 
January 2005

The Cuban dissident movement 
led 1,805 acts of nonviolent protest 
between February 2004 and January 
2005. Most of these were related 
to the campaign to free political 
prisoners and included vigils, hunger 
strikes and fasts as well as public 
protests with the same aims. During 
this period, 19 new independent 
libraries were established and 21 
new civil institutions were founded. 
Cuban citizens also led numerous 
street protests demanding that their 
rights be respected or raising their 
voice against specifi c injustices. 
There was an observable increase in 
civil activism during this period and 
a clear recovery of the spaces that 
the Havana regime tried to suppress 
with its wave of repression in 2003.
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• Carried out 1,805 acts of nonviolent civil protest.
•  Organized 1,371 vigils for the freedom without exile of Cuban political prisoners.
• Founded 19 independent libraries and 7 new civil society organizations.
• Founded 14 independent labor unions.
• Published 11 independent newsletters.
• Organized 8 training courses.
• Promoted 5 public campaigns calling for citizen participation.
•  Led numerous marches through the streets of Havana and other cities around the 

country.

Margarito Broche Espinosa.
National Association of  Rafters for Peace,
Democracy and Freedom

“When you are fi ghting for 
the wellbeing of your people, 
the most important thing is 
to keep fi ghting, regardless 
of the sacrifi ces necessary.”  

“We are not moved by feelings of hate, ran-
cor, revenge or personal interest and that is 
how we plan to reach the inevitable process 
of a true transition to democracy. That is 
not our goal but rather the necessary point 
from which we can begin to rescue and reaf-
fi rm the moral, democratic and ethical val-
ues we need to construct a new homeland. 

Jorge Luis García Pérez “Antúnez”
Combinado del Este Prison, Havana

Main achievements of the Cuban civil resistance 
movement in 2004:
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The renowned dissident who fought the Communist dictatorship in his 
country and the former president of  the Czech Republic, Vaclav Havel, 
opposite a photo of  the then-imprisoned Cuban poet and independent 
journalist, Raúl Rivero. Havel founded the International Committee for 
Democracy in Cuba, the fi rst meeting of  which took place in Prague on 
September 16-19, 2004.
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“Allow me to begin by thank-
ing all those who have accepted 
the invitation to join the Inter-

national Committee for Democ-
racy in Cuba, as well as those who 

have come to this conference or 
expressed interest in coming. 

“Things are going to change soon 
in Cuba, 15 or more years after 

the historical changes that befell 
Central and Eastern Europe. We 
had had the experience of a com-

munist system for the fi rst time in 
our history and, therefore, we were 

also novices at post-communism, 
with all of the specifi cs, problems 
and tasks that arose in the early 

years of that period. Our duty today 
is not only to express solidarity 

with freethinking Cubans but also 
to draw on our own post-communist 
experience to think about what will 

follow the changes and to express, 
transmit and offer our experience to 
our Cuban friends and to offer some 
warnings so that they avoid the er-

rors that we unwittingly committed.

Vaclav Havel
September 16, 2004



           5 STEPS TO FREEDOM

“A specter is haunting Europe: the specter of what 
in the West is called “dissent.” This specter has not 
appeared out of thin air. It is a natural and inevi-
table consequence of the present historical phase 
of the system it is haunting. It was born at a time 
when this system, for a thousand reasons, can no 
longer base itself on the unadulterated, brutal, 
and arbitrary application of power, eliminating 
all expressions of nonconformity. What is more, 
the system has become so ossifi ed politically that 
there is practically no way for such nonconformity 
to be implemented within its offi cial structures.”

Vaclav Havel, “The Power of the Powerless.”

a

JOHN SUÁREZ
Twenty six years ago it was in Europe; today 

the specter is haunting Cuba’s ossifi ed dictator-
ship, which is incapable of reform. Despite the 
regime’s efforts in 2003 to crush the dissident 
movement via massive arrests and a campaign of 
terror, 2004 has proven that the dissident move-
ment is, to use Vaclav Havel’s words, fi rst writ-
ten in 1978 for Eastern Europe but applicable 
to Cuba today, “a natural and inevitable conse-
quence of the present historical phase of the sys-
tem it is haunting.”

The Ladies in White made headlines around 
the world in 2004, and one in particular, Berta 
Soler Fernandez, led the campaign to have her 
husband, prisoner of conscience Angel Moya 
Acosta, receive proper medical treatment by or-
ganizing a sit-in at the Revolutionary Plaza in 
Havana until her husband was attended to. The 
regime, after much international exposure, and 
a large state security operation in the middle of 
the night to break up the demonstration, gave in 
to her demands. 

On Tuesday, October 5, 2004 Berta Soler Fer-
nandez delivered a letter addressed to Fidel Cas-
tro describing her husband’s plight to the state 
offi ces behind the Jose Marti monument in Revo-
lution Square. Later that same day, joined by fi ve 
other wives of Cuban prisoners of conscience, she 
went again, this time prepared with food, water, 
and blankets. Berta then declared to internation-

al media:  “I am going to wait here until I see my 
husband with my own eyes or I get arrested.”

Thirty hours after Berta began the protest, a 
regime offi cial approached her on the afternoon 
of October 6, 2004 to tell her that they were try-
ing to fi nd a solution to her husband’s case. She 
met with the offi cial in their offi ces for close to 
an hour. She returned to continue the protest. 
The fi nal repressive reaction of the government, 
as Gisela Delgado, wife of a fellow political pris-
oner, related to Reuters, “was a huge operation 
with lots of cars at 3 a.m. [on Thursday October 
7, 2004]. They took us by the arms and told us 
we had to go with them and drove us home in La-
das.” Later that same day the protesters learned 
that their primary demand had been met: Angel 
Moya Acosta was moved to a military hospital 
and is now awaiting surgery for his back.

Although not as high profi le, the showing of 
documentaries critical of the dictatorship by dis-
sident groups inside of Cuba combined with the 
continued work of Cuba’s independent journalists 
and librarians may indicate that the regime mo-
nopoly over information is being challenged. In 
February of 2005 the fi lm short, “Monte Rouge”, 
written by Eduardo del Llano and starring offi -
cial Cuban actors Luis Alberto García, and Nés-
tor Jiménez makes international newswires with 
descriptions of the fi lm’s satirical exposé of the 
pervasive presence of Cuban state security in ev-
ery day Cuban life. A short time later, copies of 
the video are streamed online over the internet 
and has a tremendous impact abroad. This con-
stitutes another sign of the break down of fear in 
Cuban society. 

The growth and spread of the Cuban opposi-
tion from a Havana-based movement to a nation-
al movement with increasing numbers, able to 
organize sustained projects and campaigns, has 
been demonstrated over the past decade in Steps 
to Freedom. The formation of a coalition of over a 
hundred independent organizations agreeing to 
form Concilio Cubano, and the regime’s extreme 
reaction: the shoot down of the Brothers to the 
Rescue planes and a massive nationwide crack-
down on the opposition that sought to meet on 
February 24, 1996 demonstrates the regime’s 
panic at Cubans meeting to talk and plan for the 
future. Nevertheless, the opposition picked itself 

A Specter is haunting Cuba: “Dissent”
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up and went on. 
On July 16, 1997 Vladimiro Roca, Félix Bonne, 

René Gómez and Marta Beatriz Roque made pub-
lic a document called The Homeland Belongs to 
All refuting the Communist Party’s version of 
modern Cuban history and organized a press con-
ference to publicize it. They were detained, tried 
behind closed doors and imprisoned for years. The 
impact of the visit of the Pope and the growth of 
opposition activities in the island is documented 
by Steps to Freedom. 

On June 7, 1999 Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet initiat-
ed a 40 day fast for justice and God’s intercession 
at Tamarindo 34 in Havana. This fast concluded 
on July 16, 1999, 40 days later with extensive 
coverage from the international press. During 
those 40 days dozens of fasting centers emerged 
all throughout the island, and thousands of Cu-
bans participated either in the fast or in acts of 
solidarity with the fasters. Members of the op-
position who took part where able to achieve in 
1999 what had been denied in 1996: a sustained 
dialogue among Cubans about the future of their 
nation while refl ecting on the obstacles present. 
Following this action Dr. Biscet continued to or-
ganize teach-ins on non-violence and civil dis-
obedience followed by a press conference in No-
vember of 1999 announcing a protest at Butari 
Park on November 10, 1999.  He was detained 
following the press conference for having had 
the Cuban fl ag upside down during the event, 
and served a three year prison sentence. Despite 
his arrest the protest took place. Following his 
release on October 31, 2002 from prison after a 
three year sentence for hanging the Cuban fl ag 
upside down, Biscet organized a press conference 
to denounce prison conditions, and called on the 
Red Cross to be granted access to the Cuban pris-
ons. He also began to educate Cubans in small 
gatherings at activists’ homes on how to exercise 
their human rights and engage in acts of civil 
disobedience.  He was rearrested on December 
6, 2002 and roughed up as he and others held a 
sit-in when state security forces disrupted their 
human rights class. On April 10, 2003 Dr. Oscar 
Elias Biscet was tried summarily and sentenced 
to 25 years in prison along with 75 others.

The experience of the 40-day fast demonstrated 
that Cuba’s national civic movement could orga-
nize and carry out a sustained nationwide action. 
This would lead to the greatest accomplishment 
carried out by Cuba’s civil society to date and that 
is The Varela Project. Named after Father Felix 
Varela, a Cuban Catholic priest and nationalist 
from the 19th century, and launched by Oswaldo 

José Payá Sardiñas, Miguel Saludes García, Juan 
Antonio Rodríguez Avila, and Antonio Ramón 
Diaz Sánchez, Project Varela used Article 88g of 
the current Cuban Constitution to gather 10,000 
signatures and petition the Cuban national as-
sembly for a national referendum. In May of 2002 
Oswaldo Paya Sardiñas along with other organiz-
ers turned in 11,020 signatures to the National 
Assembly. Following the regime’s intransigence 
and refusal to follow its own laws the following 
year an additional 14,000 signatures were turned 
in bringing the total to more than 25,000 petition-
ers. 25,000 Cuban citizens who had signed their 
names, given their home addresses, and identifi -
cation numbers stating clearly that they wanted 
the existing regime overhauled in order to come 
into compliance with international human rights 
standards that are today systematically denied 
in Cuba. Oswaldo Paya Sardiñas won the Euro-
pean Union’s Sakharov Prize in 2002.

Finally, the regime’s intransigence and inca-
pacity for reform was demonstrated in 2004 by its 
recentralization of the economy and its halting of 
minor economic reforms made in the early nine-
ties and retrenchment along a Stalinist model. 
This retrenchment in repression and terror are 
instruments for the regime to preserve power. 

September 2004 also marked another impor-
tant milestone for Cuba’s national civic move-
ment with the mobilization of civic and demo-
cratic leaders led by Vaclav Havel in forming in 
Prague an international committee in solidarity 
with this movement. The committee, hosted by 
former Costa Rican president Luis Alberto Monge 
held another gathering in mid-November on the 
eve of the Ibero-American summit to discuss Cu-
ba’s national civic movement and to re-affi rm the 
commitment made by Latin American leaders in 
Prague.

Internationally, intellectuals and journalists 
continued to denounce the mass arrest of Cuban 
independent journalists, independent librarians 
and Project Varela petition gatherers. Important 
honors were received by Cuban prisoners of con-
science in 2004:  Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet was hon-
ored with an Honorary Degree from Miami Dade 
Community College. Cuban journalist Raúl Rive-
ro Castañeda was awarded the UNESCO/Guill-
ermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize for 2004 
by UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsu-
ura, on the recommendation of an international 
jury. Oswaldo Paya Sardiñas and Vladimiro Roca 
had their essays published in prominent newspa-
pers around the world. A representative of Os-
waldo Paya Sardiñas read a statement written 
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by Paya Sardiñas into the formal record of the 
United Nations Human Rights Commission. The 
Pedro Luis Boitel Liberty prize was awarded to 
Bertha Antúnez Pernet (in absentia) in a hall of 
the Costa Rican Legislative Assembly. Finally, 
Oswaldo Paya Sardiñas was nominated for the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

Cuba’s democratic opposition is in agreement 
on both the ends and fundamentally the means to 
achieve them, but as always there are important 
differences in the details. All major opposition 
groups are agreed that respect for human rights, 
and the restoration of democracy are the end 
goals of this struggle. Furthermore they are in 
fundamental agreement that non-violent means 
are the best way to achieve these goals. Neverthe-
less, there is a healthy conversation taking place 
in the opposition with regards to achieving their 
shared goal. Today’s diversity of opinions in the 

opposition to Castro is a solid basis for building 
Cuban democracy. This conversation within the 
opposition is a positive development for Cuba’s 
future democracy. Contrast it with Fidel Castro 
who laid his groundwork for Cuban totalitarian-
ism in the Sierra Maestra, in the struggle against 
Batista, by silencing dissent: executing, impris-
oning for decades, or forcing into exile the men 
and women who disagreed with him. 

The ends do not justify the means but on the 
contrary the means defi ne the ends. The report 
you hold in your hands offers both a qualitative 
and quantitative analysis of this ongoing struggle 
for ordered liberty in Cuba and its accomplish-
ments to the present day.

Berta Soler, the wife of  political 
prisoner Ángel Moya, wrote a 
letter to Fidel Castro requesting 
that her husband be transferred 
to a hospital to receive medical 
treatment. Moya, who was jailed 
along with 74 fellow dissidents, 
was sentenced to 20 years in 
prison. Soler received support 
from the Ladies in White, who 
staged a sit-in at the Plaza of  the 
Revolution on October 5, 2004. 
Although they were forced to 
leave the place the following day, 
the authorities granted Soler’s 
request and Moya received 
medical treatment. 

REUTERS
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During the days of 17, 18 and 19 September we 
have met in Prague, capital of the Czech Repub-
lic, to support the struggle for democratic change 
in Cuba. Former heads of state, current minis-
ters and representatives from the European 
Union and Latin America, leaders from interna-
tional and regional organizations, intellectuals, 
academics, human rights activists and members 
of non-governmental organizations, members of 
parliaments from Europe and Latin America, 
and representatives of the Cuban civic move-
ment have participated in this forum. Partici-
pants have included representatives from the full 
range of the ideological spectrum, among them 
social democrats, Christian democrats, liberals 
and conservatives.

It is inconceivable and unacceptable that people 
continue to be imprisoned in Cuba for their ide-
als and peaceful political activity. We know that 
the majority of Cubans desire nonviolent demo-
cratic change in order to establish freedom and 
democracy in their land. Furthermore, all of us 
here are convinced of the necessity of this change 
due to the contact we maintain not just with the 
pro democracy movement, but also with the si-
lent majority of citizens who are paralyzed by the 
fear of repression.

The true source of sovereignty lies in the exer-
cise of their innate rights by the citizens of any 
given country. A people are not sovereign if they 
cannot exercise these rights, if they cannot freely 
elect their political representatives from differ-
ent ideological options, if they cannot count on 
the existence of an independent judiciary to bal-
ance the power of the government. We defend 
Cuban sovereignty when we defend the right of 
the Cuban people to democracy and when we in-
sist that the Cuban government comply with the 
international agreements on democracy and hu-
man rights that it has signed.

Without a general amnesty for all political pris-
oners, recuperation of civil liberties and free gen-

eral multiparty elections the Cuban people can-
not fully exercise their sovereignty.

Our goal is to help create the conditions so that 
the Cuban people can bring about democracy 
through a nonviolent transition. Our priority is 
to strengthen the civil society and civic move-
ment that are bringing about that democracy. In 
order to accomplish this, we seek to set out com-
mon objectives for a general plan of support for 
democracy in Cuba that can be implemented in a 
coordinated manner at different levels and from 
different parts of the world. The task of general 
coordination and support for this plan will cor-
respond to the International Committee for De-
mocracy in Cuba.

The following mechanisms must be established 
in order to help create the conditions so that the 
Cuban people can freely choose the political and 
economic system they desire:

• Creation of an international network of non-
governmental organizations that have ex-
pressed solidarity with democracy in Cuba.

• Creation of an international network of parlia-
mentarians in support of democracy in Cuba.

• Creation of a President’s Task Force in Sup-
port of Democracy in Cuba.

• An international commission of experts that 
will pool resources from the transition expe-
riences in Europe and Latin America to aid 
the Cuban people in their own transition to 
democracy.

These mechanisms will function according to a 
general work plan whose priorities will be:

To insist that the international community does 
not and will not tolerate any human rights viola-
tions in Cuba. This is vital in order to support the 
current victims and prevent future violations.

The following measures will be implemented in 
order to contribute to this goal:

• Coordination of the international adoption of 
political prisoners by MPs and NGOs.

• Preparation of a list of members of the Castro 

PRAGUE  
MEMORANDUM
International Committee for 
Democracy in Cuba
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Regime directly linked to human rights viola-
tions and seek that they not be granted travel 
visas to democratic countries.

• Mobilization of youth, women and civil society 
from around the world in order to condemn 
human rights violations in Cuba, which can 
only be achieved through a general amnesty 
and recuperation of civil liberties.

To achieve greater international recognition 
and legitimacy for the Cuban civic movement 
through:

• Support for the current European Common 
Position on Cuba.

• Creation of a regional Latin American Work-
ing Group that will work to open the doors of 
the Latin American embassies in Havana to 
contact with the Cuban civic movement.

• Creation of a President’s Task Force in Sup-
port of Democracy in Cuba, which will offer 
itself as a mediating body to aid the Cuban 
opposition in establishing fundamental agree-
ments on cooperation and coordination that 
will lead to a peaceful transition to democracy 
and rule of law.

• Furthermore, it will be a vital priority of this 
plan to aid the Cuban people in their transi-
tion to democracy through the creation of an 
international commission that will pool the 
experiences of transition in Europe and Latin 
America in order to aid the Cuban people in 
the construction of a democratic polity

We acknowledge the ‘Manifesto for the Liberty 
of Prisoners of Conscience in Cuba’ presented by 
José María Aznar at this summit and share its 

objective of an international campaign for a gen-
eral amnesty for Cuban political prisoners.

The ICDC commits itself to long term work 
on behalf of Cuban democracy so that one day 
all Cuban citizens live in dignity and be able to 
fully exercise their rights as human beings. This 
summit marks the beginning of a concerted in-
ternational effort to aid Cuba in becoming a full 
member of the world democratic community. We 
are convinced that through their own efforts and 
with international solidarity, Cubans will one day 
enjoy the true peace that only freedom brings. It 
is to this worthy goal that we fully commit our 
efforts.

For the Committee:
Marcos Aguinis
Patricio Aylwin
Kim Campbell 
Philip Dimitrov 
Václav Havel 
Jeane J. Kirkpatrick 
Mart Laar 
Luis Alberto Lacalle 
Cecilia Malmström 
Luis Alberto Monge 
Matti Wuori

The former presidents and 
prime ministers that joined the 
President of  the Czech Senate, 
the event’s host, at the Prague 

Summit. From left to right, they 
are: former president of  Chile 

Patricio Alwyn, former president 
of  Uruguay Luis Alberto Lacalle, 

President of  the Czech Senate 
Petr Pithard, former Bulgarian 

Prime Minister Philip Dimitrov, 
former Costa Rican President 
Luis Alberto Monge, former 
Spanish President José María 

Aznar, former Czech Republic 
President Vaclav Havel, and 

former Estonian Prime Minister 
Mart Laar. AFP
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Development of nonviolent 
civil protest in 2004

The results of the nonviolent acts of civil resis-
tance in Cuba during 2004 carry on the trends 
that began in 2003 and early 2004 in response 
to the wave of repression carried out by the Cu-
ban government in March 2003. These tenden-
cies of resistance were basically manifested in 
the growth of acts of protests and persuasion and 
the marked reduction of acts of intervention and 
non-cooperation. 

What does this suggest?
This suggests that while the total number 

of instances of civil resistance on the island in-
creased, the intensity of these acts in the most 
advanced stages of the nonviolent civil struggle, 
as defi ned by Professor Gene Sharp’s classifi ca-
tion, decreased. 

Acts of protest and persuasion include those 
demonstrations in which activists acting in an 
organized manner, or citizens acting spontane-
ously, publicly manifest their discontent or ex-
plicitly denounce unjust situations. These actions 
are the fi rst level of nonviolent civil protest. They 
include a broad array of activities, ranging from 
the vigils for freedom without exile of Cuban po-
litical prisoners and the activities led by family 
members of these prisoners to the political graf-
fi ti that anonymously appears in the streets and 
villages of Cuba. 

According to the sample of 1,805 acts studied 
during 2004, the 1,701 acts of protest and persua-
sion make up 94.2% of that total number. Within 
this category, the most numerous activities are 
vigils for freedom without exile of Cuban politi-
cal prisoners, representing 75.9% (1,371 acts) of 
the total sample and 80.5% of acts classifi ed as 
protest and persuasion. The activities carried out 
by the Ladies in White and groups of political 
prisoners’ family members, in addition to those 
enacted by the prisoners in the jailhouses, which 
total 246 acts of protest and persuasion, comprise 
another important component of this category, 
accounting for 14.46% of the total number of acts 
of protest and persuasion.

Other activities of interest within this category 
that occurred in 2004 are the public campaigns 
and activities that the opposition has carried out 
in spite of the repressive conditions. Signifi cant 
initiatives that demonstrate the value of the civil 
movement have a direct impact on the general 

population. Among these activities are the public 
marches led by the Ladies in White along Mira-
mar’s Quinta Avenida and in Havana’s suburbs; 
the marches organized by members of the Pro-
Human Rights Party, an affi liate of the Andrei 
Sakharov Foundation, and the Democratic Party 
30th of November Frank País in various Havana 
neighborhoods; and the marches held in Matan-
zas by members of the Alternative Option Inde-
pendent Movement.

Two humanitarian campaigns focused on show-
ing support for political prisoners were launched 
in 2004. These included a political prisoner soli-
darity letter-writing campaign, organized by the 
Club of Friends of Human Rights, which tried to 
encourage Cuban citizens to write letters to the 
political prisoners; and the “Basket for Political 
Prisoners” project, which was organized by the 
Democratic Party 30th of November Frank País 
to collect humanitarian aid for those held in po-
litical captivity. In addition to these campaigns, 
it is worthwhile to mention the Bible distribution 
programs promoted by organizers of the Assem-
bly to promote civil society, as well as the dis-
tribution of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, in which different human rights organi-
zations distributed the United Nations document 
to passers-by in public roadways of cities around 
the island.

Also within this category are those activities 
marking symbolic or historical dates. In 2004, 
these commemorations included the Pedro Luis 
Boitel Week, held from May 13-25 to mark the 
birth and death of the Cuban student leader who 
died in 1972 while on a hunger strike; Interna-
tional Human Rights Day, on December 10th; the 
Baire Shout of 1895, commemorated on February 
24; the anniversary of the 1996 downing of Broth-
ers to the Rescue airplanes; and the birth of José 
Martí, Cuba’s apostle of independence.

It is also worth mentioning the numerous spon-
taneous or not previously organized acts of civil 
defi ance in this category. These acts demonstrate 
the growing discontent of the Cuban population. 
They include the dozens of signs written at dif-
ferent locations around the island directly criti-
cizing the dictatorship and the dictator, as well 
as various street protests that arose against so-
cial problems such as the constant blackouts, the 
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trash in the streets, environmental damage, as 
well as demonstrations demanding justice follow-
ing traffi c incidents, the evictions of families from 
their homes, or public abuses against disabled 
people or others committed by uniformed repre-
sentatives of the regime.

Compared to 2003, acts of protest and persua-
sion grew by a total of 527 occurrences, most of 
which were vigils and activities related to the po-
litical prisoner situation.

Intervention is one step up from protest and 
persuasion in nonviolent civil struggle. Although 
they are not contradictory to each other and can 
develop simultaneously, intervention implies go-
ing beyond a protest or demonstration to inter-
vene in the course of the norms that the dicta-
torship has established. The number of acts of 
intervention has declined steadily since 2002, 
when 389 such acts were documented. In 2003 
there were 132 acts and 100 acts took place in 
2004. Although the statistics presented in this 
report are not complete due to the diffi culty of 
obtaining and confi rming information on occur-
rences in Cuba, these numbers do show that one 
of the main objectives of the wave of repression in 
March 2003 was to silence these types of activi-
ties. 

One of the most important acts of intervention 
that occurred in 2004 was the creation of alterna-
tive spaces of expression and association, includ-
ing the following: the opening of 19 independent 
libraries in diverse neighborhoods and commu-
nities throughout Cuba; the establishment of 14 
new entities specialized in labor organizing, rang-
ing from branch offi ces of the National Center for 
Labor Union Training to the creation of new in-
dependent labor unions; the founding of two new 
awards to honor political prisoners and activists 
involved in civil resistance – the Paloma Prize 
granted by the Cuban Human Rights Founda-
tion, based in Ciego de Ávila, and a prize granted 
on Librarians’ Day by the Independent Library 
Network; children’s drawing contests; a painting, 
sculpture and handicrafts exhibition organized 
by the Interior Space Independent Arts Project 
in Pinar del Río; a photography exhibition orga-
nized by and featuring the Ladies in White in Ha-
vana; and the founding of seven new independent 
organizations that join the hundreds of groups 
that already make up the nascent independent 
civil society in Cuba.

Another important component of this category 
is the presence of alternative media outlets, which 
include the 11 independent newsletters written 
and published on the island in 2004 and the eight 

training courses that were organized and taught 
in fi elds of knowledge including a human rights 
course led by the Independent Institute for Cul-
ture and Democracy in Santiago de Cuba, lead-
ership training courses organized by the Cuban 
Refl ection Movement in Villa Clara and journal-
ism and labor union organizing courses held by 
groups specializing in those fi elds in Havana.

Within the acts of intervention included in this 
report, spontaneous protests merit particular 
notice. Many of these unprompted acts of civil 
defi ance prevented families from being evicted. 
Another important form of intervention was the 
stands set up outside of prisons to demand a stop 
to the arbitrary actions committed against politi-
cal prisoners.

Acts of intervention in 2004 accounted for 5.5% 
of the total number of acts studied. In spite of the 
small number, they represented a great success 
for the Cuban people suffering from a permanent 
campaign of abuse and repression.

It could be said that non-cooperation is a funda-
mental stage in nonviolent defi ance, as this stage 
implies a general withdrawal of public support 
for government entities and, when achieved on 
a broad scale, the fi nal cracking of the pillars of 
totalitarian power.   

According to what was obtained in this study, 
acts of non-cooperation continued to drop in terms 
of total numbers in 2004 as a result of the wave of 
repression in 2003 and the subsequent measures 
of totalitarian control. At the same time, howev-
er, the political prisoners in Cuba have proven an 
important source of inspiration for acts of politi-
cal non-cooperation. Non-cooperation within the 
prisons ranges from refusals to participate in any 
political activities led by political police offi cers 
within the jails, refusals to wear common prison 
uniforms, and refusals to make military salutes. 
These acts are referred to as taking “stands”.

Outside of the prison walls, Cuban dissidents 
are also engaging in acts of political, economic 
and social non-cooperation. Among the most out-
standing acts of defi ance was the stand made by 
parishioners of the Moa Bethany Baptist Church 
in Holguín, who remained inside of their building 
for many days to prevent authorities from arbi-
trarily demolishing it.

Another important component of the general 
analysis of the data contained in this report is the 
increasing prevalence of activities outside of Ha-
vana proportional to those that take place within 
the capital. This point is interesting as the re-
pression is felt to a greater extent in the interior 
of the country as there is less tourism there and 
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the international diplomats and press represen-
tatives do not have a presence. However, during 
2003, 36% of the acts of civil resistance occurred 
in Havana compared to 64% in the provinces, 
representing an increased proportion of activity 
in the capital compared to 2002. In 2004, howev-
er, only 18.5% of acts of civil resistance occurred 
in Havana with 81.44% taking place in the prov-
inces.

In general terms, this data attests to the fact 
that the Castro regime’s punitive and repressive 
measure have failed in their attempt to eliminate 
civil opposition on the island. The reasons for this 
are found precisely in the unjust power structure 
in Cuba, which shall permanently generate resis-

tance and lead to acts of defi ance by citizens and 
sectors of the enslaved society of today’s Cuba.

The year 2004 was one in which the opposition 
recovered spaces it had already gained and re-
adjusted its mechanisms of defense against the 
brutal repression wrought by the totalitarian 
dictatorship. Little by little, new activists have 
arisen to carry the new initiatives and campaigns 
forward. Meanwhile, other activists, already en-
trenched in civil defi ance, remain on their feet 
against the terror and hate, waving their fl ag of 
civil resistance and human rights in a dream of 
peace for a people that suffer and silently yearn 
for their moment of freedom.

Classifi cation of nonviolent actions

Protest and persuasion

Intervention

Non-cooperation

0 400 1000 1500 2000
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Comparison of civil resistance 
protests by province

Comparative percentages of civil resistance 
activities in Havana and the provinces
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The Ladies in White march along Quinta Avenida after leaving the mass they 
attend every Sunday at Santa Rita’s church in Miramar. The march is a public 
protest against the political imprisonment of  their husbands and relatives.

Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas, Antonio Díaz Sánchez and Regis Iglesias Ramírez 
march to the National Peoples’ Assembly in Havana on May 10, 2002, carrying 
boxes full of  signatures of  citizens supporting the Varela Project.

Total growth of civil resistance 
activities between 2002 and 2004

1,805

1,328

959

2004

2003

2002

AFP

AFP

Members of  the Democratic Party 30th of  November “Frank País” hold a vigil 
for the freedom without exile of  Cuban political prisoners. Many opposition 
organizations hold these vigils throughout the country every Wednesday. 
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Havana, February 29, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez

Havana, February 28, 2004. The eyeglasses 
of a statue of John Lennon, erected in a park 
in Havana, were removed. The Beatles’ singer’s 
glasses were one of his signature characteris-
tics. The life-size bronze statue depicts the mop-
haired songwriter seated on a bench wearing 
cowboy pants, a long-sleeved shirt and a replica 
of his trademark glasses with their thin, round, 
open-framed lenses. This is the third attempt 
to remove the sculpture’s glasses. The sculptor, 
José Villa Soberón, said that reproducing the 
famous musician’s fi gure “has been like settling 
a debt with my generation and with the quartet 
that revolutionized every sector of contemporary 
music.”
Source: EFE, Diario Las Américas.

Havana, February 28, 2004. A meeting of 
wives and other family members of political 
prisoners was held at the home Laura Pollán – 
Calle Neptuno #963 entre Aramburo y Hospital, 
Centro Habana). She is the wife of jailed inde-
pendent journalist Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. The 
“Literary Tea” was an opportunity to read letters 
from the political prisoners and for the wives and 
family members to comment on the specifi c situ-
ations of their loved ones.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez

Havana, February 26, 2004. Gregoria Corrales 
Borges, the 61-year-old mother of political pris-
oner Luis Campos Corrales, declared a hunger 
strike in protest of the conditions in which the 
authorities are keeping her son in the Aguica 
prison, where he is confi ned in a punishment cell. 
The strike, which lasted for 10 days, took place in 
her home located at Calle 118 #59, Apt.2, Interior, 

entre 59 y 61, in Marianao, Havana.

February 25, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this activity, which begins at 8:30 pm. It 
takes place at the headquarters of the Democratic 
Front for Cuban Freedom, which is located at 
Calle 11 #59, entre Raúl Sánchez y San Ignacio, 
Reparto Cuba Libre.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Freedom.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vigil 
at the home of activist Xiomara Carmona Cala of 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The address of the house 
is 23 Ampliación de Virtudes, entre 6th y Avenida 
los Castillos (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people held a vigil 
at the Elena Mederes Foundation headquarters, 
located at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists took part in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283 entre A y 
2da., Reparto 5 de Septiembre. It took place at 
the home of the coordinator of the Democratic 

FEBRUARY 2004 
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Party 30th of November “Frank País”, Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, and is the group’s traditional head-
quarters.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty fi ve people assist at the home of 
Anaika Paneca Román, activist from the Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank País, located 
at Calle 12 #14619 between 3rd and 5th, Alturas 
de Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón.
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank País.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscious in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Pedro 
Luis Boitel Party for Democracy led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m. They read psalms and 
sing the national anthem.
Source: Emilio Bringas, Pedro Luis Boitel Party 
for Democracy.

Matanzas. Around 20 people got together at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
is the headquarters of the Alternative Option 
Independent Movement, located at Calle 22 #1910 
e/ 19 y 21 in the Pedro Betancourt municipality.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality, in the El Roque community, at the home of 
the family of political prisoner Diosdado González 
Marrero. His wife, Alejandrina García de la Riva, 
led the vigil. 
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 

Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civic Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas.
Source: the National Movement of Civic Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom” attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the 
National Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom”.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios.
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civic 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC-PLB.
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Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist

Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 

The Cultural Civic Project “Julio Tang Texier” holds a vigil on Isla de Pinos.
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and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Worker Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Pinar del Río, February 24, 2004. The 24th of 
February was commemorated at the Independent 
Visual Arts Project Interior Space site. The event 
began on the previous night and ended early on 
the 24th. There were 12 participants who dis-
cussed the historical importance of the date.
Source: René Oñate Sixto, Independent Visual 
Arts Project “Interior Space”, Pinar del Río.

Havana, February 24, 2004. Representatives 
of 11 opposition organizations met at the head-
quarters of the Former and Current Political 
Prisoners Committee (Neptuno 1055) to discuss 
three main themes: commemorate the 24th of 
February, which marks both the beginning of the 
second war of the independence and the criminal 
shooting down of the two Brothers to the Rescue 
airplanes in 1996, the present political situation 
in Cuba and the perspectives for transition.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Havana, February 24, 2004. Members of the 
Cuban Democratic Coalition, the Free Workers 
Union and the Haciendo Caminos (Trailblazers) 
library network met at daybreak in the home of 
Professor María Elena Mir Marrero, in Guanabo 
Beach, to commemorate the national 24th of 
February holiday and the anniversary of the 
shooting down of two Brothers to the Rescue air-
planes in 1996, when four pilots from this organi-

zation were killed.

The civic event, which was attended by 18 activ-
ists, began at six in the morning with a reading 
of notes on the War of 1895 stressing the impor-
tance of José Martí’s untiring work to prepare and 
unify during this war. A prayer was also said for 
the eternal rest of the four martyrs from Brothers 
to the Rescue.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Havana, February 24, 2004. Clara Chepe 
Núñez, mother of the opposition leader Oscar 
Espinosa Chepe, who was sentenced to 20 years 
in jail, accused the doctors of the Carlos J. Finlay 
Military Hospital in Havana of contributing to 
his death instead of attending to his medical 
needs. Clara Chepe, who is 95 years old, com-
plained that while all of the prisoners that are 
there receive weekly visits and their families are 
provided with medical information, her son may 
only receive visitors once a month and it is very 
diffi cult to see him due to the obstacles that the 
authorities have created. She added that “they 
want to force medical tests on him, including a 
laparoscopy,” and that on one occasion, “we found 
him in a drugged state.” Oscar Espinosa Chepe, 
who is 62 years old, was sentenced to 20 years in 
prison.
Source: EFE. El Nuevo Herald.

Havana, February 24, 2004. A group of six activ-
ists from the Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” went to the Havana Malecón at 4:30 
in the morning. The group threw a symbolic air-
plane made of Styrofoam into the water as well 
as a fl oral offering in memory of the Brothers to 
the Rescue pilots murdered in 1996.
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana, February 24, 2004. Members of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank País” 
held a vigil for the souls of the four Brothers to 
the Rescue pilots killed on that day in 1996. The 
vigil began at 8:00 a.m. and ran through the day 
until 8:00 p.m. at the home of Ada Kaly Márquez, 
which is located at Calzada de San Miguel, entre 
Carolina y Garrido, Reparto Ciudad Mar. Thirty-
fi ve activists participated in the vigil.
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Matanzas, February 24, 2004. To remember 
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the shooting down of the Brothers to the Rescue 
airplanes and the cruel murder of the four pi-
lots aboard, a meeting was held in the Los Pinos 
neighborhood. A large group of opposition activ-
ists, including members from the different op-
position organizations, gathered. The more than 
10,000 victims of the Cuban regime that have 
been murdered or have died in the Florida Straits 
were also solemny remembered. The members 
of the Peace, Love and Freedom Party, Ramón 
Ramón Díaz Hernández, Inés Guerra Ochoa and 
Alejandrina García de la Riva, along with mem-
bers of other organizations, sadly remembered 
the many innocent lives lost as a result of Fidel 
Castro Ruz’s rule. A large wooden cross was also 
erected. The group lit a candle and mentioned the 
names of those murdered at the hands of the re-
gime, and responded to each name by calling out, 
“present!”
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party, Ramón 
Díaz Hernández; Cuban Democratic Directorate.

Matanzas, February 24, 2004. 16 activists of the 
Movimiento Independiente Opción Alternativa 
and other dissident organizations go to the 
Municipal Cemetery of Pedro Betancourt and 
carry out a minute of silence before the pantheon 
of veterans of the war of independence. They sing 
the Cuban national anthem, leave fl owers, and 
shout patriotic slogans.
Source: Movimiento Independiente Opción 
Alternativa.

Holguín, February 24, 2004. Political prisoner 
Iván Hernández Carrillo declared a hunger strike 
in the Provincial Prison in protest of the danger-
ous situation caused by his detention along with 
other political prisoners in cells together with 
common criminals. 
Source: New Cuban Press, Sahilí Navarro.

Santiago de Cuba, February 24, 2004. The 
Independent Culture and Democracy Institute 
launched the fi rst human rights course of 2004.  
Held at the Factoría Civic Center, located at Calle 
Peralejo #325 esquina Trinidad, the class consists 
of discussions with students and the handing out 
of pertinent material for study. The classes will 
be held in the civic center itself or, for strategic 
reasons, in the homes of the students.
Source: Jorge Luis Ramón Castillo, ICDPRESS, 
Independent Culture and Democracy Institute.

Havana, February 23, 2004. Wives and moth-
ers of political prisoners meet at the home of Dolia 

Leal, wife of political prisoner Nelson Aguiar 
Ramírez, at Calle 40 #6123 between 61 and 65, 
San José de las Lajas.
Source: Laura Pollán Toledo, wife of political 
prisoner Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, February 23, 2004. Political prisoner 
Arturo Suárez Ramos began a hunger strike in re-
sponse to hostility displayed by the State Security 
forces, which instigate and support the violent 
acts committed by common criminals against the 
political prisoners, causing the political prison-
ers to fear for their lives as well as those of their 
fellow activists. In a letter to his mother, which 
she then provided for publication, Arturo Suárez 
Ramos said that shared living with the common 
criminals, who verbally and even physically at-
tack them, becomes more unbearable everyday.
Source: Ernesto Roque Cintero, Cubanet.

Havana, February 22, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, wives, mothers, sisters, and relatives of 
political prisoners carry out a pilgrimage every 
Sunday to the Santa Rita church, located at 5th 
Avenue and 26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán Toledo, wife of political 
prisoner Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, February 22, 2004. Leonardo Bruzón 
Avila, marking the second anniversary of his in-
carceration on political charges, declared a hun-
ger strike in protest of the lack of medical atten-
tion he receives and to push his case to trial. At 
the time of his detention, the 48-year-old Bruzón 
Avila was the president of the human rights 
group, the February 24 Movement.
Source: Agence France Press.

Havana, February 22, 2004. A group of human 
rights activists and members of the February 24 
Movement (M24-2) participated in a mass held 
at the Nuestra Señora de la Caridad del Cobre 
parish church, located at the corner of Salud 
and Manrique in Havana. The mass marked two 
years since the arrest of Leonardo Bruzón Avila, 
president of M23-2, which took place when he 
exited this Catholic chapel and was set upon by 
members of the political police.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet. María 
de los Ángeles Tejedor Cáceres, M24-2.

Havana, February 20, 2004. A mass to remem-
ber the victims of the Castro regime is held at 
the Church of San José on Avenida José Martí. 
Thirty activists from the Democratic Party 30th of 
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November “Frank País” attend.
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Villa Clara, February 20, 2004. Laura Pollán, 
Caridad Noa González and Yamilé Yánez Labrada, 
wives of Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez, Margarito 
Broche Espinosa and José Luis García Paneque, 
respectively, met at the home of Bárbara Rojo 
Arias, wife of Omar Ruiz Hernández, to mark 
18 years since Ruiz Hernández began his sen-
tence at the Guantánamo Prison. The group of 
wives met to discuss the current situations of 
their husbands, who are imprisoned in Havana, 
Guantánamo and Santa Clara, and to prepare 
necessary items for the visit to Doctor Paneque. 
One issue stressed in the meeting held in Santa 
Clara was the support that these wives are re-
ceiving from other people in solidarity with their 
husbands. Everyone shared the experiences that 
they have had visiting the prisons and the new 
members of the Ladies in White. They also took 
the opportunity to call the home of independent 
journalist Víctor Rolando Arroyo in Pinar del Río 
to express their solidarity with his wife and with 
Gisela Delgado Sablón. They also tried to learn 
the health situation of dissident Héctor Palacios 
Ruiz, who had an operation that day in the Pinar 
del Río provincial hospital.
Source: Cubanet.

Las Tunas, February 20, 2004. A branch of-
fi ce of the National Center for Labor and Union 
Training was established at Calle Adonis Cabrera 
# 96, entre 33 y Circunvalación, Rpto. La Victoria. 
Activist Pablo Gregorio Molina Nieves is respon-
sible for running the site.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press.

La Habana, February 18, 2004. A branch of-
fi ce of the National Center for Labor and Union 
Training was established at la Avenida 89 entre 
44 y 46 # 4416, Alturas del Río Güines, Güines. 
Activist Emilio Hernández is responsible for run-
ning the site.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press.

Villa Clara, February 18, 2004. Prisoner 
Francisco Pérez Pérez, sentenced to 20 years, 
began a hunger strike in the La Pendiente pris-
on, seeking justice after being confi ned in Cell 7 
(solitary confi nement) of the Pre-Tensado Prison, 

where he did not have any of his belongings or a 
matress and had to sleep on the fl oor.
Source: Cubanet.

February 18, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this activity, which begins at 8:30 pm. It 
takes place at the headquarters of the Democratic 
Front for Cuban Freedom, which is located at 
Calle 11 #59, entre Raúl Sánchez y San Ignacio, 
Reparto Cuba Libre.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Freedom.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vigil 
at the home of activist Xiomara Carmona Cala of 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The address of the house 
is 23 Ampliación de Virtudes, entre 6th y Avenida 
los Castillos (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people held a vigil 
at the Elena Mederes Foundation headquarters, 
located at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists took part in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283 entre A y 
2da., Reparto 5 de Septiembre. It took place at 
the home of the coordinator of the Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”, Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, and is the group’s traditional head-
quarters.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty fi ve people assist at the home of 
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Anaika Paneca Román, activist from the Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank País, located 
at Calle 12 #14619 between 3rd and 5th, Alturas 
de Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón.
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank País.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscious in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Pedro 
Luis Boitel Party for Democracy led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m. They read psalms and 
sing the national anthem.
Source: Emilio Bringas, Pedro Luis Boitel Party 
for Democracy.

Matanzas. Around 20 people got together at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
is the headquarters of the Alternative Option 
Independent Movement, located at Calle 22 #1910 
e/ 19 y 21 in the Pedro Betancourt municipality.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality, in the El Roque community, at the home of 
the family of political prisoner Diosdado González 
Marrero. His wife, Alejandrina García de la Riva, 
led the vigil. 
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civic Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas.
Source: the National Movement of Civic Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom” attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the 
National Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom”.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios.
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civic 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC-PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
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María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 

“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Worker Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Camagüey, February 17, 2004. Political 
Prisoner Jorge Cervantes García fi lled his jail cell 
walls with antigovernment pamphlets and asked 
the guards if it is necessary to be Venezuelan in 
order to receive medical treatment. He commits 
these deeds as part of a protest demanding medi-
cal attention. To get the guards’ attention, the 
prisoners entrenched themselves holding a tele-
vision hostage with mattresses and other provi-
sions ready to burn themselves if necessary and 
locking the door with a wire.
Source: Cubanet.

Guantánamo, February 17, 2004. Common 
prisoners at the Guantánamo Prison give two 
pieces of craftwork that they have made to politi-
cal prisoner Víctor Rolando Arroyo Carmona so 
that he may give these items to his wife. “It was 
a very kind gesture and I thank them profusely,” 
said Elsa González Padrón of the gift.
Source: Fara Armenteros, UPECI. Cubanet.

Havana, February 15, 2004. The Cuban dissi-
dent movement Todos Unidos (All United) pres-
ents a new proposal for openness on the island 
and warns about the risk of a “social explosion” 
that may cause a mass exodus to the United 
States. Todos Unidos spokesman Vladimiro Roca 
presented the document, titled, “Program to be-
gin to solve the serious problems of Cuban soci-
ety: a proposal”, in a press conference where Roca 
also demanded fulfi llment of the constitution and 
Called for a series of economic and social reforms. 
Among other measures, the text proposed free-
ing political prisoners, freedom of movement to 
leave and enter the country, legalization of pri-
vate labor, wage increases, a strengthening of the 
domestic currency, reduction of prices and free 
contracting of workers.
Source: EFE, Diario Las Américas.
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Havana, February 14, 2004. Wives and moth-
ers of political prisoners gather at the home of 
Laura Pollán, wife of Héctor Maseda, which is 
located at Calle Neptuno #963 entre Aramburo y 
Hospital, in Centro Habana.
Source: Laura Pollán.

Havana, February 13, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez

Havana, February 11, 2004. At an executive 
meeting of the Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”, the organization strengthened it-
self and closed ranks throughout the island. 
According to its executive committee, the na-
tional board of directors now consists of Juan 
Hernández Herrera, Maité Vázquez González 
and Alfredo Reynaldo Castro Rodríguez as sec-
retaries of Public Relations, Social and Labor 
Affairs, and Attention to Political Prisoners and 
Prisoners of Consciousness, respectively.
Source: Gilberto Figueredo Álvarez, Lux Info 
Press, Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Havana, February 11, 2004. Arco Progresista 
(Progressive Arc), the organization led by Manuel 
Cuesta Morúa, released a broad analysis and 
measure of the island’s political situation.
Source: Pablo Alfonso, El Nuevo Herald.

February 11, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this activity, which begins at 8:30 pm. It 
takes place at the headquarters of the Democratic 
Front for Cuban Freedom, which is located at 
Calle 11 #59, entre Raúl Sánchez y San Ignacio, 
Reparto Cuba Libre.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Freedom.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vigil 
at the home of activist Xiomara Carmona Cala of 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 

November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The address of the house 
is 23 Ampliación de Virtudes, entre 6th y Avenida 
los Castillos (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people held a vigil 
at the Elena Mederes Foundation headquarters, 
located at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists took part in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283 entre A y 
2da., Reparto 5 de Septiembre. It took place at 
the home of the coordinator of the Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”, Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, and is the group’s traditional head-
quarters.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty fi ve people assist at the home of 
Anaika Paneca Román, activist from the Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank País, located 
at Calle 12 #14619 between 3rd and 5th, Alturas 
de Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón.
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank País.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscious in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Pedro 
Luis Boitel Party for Democracy led the vigil, 
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which began at 8:30 p.m. They read psalms and 
sing the national anthem.
Source: Emilio Bringas, Pedro Luis Boitel Party 
for Democracy.

Matanzas. Around 20 people got together at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
is the headquarters of the Alternative Option 
Independent Movement, located at Calle 22 #1910 
e/ 19 y 21 in the Pedro Betancourt municipality.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality, in the El Roque community, at the home of 
the family of political prisoner Diosdado González 
Marrero. His wife, Alejandrina García de la Riva, 
led the vigil. 
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civic Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas.
Source: the National Movement of Civic Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom” attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the 
National Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom”.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios.
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civic 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC-PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
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in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Worker Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Havana, February 10, 2004. Family members 
and friends of the 75 prisoners of consciousness 
sentenced in April to long prison terms collected 
signatures of support on a document written in 
the Mariel municipality calling for an amnesty 
law for Cuban political prisoners. According to 
Article 63 of the Constitution, 10,000 signatures 
must be collected for a law to be carried out by 
the citizens of the country. Laura Pollán, wife of 

prisoner Héctor Maseda, who was sentenced to 
20 years in jail, stressed that “a large portion of 
the people that have seen the text recognize its 
fundamentally humanitarian and non-political 
nature and also observe that its writing is re-
served yet fi rm in its principles and true to the 
country’s tradition and history as well as con-
forming to the legislation in force.” The document 
contains historical data, making note of the 118 
amnesty laws passed between 1902 and 1955, 
the last of which benefi ted some of those who to-
day hold high positions in the government. “By 
March, we should be active in the entire country, 
disseminating the contents of the document and 
collecting signatures, as is provided for by law,” 
said Dulce María Amador, wife of Carmelo Díaz 
Fernández (sentenced to 15 years in jail).
Source: Cubanet.

Havana, February 10, 2004. Todos Unidos, a 
coalition of dissident organizations that unites 
important opposition movements announced in a 
press conference the document “Proposal to be-
gin to solve the grave problems in Cuban society.” 
Vladimiro Roca Antúnez, spokesperson of the co-
alition, explained this program to internacional 
press
Source: EFE. El Nuevo Herald. Associated Press. 
Diario Las Américas.

Granma, February 9, 2004. Workers from 
Empresa Pan y Dulces de Bayamo (Bayamo Bread 
and Candy Company) criticized the provincial gov-
ernment, union and its branch of the Communist 
Party for the salary cuts they have suffered in 
violation of the collective bargaining agreement 
reached between the parties. According to a re-
port by Luis Sergio Núñez Rodríguez, National 
Independent Worker Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) delegate for this eastern city, about 
1,000 workers at this service and production com-
pany owned by the Food Industry Ministry de-
manded pay due for overfulfi llment in accordance 
with Agreement 95 of the government’s Cuban 
Workers Central Union (CTC) concerning Salary 
Protection. According to the source, the workers 
were stripped of 7% of their wages associated 
with the overfulfi llment of the monthly produc-
tion plan that is used for stimulating salaries. 
The funds were instead used to cover the defi cit 
that the company holds with the National Tax 
Administration Offi ce (ONAT), of two million pe-
sos. Empresa Pan y Dulces is located at Avenida 
Francisco Vicente Aguilera 159, en Bayamo, and 
has many establishments located in all 13 mu-
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nicipalities of the province.
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Havana, February 7, 2004. Wives and moth-
ers of political prisoners met at the home of Dolia 
Leal, wife of political prisoner Nelson Aguiar 
Ramírez, which is located at Calle 40 #6123 entre 
61 y 65, San José de las Lajas.
Source: Laura Pollán

Havana, February 6, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, February 6, 2004. A union was formed 
to defend the labor rights of education profession-
als in Havana along with another for electricity 
workers. Valentín Cabrera Aguila, a teacher ex-
pelled from the Enrique Galárraga Secondary 
School, leads the education union, which has 
eight members, all of whom have been expelled 
from their schools as a result of signing the Varela 
Project or of telling their students about the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which 
caused them to be considered untrustworthy. 
Cabrera Aguila said that one of the union’s objec-
tives would be to disseminate the agreements of 
the International Labor Organization. The new 
union’s headquarters is located at Libertad 413, 
Apt. G, entre Juan Delgado y D’Estampes, in 
Santos Suárez, in the 10 de Octubre municipal-
ity.
Source: Lux Info Press. Cubanet.

Holguín, February 6, 2004. A new labor union 
was formed in Holguín to defend the human 
rights of workers. The group, which has 19 mem-
bers, will be led by Mauricio Leyva Infanta and 
will be affi liated with CONIC. A delegation of 
this union was created in Pinar del Río and in-
cludes Conrado Rodríguez Suárez y Virgilio Pita 
on its rolls.
Source: Lux Info Press. Cubanet.

February 4, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this activity, which begins at 8:30 pm. It 
takes place at the headquarters of the Democratic 
Front for Cuban Freedom, which is located at 

Calle 11 #59, entre Raúl Sánchez y San Ignacio, 
Reparto Cuba Libre.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Freedom.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vigil 
at the home of activist Xiomara Carmona Cala of 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The address of the house 
is 23 Ampliación de Virtudes, entre 6th y Avenida 
los Castillos (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people held a vigil 
at the Elena Mederes Foundation headquarters, 
located at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists took part in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283 entre A y 
2da., Reparto 5 de Septiembre. It took place at 
the home of the coordinator of the Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”, Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, and is the group’s traditional head-
quarters.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty fi ve people assist at the home of 
Anaika Paneca Román, activist from the Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank País, located 
at Calle 12 #14619 between 3rd and 5th, Alturas 
de Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón.
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank País.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
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release all prisoners of conscious in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Pedro 
Luis Boitel Party for Democracy led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m. They read psalms and 
sing the national anthem.
Source: Emilio Bringas, Pedro Luis Boitel Party 
for Democracy.

Matanzas. Around 20 people got together at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
is the headquarters of the Alternative Option 
Independent Movement, located at Calle 22 #1910 
e/ 19 y 21 in the Pedro Betancourt municipality.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality, in the El Roque community, at the home of 
the family of political prisoner Diosdado González 
Marrero. His wife, Alejandrina García de la Riva, 
led the vigil. 
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.

Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civic Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas.
Source: the National Movement of Civic Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom” attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the 
National Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom”.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios.
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civic 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC-PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
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Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Worker Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Havana, February 1, 2004. Opposition leader 
Oswaldo Payá complained to domestic and inter-
national press because the Cuban government re-
fused to allow him to leave the country to attend 
a ceremony held in Brussels on January 28, 2004, 
when the European Union awarded its highest 
prize to United Nations Secretary Kofi  Annan, in 
the name of UN workers. In a letter to European 
Parliament president Pat Cox, Payá Called on 
the European Parliament to remember the 75 
Cuban dissidents that were jailed in the wave of 
repression that occurred in the spring of 2003.
Source: The Miami Herald.

Guantánamo, February 1, 2004. Nelson 
Aguiar Ramírez, the 58-year-old president of the 
Orthodox Party serving a 15-year prison term 
and has been confi ned in a Guantánamo jail pun-
ishment cell since September 2003, wrote a let-
ter to Brigade General Rafael Calderín Tamayo, 
chief of the Penitentiary Establishments of Cuba, 
protesting his confi nement in a punishment cell. 
“This is the fourth time I write to explain my hus-
band’s situation,” said Dolia Leal, “but I have not 
received any response to my complaints.”
Source: The Miami Herald.
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Ladies in White: On March 19, 2004, Laura Pollán (center), Dolia Leal (front, with the en-
velope in her hand), and Loida Valdés (left) deliver a letter demanding the freedom of 
Cuban political prisioners to a government offi cial at the National Assembly in Havana. 

EPA
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Havana, March 31, 2004. Oswaldo Payá Sardinas 
called on the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights, meeting at the time in Geneva, 
to condemn the Cuban government. Not doing 
so, he said, “would mean condemning the Cuban 
people.” Payá, the promoter of the Varela Project 
who was awarded the 2002 Sajarov Prize by the 
European Parliament, said that “those who hold 
power in Cuba do not even respect the few rights 
defi ned in the Constitution.” 
Source: Agence France Press

March 31, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 

the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. The Pro-Human Rights Party of Cuba 
sponsored a “Freedom without exile for Cuban 
Political Prisoners” vigil at the home of Ismael 
Acosta Hernández, located at calle 208 #27119, 
entre 271 y 273, reparto Mazorra, in Havana. 
The vigil opened with a prayer, the singing of the 
national anthem and a lengthy political speech. 
It ended with a prayer. The following people par-
ticipated in the meeting: René Montes de Oca 
Martija, Yusniel Hernández Basan, Eduardo 
López Moreno, Reiniel Arencibia Rodríguez, 
Juan Gualberto luque Carpio, Manuel Lauduet 
Hernández, Estanislao Estrada, José Reiniel 
Fleitas Fernández, Modesto Leopoldo Valdivia 
Varela, Agustín lópez Rodríguez, Esther Germán 
Valdez, Enrique Domínguez Iglesias, Juan Villalsa 
Sánchez, Leydi Labrada Losada, Diosbel Cuellar 
González, Alfredo Suárea Leandro, Reinaldo 
González Santiago, Alejandro Luis Carriot, 
Rigoberto Martínez Castillo, Ismael Acosta 
Hernández and Alberto Durán Rodríguez.
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event 
at the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
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various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 

Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.

Bertha Antúnez Pernet (left) and her mother, Mirtha Pernet Hernández, hold a protest demonstration on March 18, 2004 in 
Placetas. The women express the suffering that political prisoners like Jorge Luis García Pérez Antúnez endure. 
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Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-

cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
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Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, March 30, 2004. Yolanda Huerga, 
the wife of journalist and poet Manuel Vázquez 
Portal, the political prisoner who was sentenced 
to 18 years in jail in March 2003, publicly ex-
pressed her gratitude to the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) for the campaign that this or-
ganization is waging to gain her husband’s free-
dom. “Freedom for Vázquez Portal!” is the slogan 
used by the CPJ, which awarded one of its inter-
national freedom of the press prizes to Vázquez 
Portal in November 2003 in recognition of his re-
porting. 
Source: Ernesto Roque. Cubanet.

Havana, March 29, 2004. The Club of Friends 
of Human Rights called for the implementation 
of a “Letter campaign in solidarity with political 
prisoners”, said Raúl Arencibia Fajardo, one of 
the group’s promoters. The project declares that, 
after nearly fi fty years of totalitarian rule, many 
human rights activists are in the regime’s pris-
ons and in need of support and messages of love.

The objective of the project is for their friends 
and members of the independent social society, 
in addition to citizens in general, to make use of 
their rights by sending messages of support and 
solidarity to the prisoners.

The letters from the organization will be col-
lected by one of its members, who will send them 
by certifi ed mail so as to ensure that they are 
delivered to the corresponding people. Later, the 
group will check with the prisoners’ family mem-
bers as to whether they received the letters. The 
members will begin their solidarity letter-writ-
ing campaign with letters to the president of the 
Lawton Human Rights Foundation and creator 

of the Clubs of Friends, Dr. Oscar Elías Biscet 
González.

The call for the “Letter-writing campaign in 
solidarity with political prisoners” was signed 
by Raúl Arencibia Fajardo, Juan Rodiles Revilla, 
Rubén Rafael Pérez Izquierdo, Pablo Hernández 
Mayarí, Marcos Manuel Peláez Pérez y Ileana 
Tamayo Reyes.
Source: Ernesto Roque Cintero. Cubanet.

Havana, March 28, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, March 27, 2004. Prisoner of conscience 
José Enrique Santana Carreira, national coordi-
nator of the Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”, began a hunger strike at Prison 
1580. “Our brother is in a hunger strike not only 
to demand that his condition as a political pris-
oner be respected but also because the prison 
authorities have permitted the common prison-
ers to force José Enrique to comply with prison 
rules,” said Yamilé Casas Sánchez, a member of 
the organization’s Board of Directors. Santana 
Carreira was arrested on February 28, 2002 and 
has yet to stand trial. 
Source: Gilberto Figueredo Álvarez, Lux Info 
Press. Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Granma, March 27, 2004. A branch offi ce of the 
National Union and Labor Training Center was 
opened at Calle Cacique Guama # 69 entre Pío 
Rosado y Capotito. Reparto San Juan del Cristo, 
Bayamo. Alexis Ramírez Rodríguez will run the 
offi ce.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press.

Santiago de Cuba, March 27, 2004. A branch 
offi ce of the National Union and Labor Training 
Center was opened at Calle San Basilio # 357, 
Apt. 3 6, entre Carnicería y San Félix. Marilín 
Lahera, an activist and independent journalist, 
will run the offi ce.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press.

Guantánamo, March 26, 2004. Independent 
journalist Víctor Rolando Arroyo, sentenced to 
26 years in prison and kept in the Guantánamo 
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prison, located more than 1,000 kilometers from 
his home, wrote an open letter to Cuban Foreign 
Minister Felipe Pérez Roque, part of which is re-
printed below:  

“Big fat lie is the term that jumped into my head 
when I heard about the poorly structured farce 
you orchestrated yesterday, March 25, before the 
accredited foreign media correspondents on as-
signment in Cuba. At the present time, and in a 
world that emphatically rejects the long repres-
sive history of the Havana regime for which you 
serve as the spokesman of the moment, slander is 
the only tool you have left to hide your shameful 
acts.

”To say that some of us have committed com-
mon crimes does nothing more than paint a fair 
picture of this country and of its population – in 
particular, the youths of the country – which is 
under debate in the midst of a severe social cri-
sis caused entirely by the regime that you repre-
sent. By joining the nonviolent opposition, these 
people hope to use political change to change the 
fact that hundreds of thousands of young people 
engage in criminal activity simply because the 
regime’s disastrous policy to interfere with mor-
al, religious and family values has compelled our 
youth to commit crimes. Perhaps you have anoth-
er explanation for the high rate of imprisonment 
in the country?

”I publicly invite you to use solid arguments 
to deny that your regime took sadistic delight 
in located us in prisons located so far away from 
our homes and our families, and that you have 
confi ned us in enclosed cells, without sunlight or 
telephone calls – something that persists today. 
I would like for you to share images of the cages 
where you keep us enclosed, fed with miserly ra-
tions, the fl avor and quality of which is beneath 
that which the slaves received.

”As far as medical attention is concerned, I 
would only say that you have used this as an-
other bargaining chip to break our wills, though 
the results of this attempt have been less than 
marginal.

”Your regime continues to violate our rights as 
political prisoners, the fi rst violation of which is 
our unjust imprisonment. Cuba will be free and 
democratic, and thus any sacrifi ce is acceptable.”
Source: Víctor Rolando Arroyo Carmona. Cubanet. 
Elsa González Padrón, wife of the political pris-
oner.

Havana, March 25, 2004. The Confederation 
of Independent Workers of Cuba (CTDC) re-
organized its national executive committee. 

Members José Alfonso González Torriente and 
Pedro Arrocha Argüelles were chosen to serve as 
president and vice president of the organization. 
Fernando Aragón González was elected as na-
tional coordinator. The CTDC has more than 500 
members located throughout the country, with 
delegates in all 14 provinces. In April 2003, the 
Castro government sentenced Nelson Molinet 
Espino, president of the CTDC, to 20 years in 
prison, and Héctor Raúl Valle, vice president, to 
12 years.
Source: Gilberto Figueredo Álvarez, Lux Info 
Press. Cubanet.

March 24, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
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Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. The Pro-Human Rights Party of Cuba 
sponsored a “Freedom without exile for Cuban 
Political Prisoners” vigil at the home of Ismael 
Acosta Hernández, located at calle 208 #27119, 
entre 271 y 273, reparto Mazorra, in Havana. 
The vigil opened with a prayer, the singing of the 
national anthem and a lengthy political speech. 
It ended with a prayer. The following people par-
ticipated in the meeting: René Montes de Oca 
Martija, Yusniel Hernández Basan, Eduardo 
López Moreno, Reiniel Arencibia Rodríguez, 
Juan Gualberto luque Carpio, Manuel Lauduet 
Hernández, Estanislao Estrada, José Reiniel 
Fleitas Fernández, Modesto Leopoldo Valdivia 
Varela, Agustín lópez Rodríguez, Esther Germán 
Valdez, Enrique Domínguez Iglesias, Juan Villalsa 
Sánchez, Leydi Labrada Losada, Diosbel Cuellar 
González, Alfredo Suárea Leandro, Reinaldo 
González Santiago, Alejandro Luis Carriot, 
Rigoberto Martínez Castillo, Ismael Acosta 
Hernández and Alberto Durán Rodríguez.
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event 
at the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 

which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
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“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 

members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, March 23, 2004. Political prisoner 
Orlando Zapata Tamayo, one of the 75 prisoners 
of conscience jailed in March 2003, continued the 
hunger strike he began on March 8 in solidarity 
with common prisoner Luis Moreira Ávila, who 
has not been granted medical attention.
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Source: Luis González Medina, Cuba-Miami 
Information Bridge.

Havana, March 23, 2004. Protests by indignant 
neighbors of a couple living with their young 
daughter at Candelaria 65-A, entre Bertemati y 
Nazareno, in the Havana suburb of Guanabacoa, 
prevented municipal housing authorities and po-
lice from evicting the family early on the morning 
of March 23.

The attempted eviction caused the neighbors to 
turn out on the streets and express their dis-
agreement with what they considered to be an 
unjust act. When the situation got tenser, the 
police blocked off either side of the street to pre-
vent more people from joining the crowd. Popular 
pressure eventually forced the police offi cers and 

government authorities to retreat, our source 
said. He added that before leaving, the authori-
ties warned that they would return shortly to en-
force the legal statutes.
Source: Moisés Leonardo Rodríguez Valdés, 
Decoro Group. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, March 23, 2004. Prisoners of con-
science Juan Carlos Herrera Acosta and Léster 
González Pentón declared a hunger strike from 
March 18 to 23 in commemoration of the fi rst 
anniversary of the repressive wave of 2003 and 
to show their solidarity with their fellow dissi-
dents. 
Source: Cubanet.

Havana, March 21, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-

A punishment cell constructed in the Placetas, Villa Clara, family home of  political prisoners Jorge Luis García Pérez 
Antúnez and Omar Pernet Hernández on March 18. 2004.
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litical prisoners, attended a special mass held 
for Cuban political prisoners at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Santa Rita church. Following the mass, they held 
a roll call in the churchyard and then made an 
offering of 75 gladioluses to Santa Rita. Upon 
mentioning the name of each political prisoners, 
a gladiolus was planted in moistened earth.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, March 19, 2004. Sixteen women and 
two children, all of them related to political prison-
ers, delivered a letter to the National Penitentiary 
Headquarters in Havana asking for better jail 
conditions and medical attention for their family 
members. They also asked that the political pris-
oners be transferred to jails located in their home 
provinces. After delivering the letter, the group 
of women, which has come to be known as the 
Ladies in White, held a march from the entrance 
of the Havana tunnel to the National Assembly of 
People’s Power, Cuba’s parliament building, ask-
ing that amnesty be granted to Cuba’s political 
prisoners. Along the route, they stopped at vari-
ous points for fi ve minutes of silence, at the end 
of which they shouted, “Freedom for Cuba’s po-
litical prisoners!” 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. EFE.

Villa Clara, March 19, 2004. The Cuban 
Refl ection Movement (MCR) held a conference 
in honor of the political prisoners of the Spring 
of 2003 in the city of Camajuaní. The event took 
place at the movement’s headquarters, located at 
Reparto Obrero #1, Camajuaní. During the activ-
ity, economist Joaquín Cabezas de León, the co-
ordinator of the MCR cultural project, presented 
his article, “The art of conquest: challenges of the 
pro-democracy movement in Cuba”. Ten activists 
took part in the event.
Source: Manuel Sarduy Segredo, Cuban Refl ection 
Movement (MCR). Directorio Democrático 
Cubano.

Guantánamo, March 19, 2004. Jorge Olivera 
Castillo and Nelson Alberto Aguiar Ramírez held 
a hunger strike in the Guantánamo Provincial 
Hospital after authorities punished them for 
wearing a white T-shirt reading “Political 
Prisoner”. The hunger strike was also in protest 
of the lack of family visits.
Source: Nancy Alfaya, wife of Jorge Olivera 
Castillo.

Pinar del Río, March 18, 2004. A group of moth-
ers, wives and family members from Pinar del Río 
of some of the 75 political prisoners rounded up in 
the spring of 2003 held a prayer session to ask for 
their family members’ freedom and health. The 
religious event took place at the Pinar del Río ca-
thedral. Others present at the cathedral contrib-
uted their prayers. The group told those present 
about Víctor Rolando Arroyo Carmona, Eduardo 
Díaz Fleitas, Horacio J. Piña Borrego and Fidel 
Suárez Cruz, prisoners of conscience sentenced to 
long terms during the Black Spring of 2003. 
Source: UPECI

Pinar del Río, March 18, 2004.  Nine mem-
bers of the Inner Space project gathered to pray 
for prisoners of conscience. Once they had fi n-
ished, the group went to the cathedral to join the 

Elsa Morejón, wife of  political prisoner Oscar Elías Biscet, 
speaks with the press in Havana on March 18, 2004. The date 
marked one year since 75 opposition activists were arrested. 
She is showing a photo of  Biscet, who was sentenced to 25 
years in prison.

AFP
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wives of political prisoners from the province. 
There, they heard the brilliant introduction of 
Dagoberto Valdés, director of the Center for Civil 
and Religious Training as well as of the Vitral 
magazine. Elsa, the wife of Víctor R. Arroyo, led 
prayers.
Source: René Oñate Sixto, “Inner Space” 
Independent Visual Arts Project. 

Havana, March 18, 2004. Thirty-four people 
held a 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. fast to mark the one-
year anniversary of the repressive wave of 2003 in 
the home of Laura Pollán, wife of Héctor Maseda 
Gutiérrez. Dozens of family members of political 
prisoners, together with human rights activists, 
also participated in the fast, but for shorter peri-
ods of time. During the fast, the group unveiled 
a tapestry with the colors of the Cuban fl ag and 
photos of the 75 prisoners captured in the spring 
of 2003. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, March 18, 2004. Family members, 
friends and a healthy representation of Cuba’s 
opposition, gathered at the 10 de Octubre court-
house for the trial of nonviolent dissidents 
Orlando Zapata Tamayo, Raúl Arencibia and 
Virgilio Marantes. Offi cials from the United 
States Interests Section in Havana were also 
present, along with international media repre-
sentatives. When the people tried to enter the 
building, the guard refused entry claiming that 
delinquents and counterrevolutionaries were put 
on trial there, and that there were no political 
trials or human rights trials held there. As the 
group grew frightened, the discussion became 
more intense. At this point, a State Security of-
fi cer intervened, asking the guard to be quiet and 
telling the opposition group, “Please ladies, please 
gentlemen, remain calm. The trial has been post-
poned.” According to Rosario Martín, the vice 
president of the Pro-Social Justice Association 
and a member of the Orthodox Party in the Regla 
municipality,  “The political police were on the de-
fensive the whole time that we were there, some-
thing unusual that contrasted with the agents’ 
customary arrogance.
Source: Santiago du Bouchet, UPEVI. Cubanet.

Matanzas, March 18, 2004. Wives and family 
members of the 75 dissidents jailed one year ago 
on this date gathered to pray, fast and demand 
their loved ones’ freedom.
Source: Carlos Díaz, AFP.

Ciego de Ávila, March 18, 2004. The Ávilan 
Free Press Agency (APLA) commemorated the 
fi rst anniversary of the Ethics of Journalism 
workshop, which took place in the Morón mu-
nicipality in Ciego de Ávila just days before the 
wave of repression on March 18, 2003. The group 
held a simple act with journalists and agency 
collaborators from the city participating. Among 
those who signed the document published on that 
day were: José Manuel Caraballo Bravo, Tico 
Morales, Savín Cuba and Carlos Echemendía 
of the APLA, Oscar Ayala Muñoz of the CAPI 
(Ávilan Independent Journalist Co-op) and Abel 
Escobar Ramírez of Cuba Press.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Camagüey, March 18, 2004. Political prisoners 
Juan Carlos Herrera Acosta and Léster González 
Pentón began a four-day hunger strike at Kilo 
7 prison. The same day, Herrera Acosta caused 
three self-infl icted wounds on his right leg in pro-
test of the poor medical attention he was receiv-
ing. He hardly received any medical assistance. 
The strike lasted until March 23.
Source: Marilín Díaz Fernández, Lux Info Press/ 
Cubanet/ Cubanacán Press

Camagüey, March 18, 2004.  The Free 
Expression Solidarity Movement is founded in 
this city at Calle San Clemente #302, between 
Desengaño and Camposanto. Thirteen activists 
participated and joined the efforts of the organi-
zation, whose main objective is to promote soli-
darity as a value and principle among the popu-
lation, and to promote free expression and justice 
via civic initiatives.
Source: Julio Romero Muñoz. Luis Guerra Javier, 
Agencia Camagüeyana de Prensa.

Santiago de Cuba, March 18, 2004. Boletín 
Fueros published its fi rst issue of the year. The 
activity took place at the Factory Community 
Civic Center, located at Calle Peralejo #325 es-
quina Trinidad.
Source: Jorge Luis Ramón Castillo, ICDPRESS, 
Culture and Democracy Independent Institute.

Santiago de Cuba, March 18, 2004. Wives and 
family members of the 75 dissidents jailed one 
year ago on this date gathered in Palma Soriano 
to pray, fast and demand their loved ones’ free-
dom.
Source: Carlos Díaz, AFP.

Camagüey, March 17, 2004. Eleven political 
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prisoners held at the Cerámica Roja jail held a 
peaceful protest and 48-hour hunger strike, be-
ginning on March 17, to observe the one-year 
anniversary of the wave of arrests and the sub-
sequent summary trials that were held in May 
and April of 2003 to undermine the domestic op-
position movement in Cuba. The political pris-
oners participating in this event were: Lázaro 
Iglesias Estrada, Jorge Luis Suárez Varona, 
brothers Enrique and Antonio García Morejón, 
Delio Laureano Resquejo Rodríguez, Egberto 
Ángel Escobedo Morales, Jorge Liriano Linares, 
Elizardo Calvo Hernández, José Agramonte 
Leyva and Yosbel González Plaza.
Source: Gilberto Figueredo Álvarez, Lux Info 
Press. Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

March 17, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. The Pro-Human Rights Party of Cuba 
sponsored a “Freedom without exile for Cuban 
Political Prisoners” vigil at the home of Ismael 
Acosta Hernández, located at calle 208 #27119, 
entre 271 y 273, reparto Mazorra, in Havana. 
The vigil opened with a prayer, the singing of the 
national anthem and a lengthy political speech. 
It ended with a prayer. The following people par-
ticipated in the meeting: René Montes de Oca 
Martija, Yusniel Hernández Basan, Eduardo 
López Moreno, Reiniel Arencibia Rodríguez, 
Juan Gualberto luque Carpio, Manuel Lauduet 
Hernández, Estanislao Estrada, José Reiniel 
Fleitas Fernández, Modesto Leopoldo Valdivia 
Varela, Agustín lópez Rodríguez, Esther Germán 
Valdez, Enrique Domínguez Iglesias, Juan Villalsa 
Sánchez, Leydi Labrada Losada, Diosbel Cuellar 
González, Alfredo Suárea Leandro, Reinaldo 
González Santiago, Alejandro Luis Carriot, 
Rigoberto Martínez Castillo, Ismael Acosta 
Hernández and Alberto Durán Rodríguez.
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event 
at the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
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Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 

Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.
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Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, March 16, 2004. Elsa Morejón 
Hernández, wife of prisoner of conscience Oscar 
Elías Biscet, sent an open letter to the govern-
ment and media outlets in which she described 
the injustice and torture that her husband faces 

in the Kilo 5 prison in Pinar del Río. “My hope is 
that this missive serves as testimony to the world 
about the injustice that we, the men and women 
who struggle peacefully in our country for free-
dom for all Cubans, are suffering,” Morejón said. 
In the letter, she provides a complete outline of 
Oscar Elías Biscet’s nonviolent actions in defense 
of human rights, and all of the times that this 
activity has led to his going to jail, where he has 
been kept in enclosed cells and subjected to innu-
merable acts of humiliation and torture.
Source: Cubanet.

Ciego de Avila, March 16, 2004. The Cuban 
Human Rights Foundation announced the insti-
tution of the Paloma prize, to be given to a differ-
ent person every year. According to the rules of 
the prize, any resident of Cuba is eligible who is 
committed to monitoring and denouncing viola-
tions of human rights in the country, to defending 
individual and public freedoms and to the devel-
opment of civic society. To be eligible, the activist 
must have spent at least fi ve years working for 
the cause, including likeminded participation in 
activities organized by domestic and foreign dis-
sident groups. Acts of violence and degradation 
do not qualify under these rules. The Paloma 
prize consists of a trophy, a personalized plaque 
and $300. 
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Havana, March 14, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Villa Clara, March 12, 2004. Two slogans ap-
peared written on walls in the city of Santa Clara, 
attracting the attention of neighbors and passers-
by who gathered opposite the slogans until the 
police arrived to remove them. Black ink declar-
ing “Hey, Fidel must be brought down”, appeared 
on the main thoroughfare of Calle Cuba, on the 
wall of #470 – the home of well-known commu-
nists – very early in the morning. Near the place, 
on the corner of Calle Cuba and Serafín Sandez, 
the writing read “Fidel, murderer”, placed right 
under the nose of Peoples’ Council President José 
Chalup. A very strong civil resistance movement 
has been developing, with clandestine activities 
taking place at night, in different parts of the 
country’s central region. A few months ago, the 
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police launched a strong offensive to capture 
the authors of similar political vandalism in 
Cifuentes. 
Source: Cubanet.

Havana, March 11, 2004. Alcira Ávila Fabré, 
mother of the dissident Leonardo Bruzón Ávila – 
jailed more than two years ago but never charged 
with a crime – said that her son “is on the verge of 
death” because of his precarious health situation. 
She demanded that he stand trial. The opposi-
tion activist, arrested in Havana on February 22, 
2002, was accused by the police of contempt and 
breach of peace. He is currently staging a hunger 
strike, which began on February 22, 2004.
Source: Agence France Press

March 10, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. The Pro-Human Rights Party of Cuba 
sponsored a “Freedom without exile for Cuban 
Political Prisoners” vigil at the home of Ismael 
Acosta Hernández, located at calle 208 #27119, 
entre 271 y 273, reparto Mazorra, in Havana. 
The vigil opened with a prayer, the singing of the 
national anthem and a lengthy political speech. 
It ended with a prayer. The following people par-
ticipated in the meeting: René Montes de Oca 
Martija, Yusniel Hernández Basan, Eduardo 
López Moreno, Reiniel Arencibia Rodríguez, 
Juan Gualberto luque Carpio, Manuel Lauduet 
Hernández, Estanislao Estrada, José Reiniel 
Fleitas Fernández, Modesto Leopoldo Valdivia 
Varela, Agustín lópez Rodríguez, Esther Germán 
Valdez, Enrique Domínguez Iglesias, Juan Villalsa 
Sánchez, Leydi Labrada Losada, Diosbel Cuellar 
González, Alfredo Suárea Leandro, Reinaldo 
González Santiago, Alejandro Luis Carriot, 
Rigoberto Martínez Castillo, Ismael Acosta 
Hernández and Alberto Durán Rodríguez.
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event 
at the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
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Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 

Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.
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Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 

the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 

Four members of  the Cuban dissident group Moderate Refl ection Table give a press conference on March 9, 2004 to explain 
the purpose of  the forum. Photographed are: Manuel Cuesta Morúa (right) and Mayra Sanchez (left), holding the sign, and 
Leonardo Calvo and Fernando Sánchez, seated.

NOTIMEX
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30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, March 8, 2004. Luis Moreira Ávila, a 
common prisoner, declared a hunger strike be-
cause his health situation has reached a critical 
condition and he has not received any medical at-
tention. The alleged crime that landed Moreira 
Ávila in prison was that of killing a cow, although 
the government never provided any proof of the 
crime. His strike is to carry on indefi nitely.
Source: Luis González Medina, Cuba-Miami 
Information Bridge.

Havana, March 7, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Pinar del Río, March 6, 2004. René Oñate gave 
a conference on freedom of conscience and artistic 
expression at the headquarters of the “Interior 
Space” Independent Visual Arts Project. A cul-
tural event consisting of a poetry reading of work 
by journalist Raúl Rivero was also held that day.
Source: René Oñate Sixto, “Inner Space” 
Independent Visual Arts Project.

Pinar del Río, March 5, 2004. Juan Padrón 
Camejo, the coordinator of the “Inner Space” 
Independent Visual Arts Project, presented his 
thesis on the importance of libraries specializing 
in creative spaces for the arts. 
Source: René Oñate Sixto, “Inner Space” 
Independent Visual Arts Project.

Pinar del Río, March 4, 2004. Professor Oisis 
Z. Díaz, executive member of the “Inner Space” 
Independent Visual Arts Project, presented his 
essay on “Personality Development with Art 
Assistance”. 
Source: René Oñate Sixto, “Inner Space” 
Independent Visual Arts Project.

Pinar del Río, March 3, 2004. The “Inner 
Space” Independent Visual Arts Project confer-
ence series continued. On this day, Dr. Sergio 
Ríos spoke about art therapy. This physician and 
project member has found that art therapy is a 
valuable resource for treating patients suffering 
from depression. 

Source: René Oñate Sixto, “Inner Space” 
Independent Visual Arts Project.

Las Tunas, March 3, 2004. On the sixth an-
niversary of the foundation of Cuba’s indepen-
dent libraries, eight opposition activists in the 
Las Tunas province gathered to celebrate the 
achievement at Mayo Oro 118, entre J. Marianao 
y Cuba, in Las Tunas. Héctor Riverón González, 
a journalist with the Libertad agency and the di-
rector of the Mario de la Peña library reported 
that various topics were discussed regarding the 
importance of these libraries and the symbolic in-
clusion of their founders, Berta Mexidor Vázquez 
and Ramón Humberto Colás Castillo, who cur-
rently live in Miami. One of the books they high-
lighted was “Cómo llegó la noche” (“How the night 
arrived”), by Commander Húber Matos.
Source: Jesús Álvarez Castillo. Cuba Press.

March 3, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
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Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. The Pro-Human Rights Party of Cuba 
sponsored a “Freedom without exile for Cuban 
Political Prisoners” vigil at the home of Ismael 
Acosta Hernández, located at calle 208 #27119, 
entre 271 y 273, reparto Mazorra, in Havana. 
The vigil opened with a prayer, the singing of the 
national anthem and a lengthy political speech. 
It ended with a prayer. The following people par-
ticipated in the meeting: René Montes de Oca 
Martija, Yusniel Hernández Basan, Eduardo 
López Moreno, Reiniel Arencibia Rodríguez, 
Juan Gualberto luque Carpio, Manuel Lauduet 
Hernández, Estanislao Estrada, José Reiniel 
Fleitas Fernández, Modesto Leopoldo Valdivia 
Varela, Agustín lópez Rodríguez, Esther Germán 
Valdez, Enrique Domínguez Iglesias, Juan Villalsa 
Sánchez, Leydi Labrada Losada, Diosbel Cuellar 
González, Alfredo Suárea Leandro, Reinaldo 
González Santiago, Alejandro Luis Carriot, 
Rigoberto Martínez Castillo, Ismael Acosta 
Hernández and Alberto Durán Rodríguez.
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event 
at the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.

Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
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Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 

Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.
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Vigils for the freedom without exile of  Cuban political prisoners held in Placetas, Villa Clara.

Pinar del Río, March 2, 2004. A confer-
ence series sponsored by the “Interior Spaces” 
Independent Visual Arts Project began. Eleven 
people participated in the event, including: Juan 
M. Camejo, director of the project, who presented 

his reactions regarding Cuba’s political and cul-
tural governance, drawing on his experiences as 
a political prisoner in the Boniato prison. 
Source: René Oñate Sixto, “Inner Space” 
Independent Visual Arts Project.
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APRIL 2004 
Santiago de Cuba, April 30, 2004. Political 
prisoner Manuel Vázquez Portal began a hunger 
strike to protest the conditions of his confi ne-
ment. According to his wife, Yolanda Huerga, the 
penitentiary authorities in Boniato, where he is 
being kept, have imposed new restrictions on the 
food and other items that the dissident may re-
ceive in prison. On this date, the jail authorities 
denied his family members permission to give 
him food on their quarterly visit, giving the ex-
cuse that the care package weighed more than 
15 kilograms. On May 8, 2004, Vázquez Portal 
ended his hunger strike and let his family mem-
bers know that, days after beginning his protest, 
the authorities had given him the food packages 
that had been withheld.  
Source: Committee for the Protection of 
Journalists, published online in Encuentro en la 
Red. Reporters without Borders. IFEX

Havana, April 29, 2004. Bárbara Elisa Collazo, 
the wife of political prisoner Miguel Valdés 
Tamayo, sent various letters of complaint to 
the former General Director of Penitentiary 
Establishments, Brigade General Calderín 
Tamayo, the current director, Brigade General 
Lino Torres, and to the top government offi cial 
of the Penitentiary Legality Inspection Division, 
María Caridad Oña Fabelo The letters denounced 
the sadistic situation in which the government 
retains her husband and his fellow political pris-
oners. She noted that they deny him conjugal vis-
its, telephone calls and religious assistance, and 
have placed him far away from his home. Valdés 
Tamayo is serving an 18-year sentence for being 
a human rights activist.
Source: Juan Carlos Linares. Cubanet.

Havana, April 29, 2004. Various members of 
the Ladies in White sent messages to prisoner of 
conscience Martha Beatriz Roque Cabello, who is 
being kept at the Carlos J. Finlay military hos-
pital in Havana. In the message, they asked her 
to begin taking the medications that are neces-
sary to combat her illnesses. They also expressed 
their admiration for her and their solidarity with 

the dignifi ed position she has taken in response 
to the Cuban foreign minister’s comments about 
her health. On the other hand, however, they 
reminded her about her Christian faith, which 
prohibits attempts to affl ict damage to one’s own 
body. “We need her safe and healthy for the good 
of our country,” the Ladies in White said. 

Martha Beatriz Roque, who is 58 years old, was 
sentenced to 20 years in jail during the summary 
trials of April 2003.
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

Havana, April 28, 2004.  The Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” held a peaceful 
march from its party headquarters in San Miguel 
de Padrón to the house of honored party member 
Humberto Guerra Perugorría, better known as 
Benny. A rosary was said for the freedom of all 
political prisoners. 
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Matanzas, April 28, 2004. The 19-year-old con-
script Sandys Cárdenas Vasallo, an active mem-
ber of the Democratic Movement, presented the 
Varela Project in a meeting held in his military 
unit in Matanzas. Following this action, he was 
held for six months at the La Paula de Matanzas 
prison, located at Calle San Miguel 4900. 
Cárdenas lives at Sindico 29 entre Peña Blanca 
y Amparo, in Santa Clara
Source: Diolexys Rodríguez Hurtado, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

April 28, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
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Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 

was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Friends and family try to console Alcida Ávila (center) at 
the hospital in Havana on April 7, 2004, where her son, 
Leonardo Bruzón Ávila, the president of  the February 24 
opposition group, was brought after eight days of  hunger 
strike. Bruzón Ávila was jailed on February 22, 2002 and, 
after two and one-half  years in prison, is still awaiting trial.

CLAUDIA DAUT/REUTERS
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Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedomattended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the 
National Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom”.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 

Members of  the Pro-Human Rights Party, an affi liate of  the Andrei Sakharov Foundation, hold a candlelight vigil in Havana 
following a 12-hour fast in support of  the United Nations Commission on Human Rights censuring of  Cuba, which the 
international organization announced in Geneva on April 15, 2004.

NIURKA BARROSO/AFP
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Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 

Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, April 25, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, April 22, 2004.  A group of opponents 
makes a prayer circle to request the freedom of 
Cuban political prisoners.  30 activists partici-
pate in the activity organized by Mrs. Yolanda 
Triana Estupiñán, wife of political prisoner 
Orlando Fundora Alvarez.  Relatives of other po-
litical prisoners participate in the prayer chain.
Source: EFE. El Nuevo Herald

Havana, April 21, 2004. Prisoner of conscience 
Martha Beatriz Roque Cabello, being held at the 
Carlos J. Finlay military hospital in Havana, 
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complained to the political police and asked them 
to return her to the Manto Negro jail, where she 
was previously held. The prisoner was trying to 
avoid being examined by the hospital staff and be-
ing administered the diabetes and blood pressure 
medication prescribed to her. Roque Cabello’s 
request came in response to comments that the 
Cuban foreign minister made in a nationally tele-
vised press conference concerning her health, the 
medical attention she receives and the “marvel-
ous conditions” in which she is kept. 
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

Havana, April 21, 2004. Democratic Party 30th 
of November “Frank País” held a march from 
its party headquarters, located at the home 
of Mirtha Villanueva at Calzada de Managua 
#2184, Reparto Eléctrico, to the headquarters 
of the Association of Political Prisoners, at the 
home of Yolanda Triana Estupiñán, Avenida 
del Rosario #5, e/ Calzada de Bejucal y Calle A, 
Reparto Rosario, in Havana’s Arroyo Naranjo 
municipality. More than 20 people participated 
in the march.
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

April 21, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 

Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
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cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedomattended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the 
National Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy 

and Freedom”.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
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Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, April 20, 2004. The Alternative 
Republican movement, a sponsor of the 
Alternative Dissident Peñas Project, announced 
the formation of new groups, called peñas,  in dif-
ferent places around the country. In Havana, the 
Peña José de la Luz y Caballero was launched 
at the Fe del Valle park, located at the corner of 
Galiano and San Rafael. This group will be head-
ed by Rodney Batista Marcos.

Leonel Trenal Sandez will lead the Peña Esqui-
na Republicana, located at Raúl Peraza 127 entre 
6 y 7, Reparto Agüero, in Santiago de Cuba.

The Alternative Dissident Peñas Project com-
prises eight such groups and will soon establish 

new peñas in Pinar del Río, Holguín and Villa 
Clara. Henry Saumell Peña, president of the op-
position movement, said that the project’s basic 
objective is to reestablish traditional patriotic 
gatherings in Cuban homes and to promote refl ec-
tion and debate to fi nd the best way to confront 
the current crisis. In addition, one of the project’s 
fi rst tasks is to create a news forum where an ev-
eryday Cuban can receive ample and valid infor-
mation about the Castro prison system and the 
real situation of the political prisoners.
Source: María López, Lux Info Press. Cubanet.

Camagüey, April 19, 2004. Neighbors of Calle 
Arenera between Línea and Quiñónez, in Reparto 
Saratoga, protested in the streets and threatened 
to overturn police cars at the scene of the pro-
test. Their actions prevented the arrest of Daisy 
Sánchez Giralt, who moments earlier had irately 
protested against what she considered to be un-
just. Demolition brigades from the municipal 
housing authority, with support from police, ar-
rived to evict fi ve families from the area and de-
molish their homes. 
Source: Moisés Leonardo Rodríguez Valdés, 
Decoro Group. Cubanet.

Havana, April 18, 2004. Wives and family mem-
bers of political prisoners gather at the home of 
Laura Pollán, the wife of jailed independent jour-
nalist Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. The “Literary 
Tea” is an opportunity to share letters written 
by the political prisoners and for the wives and 
family members to comment on the specifi c situ-
ations of their loved ones. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, April 18, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, April 18, 2004. Twenty human 
rights activists, members of the Pro Human 
Rights Party affi liated to the Andrei Sahkarov 
Foundation, distributed about 400 pamphlets 
on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
throughout the streets of Havana, concurrently, 
the United Nations Human Rights Commission 
was voting over the case of Cuba.
Source: EFE. El Nuevo Herald.
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Havana, April 17, 2004. The Club of Friends 
of Human Rights sent a package of cards full of 
greetings and messages of support to prisoner of 
conscience Dr. Oscar Elías Biscet González, who 
is held in the Kilo 5 ½ prison in Pinar del Río. 
The letters were sent as part of the Solidarity 
with Political Prisoners letter-writing campaign 
that the group has organized.

A total of 15 letters with biblical messages 
and signs of support were sent. “We want to see 
how many of these letters reach our brother, the 
founder of the Club of Friends of Human Rights, 
Elías Biscet,” said former political prisoner Aren-
cibia Fajardo. 
Source: Ernesto Roque Cintero. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, April 17, 2004. The Marta Abreu 
Social Studies Forum offered two conferences at 
the headquarters of the Christian Democratic 
Movement of Cuba. “What is democracy?” and 
“Religious formations in society” were given by 
Carlos Martínez Year and Miguel Tejera Tenorio, 
respectively, both of whom are members of the 
forum. The MDCC offi ce is located at edifi cio 10, 
calle G del reparto José Martí, in Santa Clara. 
This type of educational activity, directors of the 
forum said, are going to continue so that the na-
scent civil society can gain consciousness in a 
practical way about what a society will be under 
the principles of democracy in which rule of law 
truly prevails.
Source: Belkis Rodríguez Bravo, Cubanacán 
Press.

Villa Clara, April 16, 2004. A literary candle-
light evening is held at the offi ces of the Entre 
Ríos Independent Culture Center (CCI) located 
at Villuendas 20, entre Independencia y Martí in 
Santa Clara. The event was dedicated to journal-
ist and poet Raúl Rivero Castañeda, one of the 
75 people jailed in 2003. The even reached its 
emotional peak during the reading of the poem, 
“Order to Register”.

The following Villa Clara intellectuals attend-
ed: Carlos Martínez Yera, Magalys Suárez Mar-
tínez, Isabel Rey Rodríguez, Guillermo Fariñas 
Hernández, Miguel Tejeda, Jorge Félix Toledo 
Alfonso and Miriam Fernández Armas, who is the 
director of the cultural institution. Similar events 
will be held periodically to pay homage to the im-
prisoned intellectuals and to promote the work of 
young artists who have decided to develop their 
artistic and cultural talents independently. 
Source: Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

Havana, April 15, 2004.  Political prisoner 
Orlando Fundora, held in the Combinado del Este 
maximum-security prison began a protest, said 
his wife, the activist Yolanda Triana Estupiñan. 
According to Triana, Fundora decided to take a 
stand in order to defend his rights. “My husband 
was receiving medical treatment in the room 
known as G-3 and from there he was sent to a 
solitary confi nement cell where he did not receive 
the medical treatment he needs, all as a result of 
asking for his rights to be respected. As a result 
of the prisoner’s stance, he was transferred from 
the hospital prison to a solitary confi nement cell 
where he remained without any communication 
through April 24. 
Source:  Ernesto Roque, CubaNet /Cubanet 

April 14, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.
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Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.

Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedomattended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the 
National Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom”.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
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in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, April 13, 2004. Josefa López Peña 
called on Cuban Foreign Minister Felipe Pérez 
Roque to interview her husband, political prison-
er Miguel Sigler Amaya, in order to verify that the 
political prisoners are mistreated by their jailers. 
According to López Peña, less than 72 hours be-
fore the foreign minister gave a press conference 
stating that no prisoner was mistreated in Cuban 
prisons, her husband was hit hard by the re-edu-
cator Osmani in the Agüica prison. She said she 
knew of a prison guard thug named Emilio Cruz 
Rodríguez who is in charge of interior order in 
the prison and is known for torturing the prison-
ers. As a result of Cruz Rodríguez’ abuse, prison-
ers have suffered broken bones and lost teeth.
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

Havana, April 11, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Camagüey, April 8, 2004. A young man sen-
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tenced to 14 years in prison for drug use who is 
being held at Kilo 8 prison, detachment 8, began 
a hunger strike in protest of the severity of his 
sentence. “They didn’t catch me doing anything; 
I wasn’t smoking or dealing,” he said. “They con-
demned me on circumstantial evidence and I’m 
not going to serve that unjust sentence. I would 
rather die.” His identity could not be confi rmed.  
Another 97 youths were jailed under similar ac-
cusations, including many accused of engaging in 
other sectors of the informal economy.
Source: Moisés Leonardo Rodríguez, Decoro 
Group. Cubanet.

Matanzas, April 7, 2004. Various opposi-
tion activists gathered at the Pedro Betancourt 
Municipal Cemetery to participate in homage 
to opposition activist Mumidia Acosta Tieles, 
mother of the well-known human rights defender 
Angel Moya Acosta, on the fi rst anniversary of 
her death. The Alternative Option Independent 
Movement organized the event. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement.

April 7, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.
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Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedomattended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the 
National Association of Rafters “Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom”.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 

Relatives of  political prisoners pose by a poster with the names and photos of  the 75 dissidents arrested during Cuba’s Black 
Spring. The group is gathered for a fast in Havana, April 6, 2004.

NIURKA BARROSO/AFP
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of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-

ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, April 6, 2004. A group of thirty activ-
ists and family members of political prisoners 
initiate a 24-hour fast demanding liberty for the 
over 300 political prisoners documented in Cuba. 
Source: Agence France Press. Associated Press. El 
Nuevo Herald. Diario Las Américas.

Isla de Pinos, April 5, 2004. A branch offi ce of 
the National Union and Labor Training Center 
was opened at Calle 45 # 3005, entre 30 y 32. 
Nueva Gerona, Isla de Pinos. The local CONIC 
representative, Héctor Pachá García, will run the 
offi ce.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press.

Havana, April 4, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
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the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, April 1, 2004. The Alternative 
Republican movement celebrated its second an-
niversary with an act dedicated to the political 
prisoners. Special mention was made of Orlando 
Zapata Tamayo, the honorary vice director of 
the organization. The event was held at the 
group’s headquarters, located at Tenerife 168 
entre Carmen y Rastro, in Habana Vieja. The 
organization read a statement at the event call-
ing on the countries participating in the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights meeting 
in Geneva to “not turn their backs on the Cuba 
people and to condemn the totalitarian Castro re-
gime.” The following people were present: Reina 
Tamayo, mother of Orlando Zapata; former politi-
cal prisoner Julia Cecilia, president of the Liberal 
Democratic Party of Cuba; Maritza Castro of 
the Mothers’ Committee; Rogelio Menéndez, 
president of Municipalities of Cuba; Félix Jaime 
González, Cuba Commission; as well as members 

of the Children of the Virgen de Regla, the Social 
Justice Association and activists from the inde-
pendent labor movement. 

In spite of a visit to the event site two days earlier 
by State Security offi cials, who warned Saumell 
Peña that the event would not be permitted, ev-
erything went smoothly and the political police 
did not show up. 
Source: María López, Lux Info Press. Cubanet.

Havana, April 1, 2004. A new alternative meet-
ing place for dissidents is inaugurated on the 
roof of the house located at Tenerife 168, Centro 
Habana.
Source: Enri Saumell Peña, Republican 
Alternative Movement and initiator of Dissident 
Alternative Meeting Places.

Camagüey, April 1, 2004. The “El Camagüeyano” 
Bulletin published Volume 3, Number 1 of this 
news bulletin produced by the local independent 
press.  The bulletin is run by independent jour-
nalist Luis Guerra Juvier.
Source: Boletín El Camagüeyano. Luis Guerra 
Juvier. Directorio Democrático Cubano.

Members of  the Pro-Human Rights Party, an affi liate of  the Andrei Sakharov Foundation, pose with the party standard on 
Wednesday, April 15, 2004, during a vigil for the freedom without exile of  Cuban political prisoners.

NIURKA BARROSO/AFP
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MAY 2004 
Havana, May 30, 2004. The political prison-
ers care package campaign was launched at the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank País”. 
The idea of the initiative is to help the political 
prisoners by collecting food and personal toiletry 
items. More than 20 opposition activists partici-
pated.
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Havana, May 30, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, May 27, 2004. An independent li-
brary was christened with the name of Mercedes 
Medina. Ten people attended the opening amidst 
a visible police presence. The studies and class 
center is located at Rabí 816, apartamento 6, 
entre General Lee y Pasaje de General Lee, in 
Santos Suárez, Havana, at the home of 27-year-
old Baptist preacher Ariel Arteaga Castellón. 
The library, which is named for the exiled former 
political prisoner from Cuba who died on April 
16 in the United States, specializes in theology 
and offers more than 300 copies of the Bible for 
public use. 
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Havana, May 27, 2004. A seminar titled “Basic 
instruments for labor freedom” began at Gerardo 
Grande 55 fi nal, in the Regla municipality. The 
seminar will address basic international labor 
standards, in the process denouncing the viola-
tions of workers’ rights contained in the Cuban 
Labor Code. Twenty people attended the course. 
This programmed is planned to be extended 
throughout the country. 
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press. Cubanet.

Havana, May 27, 2004. A branch offi ce of the 
National Union and Labor Training Center was 
opened at Calle Campanario # 354, entre San 
Miguel y San Rafael, Centro Habana. Enrique 
Pérez González will run the offi ce.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press.

Santiago de Cuba, May 27, 2004. Prisoner 
of conscience Próspero Gaínza began a hunger 
strike by sewing his mouth shut in the Boniato 
prison. His wife, María Esther Blanco, who is 
seven months pregnant, said that if prison au-
thorities continue to prevent her husband from 
receiving all of his care packages, she and four 
other people would make a stand in front of the 
prison. 
Source: Jorge Ramón Castillo, ICDPRESS. 
Cubanet.

May 26, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
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Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-

cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
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Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.

Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 

Elizardo Sánchez Santacruz, leader of  the Commission on Human Rights and National Reconciliation, shows the press a 
map with all of  the prisons in operation today in Cuba. According to the activist, more than 100,000 prisoners in Cuba live in 
conditions well below those established by internationally accepted norms. The press conference was held on May 11, 2004.

EPA
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the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 

Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Matanzas, May 24, 2004. A meeting to dis-
cuss the life of Pedro Luis Boitel is held at Calle 
González García #58 A, Cabezas in the Unión de 
Reyes municipality. Sixteen people participated 
in the event. 
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Villa Clara, May 24, 2004. After learning of the 
measure enacted by the United States govern-

The mothers and wives of  jailed dissidents, known as the Ladies in White, attend mass every Sunday at Havana’s Santa Rita 
church and then march down Quinta Avenida in a sign of  protest. Here they appear on Mothers’ Day in 2004, spelling out 
the word “libertad”, which means “freedom.”

EPA
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ment, the prisoners in the security area of the 
Jóvenes de Villa Clara prison shouted antigovern-
ment slogans and raised their voices that “now” it 
was going to fall. “On the 11th, upon hearing about 
the closing of the shopping centers, there was 
uproar of all sorts. The most intrepid among us 
shouted at full voice, “Down with Fidel!”… This is 
starting to take root because the young people in 
this prison are beginning to take consciousness of 
the change,” said political prisoner José Gabriel 
Ramón Castillo in a letter to the press.
Source: Javier Machado, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

Havana, May 23, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Matanzas, May 23, 2004. An activity was held 
in the Cárdenas municipality as part of the Pedro 
Luis Boitel Lives Celebration featuring a read-
ing from the martyr’s biography. The event took 
place at the party headquarters of the Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”, located at Calle 
Progreso #458 entre Industria y Obispo. Ten peo-
ple, including the Varadero party delegate, took 
part in the activity. 
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas, May 22, 2004. Twenty-one people 
gathered for a meeting held as part of the Pedro 
Luis Boitel Lives Celebration. Biographies of po-
litical prisoners with local roots, Féliz Navarro, 
Iván Hernández Carrillo and the Sigler Amaya 
brothers, were read. The event took place at the 
home of activist Luis García Carmona, which is 
located at Calle Manuel Fajardo #16, in the Itabo 
neighborhood of the Martí municipality.
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Pinar del Río, May 20, 2004. Fourteen people 
celebrated Cuba’s national independence day at 
the “Interior Spaces” Independent Visual Arts 
Project headquarters. The group discussed as-
pects of the republic during different stages of 
its history, noting achievements and errors. They 
also presented caricatures drawn by Efraín Mesa 
Morales.
Source: René Oñate Sixto, “Inner Space” 

Independent Visual Arts Project, Pinar del Río.

Villa Clara, May 20, 2004. A branch offi ce of the 
National Union and Labor Training Center was 
opened at Calle G, Efi cio 10, Apt. # 3, Reparto 
José Martí, Santa Clara, Villa Clara. Magaly 
Suárez will run the offi ce.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press.

Matanzas, May 19, 2004. People who spent time 
in prison with Pedro Luis Boitel participated in 
an event that took place in Limonar as part of the 
Pedro Luis Boitel Lives Celebration. Julio Luis 
García Castro, who spent 18 years in prison, was 
among the group. 
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas, May 19, 2004. Fifteen activists from 
the Alternative Option Independent Movement 
placed fl owers in front of the statue of José Martí 
in the Pedro Betancourt park in homage to the 
national hero on the anniversary of his death. 
They sang the National Anthem and held a mo-
ment of silence in his honor.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement.

Las Tunas, May 19, 2004.  Seven people par-
ticipated in an activity held as part of the Pedro 
Luis Boitel Lives Celebration organized by the 
Party for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”, at Jesús 
Menéndez #23 entre Frank País, in the Manatí 
municipality.   
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Santiago de Cuba, May 19, 2004. Awards were 
given for the “As Martí Dreamed It” Children’s 
Drawing Contest. The ceremony was held at 
Calle Peralejo #311 A entre Trinidad y Habana, 
Santiago de Cuba. Fifteen or 16 children partici-
pated. 
Source: Jorge Luis Ramón Castillo, ICDPRESS, 
Culture and Democracy Independent Institute.

Santiago de Cuba, May 19, 2004. Seven peo-
ple participated in an activity held as part of the 
Pedro Luis Boitel Lives Celebration organized by 
the Party for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”, at 
Avenida Martí #12, Songo La Maya.  
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.
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May 19, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
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Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.

Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 

The Ladies in White, the mothers, wives and sisters of  political prisoners, march along Havana’s Quinta Avenida on May 9 to 
protest the unjust imprisonment of  their loved ones.

REUTERS
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political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 

Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, May 18, 2004. Wives and family mem-
bers of political prisoners gathered at the home of 
Laura Pollán, the wife of jailed independent jour-
nalist Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. The “Literary 
Tea” is an opportunity to share letters written 
by the political prisoners and for the wives and 
family members to comment on the specifi c situ-
ations of their loved ones. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, May 16, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Villa Clara, May 15, 2004. Offi cials from the 
Villa Clara School of Art Instructors have been 
very discreet about the expulsion of Yasmani 
Oliva, the visual arts student who acknowledged 
being the author of a sign that said in large, 
formed letters, “Down with Fidel”. The authori-
ties do not want this issue to escalate. A native 
of Manantiales, Jibacoa, in the Manicaragua mu-
nicipality, the 16-year-old wrote the enormous 
poster during the morning hours while an open 
tribune of support was being set up in support 
of the Cuban leader’s declaration of the previous 
night.
Source: Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

Pinar del Río, May 14, 2004. Political prison-
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ers Diosdado González Marrero, José Daniel 
Ferrer García and Leonel Grave de Peralta be-
gan a hunger strike in solidarity with the hunger 
strike that fellow political prisoners Normando 
Hernández González has been holding since May 
7. Hernández González began his strike in pro-
test of having to live with extremely dangerous 
criminals. The political prisoners have rejected 
this repressive measure used by the penal au-
thorities.
Source: Yaraí Reyes Marín, wife of Normando 
Hernández González. Reporters without Borders. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva, wife of politi-
cal prisoner Normando Hernández González. 
Directorio Democrático Cubano. Cubanet.

Pinar del Río, May 13, 2004. Ten people par-
ticipated in a simultaneous opening of the Pedro 
Luis Boitel Lives Celebration.   
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas, May 13, 2004. Twenty-two peo-
ple participated in the Pedro Luis Boitel Lives 
Celebration at the headquarters of the Democratic 
Party “Pedro Luis Boitel”, located at Avenida 30 
#1104 entre 11 y 13, Jovellanos.  The group dis-
cussed the life of Pedro Luis Boitel. 
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Villa Clara, May 13, 2004.  Twenty-two peo-
ple participated in the Pedro Luis Boitel Lives 
Celebration, held at the home of Eddy Espinosa 
Franco in Santa Clara. 
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.  

Villa Clara, May 13, 2004. Twelve people at-
tended a meeting at the Jagüey Grande home of 
Osvaldo Rodríguez Rodríguez, who served time 
in prison with Pedro Luis Boitel.  
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Villa Clara, May 13, 2004. The Pedro Luis 
Boitel Homage Celebration, organized by the 
Cuban Nationalist Civic Movement (MCMC), the 
Standing Firm until Freedom and Democracy in 
Cuba movement and the Center for Training and 
Professional Orientation, began with a vigil. 

The event took place at the MCMC vice presi-
dent’s offi ce, at Calle 6 #16, Reparto Camacho, 
and was attended by representatives from many 

opposition organizations. “We want to pay trib-
ute to someone who is an example of dignity and 
loyalty to the cause of freedom in Cuba,” said 
Idalberto González Gómez. Pedro Luis Boitel 
Abraham died on May 25, 1973 after a 53-day 
hunger strike in prison. 
Source: Jaime Rodríguez and Javier Machado, 
Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, May 13, 2004. The members of the 
Santa Clara municipal delegation of the Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” met to pay tribute 
and homage to the martyr on the 73rd anniver-
sary of his birth. According to Luis E. Junquera 
García, there was a photo of the martyr at the 
event, where people read from his biography and 
discussed his heroic acts. Then they talked about 
his fi nal hunger strike. The event took place at 
the party’s local headquarters, at Candelaria 272 
B, entre Ciclón y Toscano, Reparto Raúl Sancho. 
Source: Jaime Rodríguez and Javier Machado, 
Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

Havana, May 12, 2004. The Committee for the 
Defense of the Revolution (CDR) convened a 
meeting on the same day and time as the vigil 
held for Freedom without Exile of the Cuban 
Political Prisoners, which is held at the home of 
Soledad Rivas Verdecia, the wife of political pris-
oner Roberto de Miranda Hernández – sentenced 
in April 2003 to 20 years in prison. At the CDR 
meeting, which was held across the street from 
the home of Rivas Verdecia, someone said, “What 
we’ve got to do is get rid of the political prisoners; 
someone should plant a bomb on them.” This led 
to shouts of “Down with the political prisoners!” 
according to Soledad Rivas. In response to this 
verbal aggression, the participants in the vigil 
walked out to the front porch of the house and 
sang the national anthem, followed by shouts of 
“Viva!” in the names of the political prisoners. 
Then they demanded their freedom in loud voic-
es. Later, the CDR meeting ended. Attendance at 
that meeting was no more than 10 people, while 
21 people attended the vigil. 
Source: Moisés Leonardo Rodríguez Valdés, 
Decoro Group. Cubanet.

Matanzas, May 12, 2004. The Pedro Luis Boitel 
Lives Celebration begins, in spite of a heavy State 
Security presence, with a mass for the dead at 8:00 
p.m. in the Nuestra Señora de la Asunción y San 
Francisco de Asís Church. The church is located 
at Calle 13, Iglesia Mayor, in Jovellanos, where 
Boitel was born. Seventeen people participated in 
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the mass, including friends and members of the 
Party for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”. 
Source: Tomás Fernández Tihert, Party for 
Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel”.

May 12, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 

“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.
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Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 

María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
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“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, May 11, 2004. Elizardo Sánchez 
Santacruz, the president of the Cuban Commission 
on Human Rights and National Reconciliation 
held a press conference to address the jail situa-
tion in Cuba following a study conducted on the 
topic.
Source: Notimex La Habana.

Camagüey, May 11, 2004. The 11 de Marzo in-
dependent library opens at Fundición No. 49, en-
tre Lebrero y Piedra Imán, reparto Juanito in the 
city of Camagüey. Yazle Benítez Caballero will 
be in charge of the library. The institution holds 
321 units, most of which are books. The library’s 
name is intended to provide a permanent memo-
ry of the victims of the Madrid bombings, which 
took place on march 11, 2004.
Source: Moisés Leonardo Rodríguez Valdés, 
Decoro Group. Cubanet.

Havana, May 10, 2004. Oswaldo Payá Sardinas, 
leader of the Christian Liberation Movement and 
a promoter of the Varela Project, sent a press 
release to the foreign media titled, “Varela con-
tinues… It is still spring,” which celebrates the 
second anniversary of the delivery of the Project 
Varela petition to the National Peoples’ Assembly. 
That petition, delivered on May 10, 2002, was 
signed by 11,020 voters, thus complying with the 
constitutional requirement for a citizen initiative 
to become an offi cial piece of legislature. In the 
press release, which provides a summary of the 
events that have happened in the past two years, 
Payá confi rmed that, following the delivery of an 
additional 14,384 signatures, there are now more 
than 25,000 citizens who have publicly endorsed 
the project. He also announced that a National 
Dialogue would begin both inside and outside of 
Cuba, using the published working document as 

a base. “All Cubans who wish to may participate 
in this dialogue, forming circles of refl ection and 
dialogue,” he said. 
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge. 

Cienfuegos, May 10, 2004. The group of politi-
cal prisoners “Pedro Luis Boitel” sent a message 
from the Ariza prison congratulating the mothers 
of Cuba’s political prisoners. “ To you, Marianas 
Grajales of this century, we send you our pro-
found admiration and most sincere congratula-
tions,” the message read. The letter stresses the 
respect that the group feels for the bravery the 
mothers have demonstrated in spite of the Castro 
regime’s repressive reprisals. The following po-
litical prisoners signed the message: Marcelo 
Cano Rodríguez, Regis Iglesias Ramírez, Jorge 
Luis García Pérez Antúnez, Ricardo Pupo Sierra, 
Juan Carlos Vázquez García and Luis Cueto 
Echeverría. 
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro and 
Emilio Rodríguez, Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

Camagüey, May 10, 2004.  Independent jour-
nalist and prisoner of conscience Juan Carlos 
Herrera Acosta denounced the inhumane and 
cruel policy of political revenge implemented by 
the upper echelons of the Castro regime to elimi-
nate the opposition and its complaints of human 
rights violations. 

At Kilo 7 prison in Camagüey, the prisoners 
were told that they would not receive Mothers’ 
Day visits. Even the worst criminals, including 
murderers and rapists, were given the right to 
receive these visits. “I only demand the rights 
falsely promised by Fidel Castro and Felipe Pérez 
Roque,” Herrera said in the letter. “My complaint 
was considered misbehavior and they subtly told 
me that I will not be classifi ed when I reach the 
second phase, meaning that I will be exiled in-
defi nitely.” 
Source: Javier Machado, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

Havana, May 9, 2004. Vladimiro Roca, the 
president of the Social Democratic Party of Cuba, 
warned that a transition to democracy in Cuba is 
urgent. Toward this end, the measures adopted 
by the United States government, even though 
they hurt the Cuban people, form the basis for 
undermining Fidel Castro’s authoritarian re-
gime. Addressing the diplomatic crisis plaguing 
the relationship between the governments of 
Vicente Fox and Fidel Castro, Roca cast full re-
sponsibility for this rift on the shoulders of the 
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Cuban leader, saying that he handles these is-
sues at his convenience and is always looking for 
political advantages in foreign affairs. 
Source: Natalia Gómez Quintero, Diario El 
Universal, Mexico.

Havana, May 9, 2004. The Ladies in White held 
a solemn march along the Quinta Avenida in 
Miramar in the midst of a heavy police turnout. 
Leaving Sunday mass, held at the Santa Rita de 
Casia church at 5ta. avenida y calle 26, 39 wom-
en dressed in white, each with a gladiolus fl ower 
in one hand and the badge of the Virgen de la 
Caridad del Cobre in the other, walked two ki-
lometers along the wide central avenue. At the 
end of the peaceful march, the group gathered in 
a park next to the church and read off a roll call 
of the more than 300 Cuban political prisoners. 
Upon mentioning each name, the group of women 
shouted in chorus, “Freedom!” They also read a 
prayer for the Cuban homeland, invoked in 1959 
by Lina Ruz, widow of Castro and mother of Fidel 
Castro Ruz, the allegorical story of which moved 
all who were present for the Mothers’ Day event.
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet. 

Pinar del Río, May 7, 2004. Political Prisoner 
Normando Hernández was forcibly transferred to 
Section 8, Cell 6 of the Kilo 5 ½ Prison, where 
he was forced to reside with 106 common prison-
ers. According to his wife, he shouted, “Christ is 
King!” as they moved him. Upon reaching the sec-
tion of the jail, he lay down at the entrance of the 
cell, refused to receive his mattress and declared 
a hunger strike. At this point, the guards took 
him to a solitary confi nement cell for his refusal 
to live with dangerous common criminals. 
Source: Yaraí Reyes Marín, wife of Normando 
Hernández González. Reporters without Borders. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva, wife of politi-
cal prisoner Normando Hernández González. 
Directorio Democrático Cubano. Cubanet.

Havana, May 7, 2004. Prizes were awarded in 
honor of Julio Antonio Valdés Guevara and Fidel 
Suárez Cruz, both of whom were sentenced to 20 
years in prison, on Independent Libraries Day, 
which was founded on May 7, 2002 to mark the 
anniversary of the death of the Cuban poet José 
María Heredia. The following were present at 
the event: Martha Ida Orta Paso, general secre-
tary of the Public Administration Independent 
Union; Emilio González, Havana’s provincial 
delegate of CONIC; as well as Valentín Cabrera, 

Mario Campos, Miguel Tejeda, Arnoldo Pino and 
Magalis Suárez, among other activists. 
Source: Dorka Céspedes, Lux Info Press. 
Cubanet.

Havana, May 6, 2004. Hundreds of people 
walked through the streets of Managua follow-
ing the image of San Isidro Labrador, the patron 
saint of this community in the Arroyo Naranjo 
neighborhood. The procession, which was held 
for the second time after a lapse of many years, 
was part of the culmination of a program of nine 
events that the Catholic Church began to develop 
in the area on May 7 to celebrate the saint and 
commemorate the anniversary of the founding of 
Managua. 
Source: Cuba Verdad. Cubanet.

Havana, May 6, 2004. Various signs reading 
“Down with Fidel” and “Long live freedom” ap-
peared throughout the Cuban capital. In the 
Centro Habana municipality, the signs were 
drawn by unknown painters and placed at the 
gateway of a medical center located at Calle Árbol 
Seco entre Sitios y Peñalver and on the interior 
walls of the well-known Finca de Los Molinos on 
Avenida Carlos III, entre Calzada de Infanta y 
Avenida de Boyeros. In the Plaza de la Revolución 
municipality, the signs appeared in the custom-
ers’ bathrooms at the Coppelia ice cream shop at 
the corner of 23 and L, and on the exterior walls 
of the Calixto García Hospital. 
Source: Gilberto Figueredo Álvarez, Lux Info 
Press. Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Isla de la Pinos, May 5, 2004. The workers at 
the Lídice barber shop were classifi ed as subver-
sives when they announced in an economic effi -
ciency meeting that they would no longer pay the 
dues charged by the union or the day of wages for 
the country’s military. 

The workers also denounced the salary violations 
they have suffered. Since last year, workers in 
the hair styling, barber and manicure sector have 
received only 6 cents for every peso that goes into 
government coffers as part of the service provision 
link, in accordance with the newly implemented 
pay rates and regulations. “The representatives 
of the Labor Bureau that presided over the as-
sembly to hear our announcements reacted with 
indignation and accused us of subversion, saying 
we had sabotaged the meeting,” said one work-
er who identifi ed herself as Magalis. The Lídice 
barbershop is located in the rural community of 
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La Demajagua, about 20 kilometers outside of 
Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Ernesto Roque and Carlos Serpa. 
Cubanet.

May 5, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 

“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.
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Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 

María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
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“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Villa Clara, May 4, 2004. Political prisoner 
Guillermo Fariñas Hernández, sentenced to six 
years and 10 months, sent an open letter to Fidel 
Castro asking that his punishment be exchanged 
with that of prisoner of conscience Martha Beatriz 
Roque Cabello, who was sentenced to 20 years 
in prison during the wave of repression that the 
Castro regime infl icted in March 2003.

In his letter, the political prisoner expressed his 
willingness to assume not only the status of Mar-
tha Beatriz Roque Cabello, but also her sentence. 
Fariñas Hernández is serving his sentence under 
house arrest. Fariñas Hernández was granted 
house arrest when his health deteriorated after 
having held various hunger strikes in slightly 
over one year. 
Source: Emilio Rodríguez, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

Holguín, May 3, 2004. A union for agricultural 

workers, to be led by Arnaldo Pino Leyva, was 
founded in the Velasco municipality. The union 
will be open to agricultural workers who wish to 
form a collective association to establish indepen-
dent cooperatives. “The basic purpose of the inde-
pendent cooperatives is to create jobs, especially in 
geographically distant and hard-to-reach places,” 
said Pino Leyva. “The key to success is contained 
in the structure because the workers are already 
the owners and can turn them into economically 
self-suffi cient entities.” Among the plans of the 
new independent union is to sew corn, fruits and 
vegetables and to raise animals for the work-
ers’ own use and for commercial use. The union, 
which is affi liated with the National Independent 
Workers’ Confederation of Cuba (CONIC), con-
sists of nine agricultural workers and is based at 
calle 2 B 31, Reparto Manuel Fajardo.
Source: María López, Lux Info Press. Cubanet.

Havana, March 1, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Camagüey, May 1, 2004. The “El Camagüeyano” 
Bulletin published Volume 3, Number 1 of this 
news bulletin produced by the local independent 
press. The bulletin is run by independent jour-
nalist Luis Guerra Juvier.
Source: Boletín El Camagüeyano. Luis Guerra 
Juvier. Directorio Democrático Cubano.
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A copy of  the quarterly bulletin 
Fueros, published in Santiago de 
Cuba by the Independent Institute 
for Culture and Democracy.
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Poet and opposition journalist Manuel Vázquez Portal speaks with the press together with his wife, Yolanda Huerga, and 
son, Gabriel, on June 24, 2004, the day he was released from prison for respiratory problems. Vázquez Portal is one of  the 75 
opposition activists who were sentenced to an average of  19 year in prison during summary trials held in April 2003.

REUTERS
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JUNE 2004 
June 30, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 

30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
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González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 

País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 

Miguel Valdés Tamayo (center) poses with fellow activists José Ernesto Curvelo (left) and Armando Oliva (right). Valdés 
Tamayo is a member of  the Fraternal Brothers for Freedom Movement.

EPA
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Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 

Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 

Leonardo Bruzón Ávila of  the Movement for Freedom and Human Rights embraces his daughter, Merceditas Bruzón, and 
wife, Mercedes Lam, in their Centro Habana home on Tuesday, June 8, 2004. Bruzón Ávila was released from prison that day 
due to poor health after 28 months behind bars. International pressure was key in the Castro regime’s decision to release the 
dissident.

REUTERS
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the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 

julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Pinar del Río, June 28, 2004. Alexander Toledo 
Hidalgo, wearing a square button with the num-

Margarito Broche Espinosa with his wife, María Caridad Noa, in Centro Habana on June 29. 2004, the day the opposition 
leader and fi ve others were released from prison.

EPAAE
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ber ‘75’ printed on it – designed to pay homage 
to the 75 Cuban political prisoners that fell vic-
tim to the repressive wave of March and April 
2003 – attempted to enter a dollar store, but was 
stopped by guards who called him a “counterrev-
olutionary”. “I told him that I had every right as 
a common, everyday citizen of this country to en-
ter,” the young man said. “We had an argument 
in the store’s entrance. I decided not to take off 
the badge.” Toledo Hidalgo is a delegate of the 
Democratic Solidarity Party. Since it began to be 
distributed around Cuba, the “75” button has led 
to various confl icts between its wearers and au-
thorities.
Source: Rafael Ferro Salas, Abdala Press. 
Cubanet. René Oñate, Pinar del Río.

Havana, June 27, 2004. During the Ladies in 
White march, which is held every Sunday after 
the mass at the Santa Rita church, Alejandra 
García de la Riva, one of the Ladies in White, is-
sued a statement calling on the public to support 
her husband, who is being held in a solitary con-
fi nement cell at the Kilo 5 1/2 cell in Pinar del 
Río.  García de la Riva, wife of political prisoner 
Diosdado González Marrero, who was sentenced 
to 20 years during the summary trials of April 
2003, complained that her husband is being held 
in solitary confi nement, has had his possessions 
confi scated and is prohibited to communicate 
with family members. She demanded that his 
status as a political prisoner be respected.
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

Guantánamo, June 27, 2004. Sisters Lissi and 
Migdalia Benítez Hernández, 12 and 10 years 
old, respectively, protested outside of the prison 
where their mother is being held demanding to 
see her from afar. Even though prison authori-
ties only allow the girls to visit their mother for 
fi ve minutes at a time, they have never missed 
a scheduled visit. The girls said that they would 
stay until nightfall if they are not permitted to 
see their mother. The mother of the girls, 35-
year-old Migdalia Hernández Enamorad, and her 
husband, Rafael Benítez Chui, were arrested on 
March 19, 2003 when they entered the political 
police offi ce in Guantánamo to contest the im-
prisonment of prisoners of conscience Manuel 
Ubals and Juan Carlos Herrera Acosta. The pair 
was tried in the Cabeceras municipality and 
sentenced to two and four years in jail for the al-
leged crime of contempt of court. She was sent 
to the female compound while her husband is in 

the male compound. Since their arrest, both have 
called for their rights to be respected. They have 
now issued a call to the international community 
seeking support and solidarity. The couple left 
their three children in the care of their grand-
mother, Florinda González. In addition to Lissi 
and Migdalia, they have a 16-year-old daughter, 
Aurelis. The couple said they wanted to let the 
world know that the girls go to the prison every 
Sunday and stand outside. The pair of political 
prisoners said they suffer mistreatment at the 
hands of prison guards.
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Havana, June 26 and 27, 2004. A gathering 
of Masons from the Greater Antilles was held 
in the Cuban capital to commemorate the bicen-
tennial of the fi rst Masonic Lodge in Cuba. The 
Respectable, Illustrious and Centenary lodge of 
Cuba recognizes the prisoner of conscience and 
independent journalist Héctor Fernando Maseda 
Gutiérrez as an honorary member.
Source: Ernesto Roque Cintero. Cubanet.

Pinar del Río, June 24, 2004. Activist Lázaro 
Roque Camejo distributed dozens of copies of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the 
Guane neighborhood. 
Source: Moisés Leonardo Rodríguez, Decoro 
Group. Cubanet.

Havana, June 24, 2004. A group of the Ladies 
in White went to the national headquarters of 
Prisons and Jails in Havana to demand a re-
sponse to the letter they sent on March 19 con-
cerning the conditions of their imprisoned family 
members. They delivered a letter expressing their 
concern over this situation. According to govern-
ment regulations, this type of petition should be 
answered within 40 business days of its receipt.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Villa Clara, June 24, 2004. The Board of 
Directors of the Marta Abreu Social Studies 
Forum in the country’s central region held a 
meeting at the home of its general director, the 
psychologist Guillermo Fariñas Hernández. The 
purpose of the meeting was to evaluate the prog-
ress that each of the group’s thematic branches 
are developing. Below is a list of the directors of 
each thematic branch that attended the meeting: 
Sandra Domínguez Ayala, Health and Society; 
Miriam Quirós González, Education and Society; 
Magalys Suárez Martínez, Unionization and 
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Society; Miguel D. Tejeda Tenorio, Religion and 
Society; Manuel D. Tejeda Tenorio, Democracy 
and Society; Tomás González-Coya Rodríguez, 
Law and Society; Miriam Fernández Armas, 
Culture and Society; Roberto Reyes Castillo, 
Ecology and Society; Diolexys Rodríguez Hurtado, 
Sports and Society; María Elena Alpízar Ariosa, 
Repression and Society; and Isabel Rey Rodríguez, 
Communication and Society. 
Source: Miguel Tejeda, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

June 23, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 

30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
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ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
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julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Villa Clara, June 21, 2004. Economist Félix 
Reyes Gutiérrez sent a letter to the domestic and 
international media saying that he would not ac-
cept disciplinary measure #7504, which consists 
of his temporary transfer to a lower-paid posi-
tion. “I hereby state that this is a spurious deci-
sion and is the product of the corrupt mafi a con-
spiracy that runs the Empresa Cigarros Ramiro 
Lavandero Cruz, formely known as Trinidad y 
Hermanos, located at calle Camilo Cienfuegos 32 
/ Coronel Acedo y Panchito Gómez, Ranchuelo, 
Villa Clara... Furthermore I believe that I am 
being publicly and socially degraded because of 
my profession and because of my black skin… I 
therefore am using this statement to tell the de-
grading and ill-meaning administration that un-
der no circumstances shall I agree to work under 
those conditions. I am willing to confront the con-
sequences and disciplinary measures that my de-
cision to protest may carry.” Copies of the letter 
were sent to the First Secretary of the Provincial 
Party, the Provincial Government, the National 
Government, the Provincial Labor Association, 
the Provincial Audit and Oversight Delegation, 
the Provincial Association of Combatants of the 
Cuban Revolution and the Provincial Peoples’ 
Assembly. Reyes Gutiérrez was given the trans-
fer order when he spoke out against the excessive 
corruption in his place of work.
Source: Guillermo Fariñas, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.  

Havana, June 20, 2004. In spite of a heavy po-
lice presence, 22 women dressed in white, each 
carrying a gladiolus fl ower in her hand, marched 
solemnly along the Quinta Avenida in Miramar in 
an act commemorating Fathers’ Day at one of the 
parks next to the Santa Rita de Casia church.

Following the mass, the Ladies in White – the 
wives, mothers, sisters and friends of Cuban po-
litical prisoners – walked two kilometers along 
the wide avenue before concluding their ceremony 
with a reading of numerous letters and Fathers’ 
Day messages. “Don’t stop”, by Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Mother Theresa of Calcutta was among 
the texts read aloud, along with the universal 
prayer of Saint Fracis of Assisi and letter and po-
ems written by the ladies’ imprisoned relatives. 
The Ladies shouted in chorus, “Freedom!”
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro.

Havana, June 20, 2004. A group of women 
from the Mothers’ Committee for the Freedom 
of Political Prisoners presented a letter to the 
Apostolic Nuncio in Havana, Luigi Bonazzi, re-
questing an interview to speak with their impris-
oned family members. “There are more than 200 
political prisoners in Cuba today, some of them 
confi ned only because of their way of thinking 
and others serving excessive sentences,” said the 
text delivered to the religious leader. Bonazzi of-
fi ciated a mass in the Jesús del Monte church, 
located in the 10 de Octubre municipality. The 
religious leader, who recently arrived in Cuba, 
handed out crucifi xes and rosaries blessed by 
Pope John Paul II to those present and he greet-
ed each of the nearly 200 people who attended 
the Fathers’ Day mass.
Source: Agence France Press

Santiago de Cuba, June 20, 2004. The second 
edition of the Boletín Fueros bulletin was pub-
lished and the Civic Leadership Training Course 
began at the Factoría Community Civic Center, 
located at Calle Peralejo #325 esquina Trinidad. 
The Boletín Fueros contains an announcement of 
the Arrecife 2004 literary contest.
Source: Jorge Luis Ramón Castillo, ICDPRESS, 
Culture and Democracy Independent Institute.

Villa Clara, June 20, 2004. Members of the 
Pro-Human Rights Party, which is affi liated with 
the Andrei Sajarov Foundation, met at the Santa 
Clara cemetery on Fathers’ Day to pay tribute to 
those who have been killed by the Castro dicta-
torship. The activists cleaned the ossuaries and 
paid homage to the dead, acknowledging that 
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many of the buried did not live long enough to be-
come fathers. The ceremony ended with a singing 
of the national anthem.
Source: Javier Machado, Cubanacán Press.

Villa Clara, June 20, 2004. A group of indepen-
dent visual artists and numerous guests were 
on hand for last Thursday night’s inauguration 
of the fi rst painting and sculpture exhibit spon-
sored by the Entre Ríos Independent Cultural 
Center. The event took place in the center’s 
headquarters, located at Calle Candelaria entre 
Alemán y Carretera Central in Santa Clara, and 
included a speech by Miriam Fernández Armas, 
the center’s director. “We want to promote artists 
that have decided to work outside of the rigor-
ous government control of these types of events. 
We are a group of artists seeking a space that is 
denied to us by the system in which we live,” said 
Fernández Armas. 
Source: Emilio Rodríguez, Cubanacán Press.

Pinar del Río, June 19, 2004. The Revista 
Vitral, a socio-cultural magazine published by the 
Catholic Center for Civic and Religious Training 
in Pinar del Río, celebrated its tenth anniver-
sary. Dagoberto Valdés, an engineer, runs the 
magazine.
Source: Revista Vitral. Catholic Center for Civic 
and Religious Training, Pinar del Río.

Havana, June 18, 2004. A photography exposi-
tion depicting the work of the Ladies in White 
opened at a private home in Centro Habana.  
Independent journalist Anna Rosa Veitía took 
the 12 photographs for the exhibit, titled Ladies 
in White, which attempts to cover the different 
activities that these women carry out in their 
quest to free their husbands, who were convicted 
during Cuba’s “Black Spring”. “We will be sisters 
forever,” said Laura Pollán who, together with 
Lidia, Nancy, Margarita, Beatriz, Isabel, Dolia, 
Berta, Asunción Alejandra and Soledad attended 
the exhibit’s opening. “I have received showings 
of love and congratulations from the real-life pro-
tagonists of these photos, the Ladies in White. It 
was diffi cult for me to choose the 12 photos that 
make up this exhibit. It is my grain of sand. The 
exhibit will remain at this location for a number 
of days and then will move to other places that, 
for security reasons, are not presently known,” 
the photographer said.
Source: Ernesto Roque. Cubanet.

Havana, June 18, 2004. Wives and family mem-

bers of political prisoners gather at the home of 
Laura Pollán, the wife of jailed independent jour-
nalist Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. The “Literary 
Tea” is an opportunity to share letters written 
by the political prisoners and for the wives and 
family members to comment on the specifi c situ-
ations of their loved ones. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Matanzas, June 18, 2004. A group of activ-
ists from the Alternative Option Independent 
Movement held a surprise public march along 
the main streets of the Pedro Betancourt neigh-
borhood. The activity was organized to commem-
orate the 15 months of unjust imprisonment of 
the Cuban political prisoners known around the 
world as “The 75”.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. 

Pinar del Río, June 16, 2004. Yaraí Reyes 
Marín published a letter written to the Offi ce 
of the National Director of Jails and Prison in 
which she complained about her lack of informa-
tion concerning her husband’s health status. She 
has not been given an update about his health 
since early May. Reyes Marín decided to make 
her letter public after she was denied her regular 
family visit. She said she does not know whether 
her husband continues to be in a hunger strike. 
Source: Cubanet. Reporters without Borders. 
Directorio Democrático Cubano.

June 16, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 
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Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
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Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 

Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Pinar del Río, June 15, 2004. The José Martí 
National Center for Culture and Media Training 
(CNFCP) announced the beginning of a journal-
ist-training course to be given by the recently 
created Association for Free Press (APLP). There 
will be two meetings. 
Source: José Ferro Salas. Cubanet/ Abdala 
Agency / René Oñate Sixto.

Havana, June 13, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
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the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of politi-
cal prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage to the 
Santa Rita church at 5th Avenue (5ta. Avenida) 
y 26, Miramar. After mass, they marched for 2 
kilometers through the Paseo Central on 5ta. 
Avenida in Havana. They carried out a public 
act by dressing in white clothing and holding 
pictures of their imprisoned relatives, asking for 
their liberty. The act is realized in front of the 
Santa Rita church
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Las Tunas, June 11, 2004. Five families paid a 
personal visit to the fi rst secretary of the provin-
cial Communist Party of Cuba committee, Pedro 
Jiménez, to tell him about the multiple evic-
tions that took place on May 31 in the Ciencias 
Médicas y Canal settlement located southeast of 
Las Tunas City. According to the evicted fami-
lies, more than 15 uniformed police offi cers, one 
ambulance, a brigade of supposed construction 
workers and a number of municipal housing of-
fi cials appeared in this neighborhood around 9 
a.m., taking advantage of the fact that the resi-
dents were at work or elsewhere. The people who 
approached the local party offi cial demanded 
an explanation given the fact that the Peoples’ 
Assembly representative for the zone had told 
them that they would not be evicted. 
Source: Héctor Riverón, Libertad. Nuevaprensa.

Havana, June 9, 2004. Representatives of 16 
independent groups were present for a mass held 
in memory of former United States President 
Ronald Reagan. The mass was requested by 
the Jesús Yánez Pelletier Independent Library, 
which is located in the home of Gladys Núñez 
and Silvio Herrera Núñez at Carmen 324 entre 
Vives y Esperanza, in Old Havana. Monsignor 
Ricardo Santana Medina Salabarría, the national 
head of the Roman Byzantine Orthodox Catholic 
Church, offi ciated the mass.  The following orga-
nizations were represented at the mass: Cuban 
Liberal Movement, 30th of November “Frank 
País” Movement, The National Union Opposition 
Party, Ordo Astrum Magmum, Cuban Liberal 
Democratic Party, National Union Foundation, 
Planted toward Freedom, Martí Current, Manuel 
Sánchez Herrero Cuban Institute of Independent 
Economists, Center for Feminine Information 
and Humanitarian Aid, Cuban Human Rights 
Foundation, Elena Mederos Foundation, Cuban 
Democratic Coalition, and two independent li-
braries, Juan Gualberto Gómez II and Jesús 

Yánez Pelletier. 
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

June 9, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
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Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 

and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 



96         

Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 

Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, June 8, 2004. The fi rst Investigative 
Unit of the Independent Press was formed, made 
up of alternative journalists living in Havana 
and the Colón municipality in Matanzas. 
Trained and organized by correspondents from 
the Cuban Independent Information Agency and 
Lux Info Press, the group comprises the report-
ers Orlando Carlos García Pérez, Héctor Alonso 
Santos, Mercedes Toledo Mesa, Inés Guerra 
Ochoa y Caridad Roudette, who have just com-
pleted the journalist course at the Cuban School 
of Teaching. “From this point forward, the team 
will be in charge of relating news about Cuba’s 
contemporary reality, which the government 
tries to hide,” said Inés Guerra Ochoa, spokes-
woman for the group.
Source: Gilberto Figueredo Álvarez, Lux Info 
Press. Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Havana, June 7, 2004. Gisela Delgado Sablón, 
one of the founders of the Ladies in White, blamed 
the Castro regime for the constant harassment 
that her husband, political prisoner Héctor 
Palacios Ruiz, receives in the prison ward of the 
Abel Santamaría hospital in Pinar del Río.

Delgado Sablón said that police keep her hus-
band there against his will. 
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

Havana, June 6, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, June 5, 2004. The Liberal Democratic 
Party of Cuba (PLDC) celebrated its eighth anni-
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versary at the home of Laura Pollán, wife of the 
organization’s president and current prisoner of 
conscience Héctor Maseda, who was sentenced to 
20 years in prison during the 2003 wave of repres-
sion. Party offi cials Julia Cecilia Delgado, acting 
president, Reynaldo Hernández, organizer, and 
Laura Pollán presided over the event.  Raimundo 
González, the founder of the PLDC, recounted 
the organization’s history. There were 30 people 
present, including many of the Ladies in White. 
Source: Ana Rosa Veitía. Cubanet.

Havana, June 5, 2004. Six independent journal-
ists were awarded the Free Speech Prize, given 
for the fi rst time in Cuba by the Foundation for 
Freedom of Expression, which is led by Lucas 
Garve. The winners were chosen from a pool 
of 123 pieces of writing, which were then nar-
rowed down to 15 fi nalists. The judges were 
José Antonio Fornaris, Fara Armenteros, Asela 
Vega, Beatriz del Carmen Pedroso and Lucas 
Garve. The winners were: Tomás González Coya 
for “The Benjamin” and Luis Cino, for “Some 
nights I speak with Nelson” in the Testimonials 
category; Tania Díaz Castro for “Conversation 
with a Spanish tourist” and Adrián Leyva for 
“The pest” in the Chronicles category; and Oscar 
Mario González for “The child prisoners”, Adrián 
Leyva for “Fat Fabián and a reason to refl ect” and 
Miriam Leyva for “Freedom is every man’s right 
to be honored, to think and to speak without hy-
pocrisy” in the Article genre.  
Source: Ernesto Roque. Cubanet.

Havana, June 4, 2004. A branch offi ce of the 
National Union and Labor Training Center of-
fered the course “Basic instruments for labor 
freedom” at Calle Campanario # 354, entre San 
Miguel y San Rafael, Centro Habana. The course 
addressed a diverse range of sociological topics re-
garding labor, including the basics of internation-
al labor codes and how to recognize and denounce 
the violations of workers’ rights contained in the 
Cuban labor code. This programmed is planned 
to be extended throughout the country.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press. Cubanet.

Havana, June 4, 2004. A branch offi ce of the 
National Union and Labor Training Center 
was opened at Calle Gerardo Grande #55 Final, 
Municipio Regla. Enrique Pérez González will 
run the offi ce.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press. Cubanet.

Havana, June 3, 2004. The Club of Friends of 
Human Rights sent off the second package of 
letters as part of the Solidarity with Prisoner 
Prisoners letter writing campaign. Ileana 
Tamayo, a member of the organization and one 
of the promoters of this project, reported that a 
total of 34 letters were certifi ed and mailed to Dr. 
Oscar Elías Biscet, founder of the clubs, and to 
Nelson Molinet Espino, secretary general of the 
Cuban Confederation of Democratic Workers. 
Both men are being held at the Kilo 5 ½ pris-
on in Pinar del Río. The letters contain biblical 
passages, poems and messages of support. Raúl 
Arencibia, who established the campaign, was 
put in jail last month.
Source: Ernesto Roque, Cubanet.

Pinar del Río, June 2, 2004.  A series of arts 
and crafts exhibitions called “Edge and Shape” 
began under the tutelage of José Daniel Rojas 
Albeja. The opening was held in the Briones 
Montoto community and 12 people attended.  
Source: René Oñate Sixto, “Inner Space” 
Independent Visual Arts Project, Pinar del Río.

Santiago de Cuba, June 2, 2004.  María Esther 
Blanco, wife of the political prisoner Próspero 
Gainza protested in front of the Boniato Prison, 
where her husband has been in a hunger strike 
since May 27.

She spoke against the jail authorities’ refusal 
to grant her permission to give her husband the 
food package she had prepared.
Source: Jorge Ramón Castillo, ICDPRESS. 
Cubanet.

June 2, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
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November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 

Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.
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Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 

in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Camagüey, June 1, 2004. The “El Camagüeyano” 
Bulletin published Volume 3, Number 1 of this 
news bulletin produced by the local independent 
press. The bulletin is run by independent jour-
nalist Luis Guerra Juvier.
Source: Boletín El Camagüeyano. Luis Guerra 
Juvier. Directorio Democrático Cubano.
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Monsignor José Siro González Bacallao, bishop of  Pinar 
del Río, leads parishioners in the cathedral. The publication 
of  Vitral for 10 years has been possible only through the 
courage and dedication of  Monsignor Siro and Dagoberto 
Valdés. 

Dagoberto Valdés, director of  the magazine Vitral, speaks 
in the Pinar del Rio Cathedral on June 19, 2004, the day 
marking the 10th anniversary of  the magazine that he 
founded together with Monsignor José Siro González 
Bacallao.

Vladimiro Roca (the fi rst person in the front row), coordinator of  the opposition movement Todos Unidos, is surrounded by 
the many Catholics attending the celebration of  the bishop in Pinar del Río.
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Young people from Pinar del Río enjoy the celebration of  their Catholic magazine and of  their church.
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Martha Beatriz Roque speaks to foreign press representatives after leaving prison on July 22, 2004, after 15 months behind 
bars. Roque was initially sentenced to 20 years in prison during the March 2003, wave of  repression. The economist 
continued her nonviolent struggle upon leaving prison and used the press to denounce the abuses suffered by political 
prisoners and the people of  Cuba.

AFP/Getty Images
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Santiago de Cuba, July 28, 2004. The year’s 
second course on human rights began at the 
Factoría Civic Center located at Calle Peralejo 
#325, esquina Trinidad. Members of the cen-
ter spoke with the students and handed out the 
material to be studied. The classes will be given 
at the civic center itself or in the homes of the 
students, if strategically necessary. Members of 
the Campechuela Community Civic Center in 
Granma are participating in the class.
Source: Jorge Luis Ramón Castillo, ICDPRESS, 
Culture and Democracy Independent Institute.

July 28, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 

vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

JULY 2004 
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Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 

Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
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Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Villa Clara, July 26, 2004. An antigovernment 
slogan appeared written on one of the front walls 
of the Santa Clara cemetery and was seen by 
passers-by and neighbors of the place. “Welcome, 
Fidel, make yourself at home,” the message said 
in red ink. Although offi cials from the National 
Revolutionary Police and the State Security in-
sisted that the onlookers leave the area, more 
and more spectators arrived from the surround-
ing area, provoking word of the vandalism to 

spread quickly through the city. While this was 
happening, the authorities tried to remove the 
writing and cover up the traces of what had been 
written on the wall.
Source: Belkis Rodríguez Bravo, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

Havana, July 25, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, July 22, 2004. Three Cuban dissidents 
begin a hunger strike at a house in a poor Havana 
neighborhood calling for the release of political 
prisoners. 

Carlos Miguel López, 50, A member of the 30th 
of November “Frank País”, Francisco Mouré Sal-
adrigas, 44, president of the Rescue Movement 
for Freedom and Democracy,  and Yusimit Gil, 
27, president of the 13 de Julio Movement, be-
gan their hunger strike at a home in the La Lira 
neighborhood of the Arroyo Naranjo municipal-
ity. They have remained there since then con-
suming only water. They sit with their mouths 
covered with a wide strip of tape under a Cuban 
fl ag and graffi ti on the wall that calls for uncon-
ditional release. “This is serious hunger strike; it 
is very serious,” said Elizardo Sánchez, the presi-
dent of the Commission on Human Rights and 
National Reconciliation. During the strike, 410 
people have visited the three activists to show 
their support.
Source: Pablo Alfonso, El Nuevo Herald. Reinaldo 
Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

July 21, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
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y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 

Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
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Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Camagüey, July 19, 2004. Flyers containing an-
tigovernment writings and demanding freedom 
for political prisoners appeared around the El 
Río agricultural market, located in the provincial 
capital. Regular market visitors reported that po-
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lice offi cers picked up an undetermined amount 
of the fl iers, which contained phrases like “Down 
with the tyranny” and “Freedom for political pris-
oners” that were strewn around the area.
Source: Luis Guerra Juvier, Agencia Camagüeyana 
de Prensa. Nueva Prensa Cubana.

Havana, July 18, 2004. Wives and family mem-
bers of political prisoners gathered at the home of 
Laura Pollán, the wife of jailed independent jour-
nalist Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. The “Literary 
Tea” is an opportunity to share letters written 
by the political prisoners and for the wives and 
family members to comment on the specifi c situ-
ations of their loved ones. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, July 17, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, July 16, 2004. The fi fty independent 
labor unionists taking training courses reached 
the conclusion of the fi rst phase of the training. 
During the fi rst meeting at the National Center 
for Labor Union Training (CNCSL), the group 
analyzed the pros and cons of a project that has 
captured the interest of the country’s labor union-
ists and raised the level of concern of the State 
Security, as the increased harassment attests.

The course covered the terms of the Interna-
tional Labor Codes, the agreements and recom-
mendations adopted by the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) as well as a thorough and 
very important examination of Cuba’s labor code, 
known as Law 49. The participants learned about 
union freedom and the protection of unionization 
rights, salary protection, collective bargaining 
and job discrimination. These issues were identi-
fi ed as those of greatest importance for the Cuban 
working class. Final examinations will be taken 
at the Centro Habana, Regla and Guanabacoa 
branch offi ces. The course participants will then 
receive diplomas accrediting the level they have 
achieved. 

The following people took part in the course: Pérez 
Alfonso, secretary general of CONIC; Ángel Luis 
Ferreiro, secretary of labor affairs and human 
rights; William Toledo Terrero, organizer; Enrique 

Pérez González, professor, Raymundo Jorge 
Martínez, secretary general of the Independent 
Workers Union of Cuba (USTIC) and María López 
Vela and Víctor Manuel Domínguez García, as-
sistant director and director, respectively, of the 
National Center for Labor Union Training.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press. Cubanet.

Camagüey, July 16-26, 2004. Independent 
journalist and prisoner of conscience Fabio Prieto 
Llorente began a hunger strike on July 16 that 
lasted for 10 days to demand being transferred 
to a jail located closer to his Isla de la Juventud 
home. Prieto Llorente was sentenced to 20 years 
in prison during the summary trials held in April 
2003. After the strike, the political prisoner found 
himself suffering from severe diarrhea.
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

Villa Clara, July 16, 2004. Various opposi-
tion organizations established a date to hold its 
now-traditional vigil for the freedom without 
exile of the Cuban political prisoners. Celestino 
Hernández Gutiérrez, assistant coordinator in 
Villa Clara of Standing Firm toward Freedom 
and Democracy in Cuba, activities will be held 
in the municipalities of Placetas, Caibarién, 
Sagua La Grande, Santo Domingo, Cifuentes, 
Ranchuelo, Manicaragua, Camajuaní and Santa 
Clara. Among the organizations planning to 
hold vigils are: The Democratic Movement, the 
Entre Ríos Independent Cultural Center, the 
Cuban Nationalist Civic Movement, the National 
Civil Resistance Movement “Pedro Luis Boitel”, 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, the National Association of Rafters for 
Peace, Democracy and Freedom, the National 
Council of Civil Rights, and the Elena Mederos 
Foundation. 

These vigils have been held for the past two years 
all around the country.
Source: Emilio Rodríguez, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

Camagüey, July 15, 2004. A group of activists 
form the Cuban Gay Community’s Movement for 
Equal Rights. The group’s national coordinator, 
Yasel Benítez Caballero, said that there are cur-
rently 23 members of the group, which has the 
objective of defending the rights of gay Cubans, 
who have been discriminated against by soci-
ety and by the government for so many years. 
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The group is based at Calle Fundación No. 49, 
entre Teniente Lebredo y Piedra Imán, Reparto 
Juanito. 
Source: Luis Guerra Juvier, Nueva Prensa.

July 14, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 

“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.
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Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 

María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
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“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, July 13, 2004. The Independent 
Workers Labor Union of Cuba (USTIC) held a 
vigil to remember the victims of the 13 de Marzo 
tugboat tragedy on the tenth anniversary of its 
sinking by Cuban naval forces on July 13, 1994, 
when the boat attempted to reach the United 
States. 

Twenty people took part in the two-hour ceremo-
ny, which took place at the union’s national head-
quarters located at Calle 103 # 20209 entre 202 y 
206, Alturas de la Lisa, in Havana. 
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Havana, July 13, 2004. Members of the 20 de 
Mayo Movement threw fl owers from the Havana 
Malecón into the early morning sea to commemo-
rate the tenth anniversary of the sinking of the 
13 de Marzo tugboat, when 41 people, including 
20 children, died. Delfín Travers Acosta, Gilberto 
M. González Delgado, Caridad González López, 
Daisy Chao Santana, María Elena Pérez Suárez, 
Alberto Jesús Fernández and Ariel Sarduy 
Padrón all participated in the ceremony.
Source: 20 de Mayo Movement. Cubanet.

Matanzas, July 13, 2004. Members of the 
Peace, Love and Freedom Party (PAL) organized 
a 9:30 a.m. event to commemorate the sinking 
of the 13 de Marzo tugboat. The PAL members 
walked solemnly toward the northern zone of the 
Varadero beach and placed a fl oral offering in 
the sea.  They stayed by the coastal spot for 30 
minutes praying and also observed a moment of 
silence for the victims of that crime. Ramón Díaz 
Hernández, Mario González Rodríguez, Alberto 
Sigler Montes de Oca, Andrés Govea Suárez, 
Rolando Boan Cepero, Inés Guerra Ochoa, Juan 
Carlos Bueno Artola and Alejandrina García de 

la Riva all participated in the ceremony. 
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party, Ramón 
Díaz Hernández / Directorio Democrático 
Cubano.

Matanzas, July 13, 2004. A group of activ-
ists with the Alternative Option Independent 
Movement walked solemnly to various points 
along the province’s northern and southern coasts 
and placed fl owers to pay homage to the more 
than 40 people who drowned when Cuban naval 
vessels sunk their tugboat, which bore the name 
“13 de Marzo”. The group observed a moment of 
silence and read a message related to the date. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement.

Villa Clara, July 13, 2004. The Santa Clara del-
egation of the Pro-Human Rights Party, which 
is affi liated with the Sajarov Foundation, com-
memorated July 13 by placing a fl oral offering 
in the Cubanicay river and dedicating a mass to 
the Cubans who disappeared into the sea off the 
shores of Havana when Cuban naval vessels sunk 
the 13 de Marzo tugboat.  After placing fl owers 
upon the fl owing river, the 10 human rights ac-
tivists went to the catholic church at Calle Unión 
and Buen Viaje to attend a mass dedicated to the 
more than 40 people killed in the genocidal act 
committed in Castro’s name. 
Source: Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

Havana, July 11, 2004. Prizes were awarded 
in the children’s drawing contest on the sink-
ing of the 13 de Marzo tugboat, announced a 
few weeks earlier by the Haciendo Caminos 
Independent Library Network, an affi liate of the 
Cuban Democratic Coalition, and sponsored by 
the Free Workers’ Union of Cuba.  The top three 
prizes were given to fi ve-year-old Dayron Díaz, 
seven-year-old Daniel Rodríguez and 11-year-old 
Fabián Rodríguez. The winning drawings were 
chosen from the 26 drawings submitted for the 
prize, made by young artists from Holguín, Las 
Tunas, Pinar del Río and the greater Havana 
area. “This calls us to remember the tragedy of 
how the 13 de Marzo tugboat was sunk by Cuban 
ships just outside of the Havana Bay,” said María 
Elena Mira Marrero, who opened the awards cer-
emony. 
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Havana, July 10, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
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to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, July 8, 2004. Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas 
called on Cubans in exile to join those living on 
the island to plan the country’s future transition 
to democracy. “Every Cuban has the right and 
the duty to participate,” Payá said from Havana 
in a conference call with a meeting held at the 
National Sactuary of the Virgen de la Caridad del 
Cobre in Miami. “We should all be protagonists.” 
He urged Cubans living off of the island to partic-
ipate in the national dialogue that is taking place 
so that everyone can review the project and of-
fer their opinions to the Transition to Democracy 
Program, which Payá presented in Havana in 
December 2003.

The 48-page Transition Program outlines pro-
posals for change in the framework of a demo-
cratically organized dialogue that covers a series 
of issues ranging from human rights to national 
reconciliation. 
Source: Nancy San Martín, El Nuevo Herald, and 
the Cuban and international media.

July 7, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom without 
Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 

30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
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Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.
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Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 

Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, July 3, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Camagüey, July 1, 2004. The “El Camagüeyano” 
Bulletin published Volume 3, Number 1 of this 
news bulletin produced by the local independent 
press. The bulletin is run by independent jour-
nalist Luis Guerra Juvier.
Source: Boletín El Camagüeyano. Luis Guerra 
Juvier. Directorio Democrático Cubano.

AFP
August 20, 2002: Manuel Cuesta Morúa (second from left), secretary general of  the Socialist Current and moderator of  
the Moderate Refl ection Table, explains the document on the fundamental rights and responsibilities of  all Cubans that he 
would be willing to provide to anyone who wishes to read it, comment on it and accept or reject it. Accompanying Cuesta 
Morúa are: Adolfo Fernández (right.) and Fernando Sánchez (second from right.) of  the Solidarity Party, and Reinaldo 
Escobar (left) of  the Democratic Solidarity Committee. 
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AUGUST 2004 
Havana, August 29, 2004. A group of 44 opposi-
tion activists from the Opposition Movement for 
the New Republic, led by José Díaz Silva, and 
the Pro-Human Rights Party, an Andrei Sajarov 
Foundation affi liate led by René Montes de Oca, 
held a peaceful march to the José Martí Park af-
ter leaving the mass for the freedom of Cuba’s po-
litical prisoners, held on the last Sunday of every 
month. The following people attended the mass, 
which was held as always at the Santiago de las 
Vegas church in the Boyeros municipality:

Maikel Pérez Castañeda, Sally Salgado Gómez, 
Juan Igarza Sánchez, Enrique Iglesias Aguirre, 
Niurka María Pena Rodríguez, Roberto Cariaga 
Tamayo, Raymundo Alejandro Santos Cruz, Rein-
aldo González Santiago, Raúl Cordero Martínez, 
Carlos Félix López Quintana, Humberto Núñez 
Torres, Eslay Casas Duane, Maikel Hernández 
Ibáñez, Rolando Palacio Vega, Rouney Piloto 
Valenzuela, Oscar Lázaro López Pérez, Alfredo 
Días Rodríguez, Lázaro Valdez Pacheco, Orlan-
do Naranjo Mach, Luis César Guerra, Eduardo 
Enrique García Corona, Antonio Truss Sánchez, 
José Francisco Tejeda Días,  José Luis Cabaleiro, 
Francisco San Búster, Roberto Santan Rodríguez, 
José Días Silva, Adolfo Peraza Rico, Máximo José 
García González, Alberto Durán Rodríguez, Es-
ther Germán Váldez, Laidi Labrada Losada, Bar-
tolo Márquez Salcedo, Rey Antonio Fernández, 
Eduardo Enrique García Corona, Antonio Cruz 
Sandez, Raúl Cordero Martínez, Alberto Miguel 
Gómez Hernández, Asmael Acosta Hernández 
and René Montes de Oca Martijas.

After singing the national anthem in front of 
Martí’s bust in the park, Montes de Oca called 
upon the government to grant all political prison-
ers immediate and unconditional release.  
Source: Lux Info Press. Cuba-Miami Information 
Bridge. Net for Cuba International.

Havana, August 29, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 

Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Villa Clara, August 29, 2004. Members of the 
Democratic Movement from Santo Domingo and 
Santa Clara held its monthly saucepan-banging 
event this night. This act of civil disobedience 
will continue as long as the Cuban people lack 
access to the merchandise brought by the many 
ships that dock at the island’s ports. The peaceful 
opposition activists also protested the 10 and 12-
hour blackouts that occur on a daily basis in the 
country’s central region.
Source: Diolexys Rodríguez Hurtado, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, August 27, 2004. Unidentifi ed activ-
ists paint an antigovernment slogan on a wall of 
the Little Soldiers playground located at Estrada 
Palma y Callejón del Cartero, Reparto América 
Latina, in Santa Clara. During the night’s long 
blackout, the politically motivated vandals wrote, 
“Down with Fidel. We don’t want any more black-
outs!” The political police took video footage and 
photographs of the wall and the surrounding area 
while neighbors looked on in shock.
Source: Belkis Rodríguez, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

Villa Clara, August 26, 2004. Numerous groups 
of irate Placetas residents turned out in the 
streets to shout against the government. “Down 
with Fidel!” “Down with communism!” The group 
chanted. The main cause of the public outcry was 
the general blackout that took place in Placetas. 
The early morning blackout also provoked unrest 
at the Centro Cuba cabaret.
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

Havana, August 25, 2004. Two signs reading 
“Down with Fidel!” appear on a supermarket 
wall located in Reparto Embil, Rancho Boyeros. 
Someone tried to erase the 60 cm by 20 cm blue 
letters by scraping away the vandalized exterior 
of the wall. Instead of making the letters disap-
pear, however, this attempt only made the slogan 
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more pronounced.
Source: José Antonio Fornaris, Cuba Verdad. 
Cubanet.

Villa Clara, August 25, 2004. Bertha Antúnez 
Pernet began a hunger strike to demand that her 
brother, Jorge Luis García Pérez “Antúnez”, held 
as a political prisoner for more than 14 years, 
be transferred to a jail in Villa Clara. Pérez 
“Antúnez” is being held at the Kilo 7 prison in 
Camagüey.
Source: Guillermo Fariña Hernández, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

August 25, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Yusimi Gil (left) and Carlos Miguel López (right) hold Francisco Moure. The three men held a hunger strike for 10 days 
demanding freedom for all prisoners of  conscience. This photograph was taken on August 10, 2004.  

AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Sixteen activists from local pro-de-
mocracy organizations gathered at the home of 
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Bertha Antúnez Pernet to show their solidar-
ity with the opposition movement. The group 
read Psalm 37, “Trust in the Lord”, and activist 
Alejandro García Sardiñas, Berta’s husband, led 
an emotional prayer to an image of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus for his wife’s pleas to be an-
swered.  
Source: Guillermo Fariña Hernández, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
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Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Villa Clara, August 24, 2004. Héctor Maseda 
announced a protest at Villa Clara’s La Pendiente 
Prison in response to the arbitrary treatment he 
receives there. According to his wife, the prison 
authorities have begun a defamation and psycho-
logical torture campaign against him by publicly 
labeling him as an informer. Prison guards take 
him to the offi ce for hours at a time and then, 
when they return him to the cell, they put a com-
mon prisoner in solitary confi nement allegedly 
for having violated the behavior guidelines. In 
light of this strategy against him, Maseda has 
decided to begin a protest by refusing family vis-
its, care packages, and by refusing to move to any 
other area as long as the authorities continue this 
campaign against him. The downside of Maseda’s 
protest is his sacrifi ce of common prisoner rights, 
such as the family and conjugal visits. 
Source: Laura Pollán, Cubaencuentro, 
CanariCubanoticias/ UPECI, Cubanet

Cienfuegos, August 22, 2004. An anti-Castro 
slogan reading, “Down with Fidel”, appeared writ-
ten on the Cruces municipal offi ce of the Union 
of Young Communists, located on Calle Padre de 
las Casas entre Ezquerra y Camilo Cienfuegos. 
Police offi cials covered the antigovernment slo-
gan with a white sheet while awaiting the crimi-
nal investigation team to arrive from the provin-
cial capital. 
Source: Guillermo Fariña Hernández, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

Havana, August 22, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Holguín, August 22, 2004. A group of irate 
Mayarí residents held a protest at the Municipal 
Housing Authority against the government’s ne-
glect to fi x up the crumbling homes of many resi-
dents. The houses in question are built of wood 
and propped up with supports. Responding to 
the locals’ demands for restoration materials, the 
authorities responded that they do not have the 
means available. Yet just a few kilometers away, 
there is a sawmill that receives daily truckloads 
of different types of wood. Those materials, an of-
fi cial insisted, “are intended for other plans of the 

revolution.” This comment provoked one of the 
indignant neighbors to ask whether they would 
have to wait for “a tornado to come through here 
before they give us the materials.” This was not 
an isolated incident in Cuba; the growing poverty 
causes similar situations to occur on a daily basis 
in other state offi ces.
Source: Ariel Delgado, UPECI. Cubanet.

Havana, August 18, 2004. The Union of 
Independent Cuban Journalists and Writers 
(UPECI) was forced to restructure when its di-
rector, Fara Armenteros, left the country in ex-
ile. The group’s new leader, Anna Rosa Veitía 
Bécquer explained to the union members and 
guests that this agency continues to keep the 
world informed of arrests made during the March 
2003 wave of repression. She added that one of 
the group’s members, Víctor Rolando Arroyo, 
was among the 26 colleagues who have been ar-
rested and tried. Arroyo, who was sentenced to 
27 years in prison, is an honorary director of the 
group. Carlos Serpa Maceira and Santiago Du 
Bouchet are members of the antiestablishment 
group, which welcomed new members Ernesto 
Roque Cintero, Ariel Delgado Covarrubias, Julio 
Aleaga Pesant and Roberto Santana Rodríguez. 
Provincial correspondents are Rafael Ferro Salas 
in Pinar del Río and Roberto García Cabrejas in 
Santiago de Cuba. 
Source: Ariel Delgado Covarrubias, UPECI. 
Cubanet.

Havana, August 18, 2004. The Assembly to 
Promote Civil Society in Cuba launched a Bible 
and rosary distribution campaign for Cuba’s po-
litical prisoners. “The Bible and the rosary, spiri-
tual assistance for Cuba’s political prisoners,” is 
the campaign’s adopted slogan. 
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 

Havana, August 18, 2004. Wives and family 
members of political prisoners gathered at the 
home of Laura Pollán, the wife of jailed indepen-
dent journalist Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. The 
“Literary Tea” is an opportunity to share letters 
written by the political prisoners and for the 
wives and family members to comment on the 
specifi c situations of their loved ones. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

August 18, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.
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Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 

this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.
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Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Sixteen activists from local pro-de-
mocracy organizations gathered at the home of 
Bertha Antúnez Pernet to show their solidar-
ity with the opposition movement. The group 
read Psalm 37, “Trust in the Lord”, and activist 
Alejandro García Sardiñas, Berta’s husband, led 
an emotional prayer to an image of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus for his wife’s pleas to be an-
swered.  
Source: Guillermo Fariña Hernández, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-

ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
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Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, August 15, 2004. The population of 
Reparto Palatino in the Cerro municipality held 
a public protest against the accumulated poor 
conditions of the community after many weeks of 
blackouts and other negative aspects of daily life 
in the area. The rebellious residents of the area 
shouted at electrical service employees who were 
unable to resolve the enormous crisis and at the 
authorities of the Municipal Power Authority, 
who had come to the neighborhood. When the 
protestors refused to disperse, the governor of 
Havana Province made an appearance to gauge 
the situation. The fi rst secretary of the municipal 
Communist Party also arrived, but upon seeing 
the citizens’ rage and the public disorder, he in-
vited the Peoples’ Assembly delegate to address 
the crowd. The authorities’ speeches were in-
terrupted by shouts from the crowd calling the 
speakers, among other things, “liars.” 
Source: Adrián Leiva, Grupo Decoro. Cubanet.

Havana, August 15, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, August 11, 2004. Banners with an-
tigovernment slogans appeared posted in the 
downtown sector of the Habana del Este suburb. 
The signs, reading “Down with Fidel” and “Down 
with communism”, were written during the pre-

vious night’s blackout on the wall of a medical 
clinic just meters from a Revolutionary Police 
substation. 
Source: José Antonio Fornaris, Cuba Verdad. 
Cubanet.

Camagüey, August 11, 2004. Independent jour-
nalist and prisoner of conscience Fabio Prieto 
Llorente restarts a hunger strike at the Kilo 8 
prison, where he is being held. The political pris-
oner is demanding that he be transferred to a 
jail nearer to his family home in the Isla de la 
Juventud special municipality. Prieto Llorente 
was sentenced to 20 years in prison during the 
summary trials held in April 2003.  
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

August 11, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
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Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 

González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Sixteen activists from local pro-de-
mocracy organizations gathered at the home of 
Bertha Antúnez Pernet to show their solidar-
ity with the opposition movement. The group 
read Psalm 37, “Trust in the Lord”, and activist 
Alejandro García Sardiñas, Berta’s husband, led 
an emotional prayer to an image of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus for his wife’s pleas to be an-
swered.  
Source: Guillermo Fariña Hernández, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
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Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 

Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Villa Clara, August 9, 2004. Two independent 
labor unions, for teachers and healthcare workers, 
were formed. The Independent Union of Teachers 
will be led by Ricardo Sanfi el Bermúdez while Dr. 
Ibey Rodríguez Valdés will run the Independent 
Healthcare Workers’ Union.  Magalys Suárez 
Martínez, the Villa Clara delegate from the 
National Independent Workers Confederation 
(CONIC), reported that CONIC has now started 
four such unions in Cuba’s central region, with 
these two groups joining the unions of Christian 
Workers and the Freelancers’ Union.  
Source: Miguel D. Tejeda Tenorio, Cubanacán 
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Press.

Havana, August 8, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, August 5, 2004. Members of the 
Liberal Democratic Party of Cuba (PLDC) and 
the Cuban Liberal Movement (MLC) held a vigil 
to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the 
events that took place on the Havana Malecón 
on August 5, 1994. The activity took place at the 
home of PLDC Acting President Julia Cecilia 
Delgado. MLC President León Padrón Azcuy 
and members of both parties were present at the 
event. After singing the national anthem and 
praying for freedom for Cuba’s political prison-
ers, the group analyzed the country’s political sit-
uation and called on the communist government 
to stop repressing the country’s liberal thinkers. 
They also looked over the current Spanish gov-
ernment’s recent declarations seeking improved 
relations with Havana. The group rejected these 
comments and called on the Spanish government 
to reconsider this policy. Finally, they discussed 
the historic signifi cance of what happened on this 
day ten years ago.
Source: Ariel Delgado Covarrubias. Cubanet.

Havana, August 5, 2004. Dozens of families from 
the so-called Güines municipality development 
zone sent a complaint to the municipal utilities 
company and to the water and sewage company 
concerning the pollution problem in the area that 
has caused multiple infectious illnesses among 
the zone’s residents. The Martín-Felipe couple, 
who are members of the Cuba Commission and 
sent the report, said that close to 1,000 people liv-
ing in 152 apartments and 49 houses located on 
four blocks of the zone are potential victims of the 
polluted waters and small-scale garbage dumps, 
as well as the swarms of mosquitoes and rodents, 
which have already caused illnesses with diar-
rhea, vomiting, fever, poisoning and dermatitis 
of varying degrees. According to the neighbors, 
municipal and service company offi cials have told 
them that the problem cannot be solved because 
of a lack of resources.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, August 5, 2004. Democratic 
Movement members from Santa Clara gathered 
in the home of one of the members to commemo-
rate the tenth anniversary of the “Maleconazo”, 
which occurred on the evening of August 5, 1994. 
The activity was also attended by activists from 
the Maceístas Movement for Dignity and by José 
Rivero Monteagudo from the Sancti Spíritus 
province, representing the Democratic Solidarity 
Party. The event served to remember what hap-
pened that day when thousands of Havana resi-
dents turned to the streets in an eloquent example 
of civil disobedience. In conclusion, the gathered 
dissidents held a 20-minute saucepan-banging 
rally accompanied by shouts of, “Love live hu-
man rights!”, “Freedom for political prisoners!” 
and “Down with the dictatorship!” The activity 
took place at the home of Democratic Movement 
member Dagoberto Quintana Rodríguez, located 
at Calle Rodolfo Valderas # 475-A entre 3ra y 4ta, 
Reparto Chambery.
Source: Belkis Rodríguez Bravo, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

August 4, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.
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Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Sixteen activists from local pro-de-
mocracy organizations gathered at the home of 
Bertha Antúnez Pernet to show their solidar-
ity with the opposition movement. The group 
read Psalm 37, “Trust in the Lord”, and activist 
Alejandro García Sardiñas, Berta’s husband, led 
an emotional prayer to an image of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus for his wife’s pleas to be an-
swered.  
Source: Guillermo Fariña Hernández, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.
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Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 

in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Camagüey, August 1ro, 2004. The “El 
Camagüeyano” Bulletin published Volume 3, 
Number 1 of this news bulletin produced by the 
local independent press. The bulletin is run by 
independent journalist Luis Guerra Juvier.
Source: Boletín El Camagüeyano. Luis Guerra 
Juvier. Directorio Democrático Cubano.
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Gisela Delgado, wife of  Cuban dissident Héctor Palacios, lights a candle for the Virgen de las 
Mercedes (Our Lady of  Mercy), patron saint of  prisoners, on September 23, 2004, during a vigil 
for the freedom without exile of  Cuban political prisoners.

AFP
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SEPTEMBER 2004 
Havana, September 30, 2004. Hilda González 
delivered a letter addressed to Fidel Castro to the 
State Council describing the mistreatment that 
her son, Dr. Oscar Biscet, is enduring and asking 
that she be permitted to see him or at least com-
municate in some way with him. Copies of the 
letter were also sent to Foreign Minister Felipe 
Pérez Roque and National Peoples’ Assembly 
President Ricardo Alarcón. 
Source: Encuentro en la Red, November 2, 2004. 
María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro, November 
30, 2004.

Havana, September 29, 2004. Some 40 food 
service workers fi red six months ago from 
Variedades Monte complained to the union brass 
and the company administration, asking for a 
convincing explanation of the reasons that their 
place of work had to be shut down. Ángel Luis 
Ferreiro, secretary of organizing for the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC), said that the workers have been af-
fected by salary cuts and their rights have been 
violated. Although they were fi red because of con-
cerns that the physical deterioration of the plant 
presented dangers for the workers, some of the 
areas remain open to the public and other work-
ers have been brought in to the center, prompting 
some of the fi red workers to suspect that these 
newcomers are intended as permanent replace-
ments. The Variedades Monte shop is located at 
Monte 301, esquina Suárez, Habana Vieja.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press. Cubanet.

September 29, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
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this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.
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Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 

Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, September 28, 2004. Garbage collec-
tors in the 10 de Octubre municipality complained 
that they have only been paid 50% of their salary 
since the disasters caused by Hurricanes Charley 
and Ivan. More than 200 workers face this situ-
ation and although they have already presented 
the problem before their union, they have yet to 
hear of a resolution. 

This photograph, provided to the press by the United 
States Interests Section in Havana, is of  an exact replica 
of  the solitary confi nement cell where opposition activist 
Oscar Elías Biscet is being held. Dozens of  dissidents and 
ambassadors were invited to the home of  James Cason on 
September 9, 2004, to see the cell, which was built from Dr. 
Biscet’s detailed descriptions.

AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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Source: Cuba Verdad. Cubanet.

Havana, September 28, 2004. Workers with 
the Empresa de Muebles furniture company in 
Batabanó demanded that they be granted the 
eight hours of rest that correspond to working 
fi ve business days. “If the working class in Cuba 
fought for an eight-hour workday, how is it pos-
sible that we have to work more than 40 hours 
per week?” questioned José Luis Rodríguez, a 
Muebles employee. 
Source: Richard Roselló, Cubanet

Cienfuegos, September 27, 2004. At daybreak, 
residents discovered that windows have been 
smashed at three local shops and antigovernment 
signs posted around the city. “Fidel makes Bush 
look like a choirboy” read the most original of 
the slogans, scrawled on the wall of the El Cajón 
shop. The vandalized shops were La Oriental and 
La Esmeralda, as well as a butcher shop located 
at Avenida 60 entre 63 y 65. 
Source: Alejandro Tur Valladares, Cubanacán 
Press.

Havana, September 27, 2004.  Opposition ac-
tivist Oswaldo Payá issued a press release 

stating that Luis Enrique Ferrer García had be-
gun a hunger strike that he would “carry out to 
the end” in protest of the “sadistic treatment” and 
“physical abuse” he receives in prison.  
Source: Europa Press, Encuentro en la Red.

Havana, September 26, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Villa Clara, September 26, 2004. Daniel 
Orlando Gómez Osés shouts antigovernment slo-
gans outside of the Communist Part of Cuba head-
quarters in the Ranchuelo municipality. “Down 
with Fidel! Fidel has been cheating us all for fi fty 
years! Fidel, you’ve got electricity and the people 
do not!” the 22-year-old shouted before his friends 
took him home. Upon hearing the young man’s 
verbal protests, the state offi cial guarding the 
party offi ce, located at Calle Ramiro Lavandero 
entre Máximo Gómez y Camilo Cienfuegos, 
locked the door and called the police. Half an 
hour later, State Security offi cers arrived at the 

home of Gómez Osés, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos 12, entre Coronel Acevedo y Panchito 
Gómez Toro. When they asked the young man to 
go with them, he refused and again began shout-
ing the anti-Castro slogans. At this point, the of-
fi cers began to hit him with their rubber night-
sticks, bruising him so severely that he had to 
spend the night in a medical clinic. Upon release 
from the clinic, he was taken to the Ranchuelo 
police station and charged with contempt to the 
commander-in-chief.
Source: Guillermo Fariñas, Cubanacán Press.

Villa Clara, September 23, 2004. Three anti-
Castro signs appeared this morning in the Los 
Pinos playground, known as Little Mexico, in the 
Santa Clara County neighborhood. “Fidel, leave 
Bush alone and give us electricity,” the vandal-
ism read. The slogans, painted along the lateral 
wall of the center had been scratched with spatu-
las. But the members of the Cuban Revolution 
Combatants Association and the Committees for 
Defense of the Revolution, who were helped by 
political police offi cers, were unable to erase the 
slogans written on the wall of a doctor’s offi ce 
on Calle Alejandro Oms, though they attempted 
with both spatulas and steel brushes. 
Source: Guillermo Fariña Hernández, Cubanacán 
Press.

Villa Clara, September 23, 2004. Activists 
converted a pro-government slogan into an anti-
Castro slogan during a blackout, altering a sign 
that read, “Freedom for the 5 heroes imprisoned 
by the Empire,” by adding a 7 prior to the 5. After 
the unidentifi ed activists wrote this, the sign lo-
cated at Calle Rodrigo entre Salustiano Pedraza 
y Jesús Menéndez read, “Freedom for the 75 he-
roes imprisoned by the Empire.”
Source: Diolexis Rodríguez Hurtado, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

September 22, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
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il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 



134         

an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 

Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, September 21, 2004. A fast was held at 
the party headquarters of the Democratic Party 
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30th of November “Frank País” to call for free-
dom for the seven party members detained in the 
Bahamas and for all prisoners of conscience. The 
party offi ce is located in Reparto El Mirador.
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Havana, September 20, 2004. Family members 
of Oscar Espinosa Chepe sent a letter to Pope John 
Paul II, South African leader Nelson Mandela, 
King Juan Carlos of Spain, and UN Secretary 
General Kofi  Annan asking these world lead-
ers to demand Espinosa Chepe’s release as “his 
life is in danger due to his deteriorating health 
condition,” the family said in a public letter. The 
63-year-old dissident was arrested along with 74 
other opposition leaders in March 2003. Espinosa 
Chepe was convicted of “operating in the favor 
of a foreign government” in a summary trial and 
sentenced to 20 years in prison. 
Source:  AFP. Cubanet.

Havana, September 19, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the group of women who attend mass every 
Sunday at Havana’s Santa Rita church, walked 
almost two kilometers along Quinta Avenida in 
Miramar in a silent, peaceful march demanding 
their family members’ freedom. “We want the 
whole world to help us, to look at Cuba and at the 
political prisoners, to call on the Cuban govern-
ment to free these innocent men; they are pris-
oners of conscience,” said Dolia Leal, the wife of 
Nelson Aguiar, who was sentenced to 13 years in 
prison. “With this march, we demand freedom for 
all of the political prisoners, who mark 18 months 
in prison today,” Leal said. 
Source: EFE. Encuentro en la Red.

Havana, September 18, 2004. On the 18-month 
anniversary of the imprisonment of the 75 dis-
sidents rounded up in March 2003, 20 mothers 
and wives of these political prisoners gathered 
at the home of Laura Pollán Toledo, the wife of 
political prisoner Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez, to 
share information about their sons and husbands 
in jail. Martha Beatriz Roque Cabello, one of the 
75 who has been granted house arrest, was pres-
ent. “I am one of the 75, and it is my duty to be 
here,” she told a foreign journalist. “This is my 
place.” At the event, Blanca Reyes read an emo-
tional poem written by her husband, the poet and 
journalist Raúl Rivero Castañeda. This meeting, 
called a “literary tea” and held every month,” 
lasted for 12 hours because of the fast that was 

carried out.
Source: Ana Rosa Veitía, UPECI. Cubanet.

Holguín, September 18, 2004. Prisoners Alfredo 
Rodolfo Domínguez Batista and Juan Adolfo 
Fernández Saínz were punished for mistreating 
the political prisoner Arnaldo Ramos Lauzerique, 
whom the pair seized naked and soapy and forced 
outside to the prison yard in an attempt to hu-
miliate him. Ramos was able to put on a pair of 
shorts. Domínguez and Fernández were put in 
solitary confi nement for punishment. 
Source: Complaint of Melba Santana Ariosa from 
Puerto Padre, Las Tunas, September 28, 2004/
PayoLibre.com/Reinaldo Cosano Allen, Cubanet.

Havana, September 15, 2004. The prisoner of 
conscience Normando Hernández González, who 
directed the Union of Independent Journalists of 
Camagüey, refused to chant government politi-
cal slogans, make the obligatory military salute, 
stand up in the presence of prison authorities or 
wear prison clothing. As a result of this, he was 
punished by being transferred into a sector where 
he will live with common prisoners. 
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

September 15, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
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30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 

Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.
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Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Villa Clara, September 14, 2004. Residents 
of various Santa Clara suburban communities 
expressed their anger publicly with shouts be-
cause government offi cials have not yet removed 
the mountains of sticks and branches left in the 
wake of Hurricane Ivan. The authorities advised 
residents via the provincial radio station and 
the local telephone center to pile leaves, sticks, 
branches and other residue from the storm in the 
street in front of their houses, but after one week 
have still not picked up the rubbish. This has 
been in stark contrast, the residents say, to what 
has happened in neighborhoods where party offi -
cials live, where the mounds of storm waste have 
been picked up quickly.
Source: Guillermo Fariñas, Cubanacán Press. 
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Cubanet.

Havana, September 13, 2004. Members of 
the Union and Freedom Foundation Movement 
issued a public demand for the unconditional 
release of all political prisoners as part of the 
“Freedom without exile for all political prisoners” 
campaign. During the event, which took place 
in city streets, the activists carried a Cuban fl ag 
and locked arms in a prayer chain as dozens of 
passers-by looked on. Minutes earlier, the group 
shouted: “Long live human rights!” and “Freedom 
for the people of Cuba!” 
Source: Gilberto Figueredo Álvarez, Lux Info 
Press. Ada Kaly Márquez Abascal, Cuba-Miami 
Information Bridge.

Havana, September 11, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, September 8, 2004. A mass was held 
for the freedom of all political prisoners at the 
Iglesia de la Caridad church, located in Centro 
Habana, in celebration of the day of Cuba’s pa-
tron saint. Members of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” participated. 
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Havana, September 8, 2004. Elsa Morejón 
Hernández held a press conference from a rep-
lica of the punishment cell where her husband, 
Oscar Elías Biscet has been held for eight of the 
17 months he has been in prison. Morejón sent 
an open letter to the world. The top of the letter 
contained a note that her husband had been able 
to send from cell #5 at the Kilo 8 Prison in Pinar 
del Río.  “I have not committed any misconduct. 
All I have done is ask for my personal security in 
light of the diffi culties that exist in the prison,” 
Biscet wrote. “No prisoner should be sanctioned 
for doing this, but if the authorities have decided 
this by superior government order, I shall serve 
this unjust punishment with dignity. My spirit 
and my conscience are well.” 
Source: Wilfredo Cancio Isla, El Nuevo Herald

Matanzas, September 8, 2004. A group of 35 ac-
tivists with the Alternative Option Independent 

Movement participated in a religious procession 
to pay homage to the patron saint and mother of 
all Cubans, La Virgen de Caridad del Cobre. The 
group marched down many of the main streets 
in the Matancero de Pedro Betancourt neighbor-
hood. Encouraged by the presence of the activ-
ists, many parishioners shouted anti-government 
slogans. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement.

September 8, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
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al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 

Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.
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Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 

julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, September 7, 2004. Sahilí Navarro, 
daughter of political prisoner Félix Navarro, con-
demned to 25 years, writes a letter to Fidel Castro 
Ruz and submits it to the Council of State in the 
Capital. In the letter she calls the Cuban peni-
tentiary system diabolic and encourages Castro 
to refl ect on the act of incarcerating someone for 
simply thinking differently.
Source: Sahili Navarro. Directorio Democrático 
Cubano. Associated Press.

Havana, September 5, 2004. Activists from 
the Pro-Human Rights Party of Cuba distribut-
ed 100 copies of the United Nations’ Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights in the Guanabacoa 
municipality. Led by local delegate Alberto 
Miguel García Hernández, the group of dissidents 
handed out the document to citizens from the ad-
jacent municipalities of San Miguel del Padrón 
and Habana del Este, all while agents of the na-
tional police looked on. “They grabbed the docu-
ment from our hands, and many citizens asked 
us for more,” said García Hernández. 

In the Arroyo Naranjo and Plaza de la Revolución 
municipalities, activists from the Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”, Carlos 
García Jáuregui Blanco, Marta Morat Veliz, 
Eliset Hernández Acosta, Tamara Sotto Lames 
and José Luis Tiel Villanueva handed out more 
than 100 copies of the document to private sector 
workers, all the while persecuted and harassed 
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by government inspectors and national police 
agents. 
Source: Gilberto Figuerezo Álvarez, Lux Info Press 
and Ada Kaly Márquez Abascal, Cuba-Miami 
Information Bridge correspondent for the eastern 
zone.

Havana, September 4, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

September 1, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 

vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
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Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 

Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
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the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Camagüey, September 1, 2004. The “El 
Camagüeyano” Bulletin published Volume 3, 
Number 1 of this news bulletin produced by the 
local independent press. The bulletin is run by 
independent journalist Luis Guerra Juvier.
Source: Boletín El Camagüeyano. Luis Guerra 
Juvier. Directorio Democrático Cubano.

Political prisoners held at 
the Combinado del Este 
in Havana have produced 
various editions of  La Patria 
Libre, which is distributed 
within and outside of  
prison. The name of  the 
publication means “The Free 
Homeland.”



144         

A garden planted by opposition 
activists in Placetas, Villa Clara. 
The poster reads, “Among the 
ruins that the dictatorship has 
wrought in Cuba, intensely 
colored fl owers are growing.

October 3, 2003: Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas, coordinator of  the Christian Liberation Movement, delivers a statement to 
members of  the foreign press in a Havana church. The statement confi rmed that an additional 14,000 signatures had been 
collected in support of  the Varela Project and that Payá Sardiñas had personally delivered the petition to the National 
Peoples’ Assembly. The Varela Project calls for a referendum to be held containing the following fi ve points: freedom of  
expression and association, entrepreneurial freedom, amnesty for all political prisoners, a new electoral law, and the holding 
of  free elections one year after the referendum’s approval.

AFP
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OCTOBER 2004 
Havana, October 31, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Santiago de Cuba, October 28, 2004. The 
family members of political prisoner José Daniel 
Ferrer García began a solid food fast to last for 
eight hours per day and said that they will con-
tinue to fast for the days to come in protest of 
the beating that Ferrer García suffered at the 
hands of prison guards at the Kilo 8 prison in 
Camagüey. According to the prisoner’s sister, 
Ana Belkis, the family will be joined by a group 
from the Christian Liberation Movement in the 
fast, which will take place at Calle 7ma. Final 
318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de Cauto, in the 
Mella municipality, Santiago de Cuba. 
Source: Guillermo Fariñas, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

Villa Clara, October 27, 2004. The independent 
wing of the Liberal Democratic Party is formed 
under the name Liberal Democratic Party of 
Villa Clara. The executive board of the organi-
zation comprises: Mercedes Ruiz Fleites, presi-
dent; Ramón Gutiérrez Cabrera, vice president; 
Luis Ramón Hernández Rodríguez, organization; 
Roberto de Jesús Martínez González, public rela-
tions; Moira Gutiérrez Herrera, religious affairs, 
and Alina Becerra Herrera, women’s affairs. This 
organization will follow the same ideology estab-
lished by the Liberal Democratic Party of Cuba’s 
leader, Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez, who was sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison during the summary 
trials of April 2003.
Source: María Elena Alpízar, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

October 27, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-

tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
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“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Paz, Amor y Libertad. Alejandrina García 
de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Paz, Amor y Libertad. Alejandrina García 
de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
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María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 

“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, October 25, 2004. Yet another group of 
independent journalists in Cuba joined the sign-
ers of the letter sent to the State Council demand-
ing the release of their 26 imprisoned colleagues. 
The new signers are as follows: Lucas Garve, 
Ernesto Roque Cintero, Carlos Ríos, Rafael Ferro 
Salas, Carlos Serpa Maceira, Roberto Santana 
Rodríguez, Amauri Pérez Delgado, Belquis 
Rodríguez Bravo, Guillermo Fariñas Hurtado, 
Miguel Tejada, Diolexis Orestes Rodríguez, 
Rodolfo Damián, Estrella García Rodríguez, 
Gilberto Figueredo Álvarez, Jaime Leygonier 
Fernández. 

With these additional names, the petition now 
contains 28 signatures. In hopes of attracting 
more signatures from reporters from around the 
world, the signers asked that the Inter-American 
Press Society (IPS), Reporters without Borders 
and the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) 
disclose the contents of the letter. 
Source: Amarilis Cortina Rey, Cuba Verdad. 
Cubanet.

Havana, October 25, 2004. Alexis Triana 
Montesinos, a member of the Cuban Liberal 
Movement, and Jesús Portela Castillo, from the 
Naturpaz group, spoke out against the prevail-
ing corruption at the Valle Grande prison in the 
Marianao municipality. Juan Guevara Toledano, 
the Interior Ministry offi cial who is the director 
of the Valle Grande penitentiary, does nothing to 
ameliorate the poor conditions of prison life and 
his conduct is representative of the prison’s ram-
pant corruption, the activists said. The pair as-
serted that he allows medicine to be diverted and 
permits guards to abuse the prisoners, including 
physical mistreatment. He knows that inmates 
are forced to pay dollars to use the telephone and 
the beds for conjugal visits, and may also pur-
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chase drugs, alcohol and anything else that is 
traffi cked into the prison. 
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez, Cubanet.

Matanzas, October 25-30, 2004. A group of 
Alternative Option Independent Movement activ-
ists held a public opinion survey throughout the 
Matanzas province regarding the Central Bank 
of Cuba’s Resolution 80. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement.

Havana, October 24, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, October 22, 2004. Carlos Miguel 
López Santo and Raúl Arencibia Fajardo began 
a solidarity protest in support of fellow political 
prisoner José Enrique Santana Carreira at prison 
1580. They oppose the State Security’s policy of 
pressure and blackmail that condition Carreira’s 
conditional release.  “I have not taken anything 
that they’ve offered me in this prison… My fi ght-
ing spirit remains. They punished me with six 
months of lost freedom for contempt of the fi gure 
of Fidel Castro. The State Security agents told 
me, ‘We’re going to make you pay now for all the 
hunger strikes you’ve waged and the signs you 
put up at Santa Rita church.’ I want to tell the 
country and the world that I will defend myself 
alongside my brothers with our own methods of 
struggle,” wrote Miguel López in a letter sent to 
the press from the prison. 
Source: Ernesto Roque, UPECI. Cubanet.

Havana, October 20, 2004. The Pro-Human 
Rights Party approved the creation of a Support 
Group to assist and collaborate with the Ladies in 
White. The project is intended to at fi rst include 
all 19 municipalities in the province and then 
to extend throughout the country. The Support 
Group agreed to dedicate one day to each political 
prisoner to help disseminate information about 
the status of each prisoner among the population. 
They plan to tell the stories not only of the 75 
prisoners rounded up in the spring of 2003, but 
also of the more than 300 other political prisoners 
held in Cuban jails. The group’s leadership is as 
follows: President: Delfín Rodríguez Hernández; 
Coordinator: Luis Gonzáles Medina; Political 

Prisoner Affairs: Luz María Barceló Padrón; 
Executive Secretary: Laura Jucino Fernández.
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge. Net for 
Cuba International.

October 20, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
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“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Paz, Amor y Libertad. Alejandrina García 
de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Paz, Amor y Libertad. Alejandrina García 
de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
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María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 

“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Holguín, October 19, 2004. Political prisoner 
Fidel García Roldán, serving a four-year sen-
tence for a dangerous crime he allegedly commit-
ted in April 2003, sent a letter from the Cuba Sí 
prison in Holguín to Fernando González, one of 
the fi ve Cuban spies captured and jailed in the 
United States. In the letter, García Roldán lists 
some of the mistreatments to which he is sub-
jected as a political prisoner in Cuba (mattresses 
fi lled with old burlap sacks, greasy prison clothes, 
wires, broken glass and even blood-soaked femi-
nine pads, lack of medical attention, rotten ra-
tions, etc.) In the letter, García Roldán describes 
the terrible conditions in which Cuba’s political 
prisoners live and asks Fernando González to 
respond whether he receives the same type of 
treatment in the prison where he is being held in 
the United States. “Whoever joins fi nds himself 
in jail without having committed a crime (danger 
index, four years), a crime that they assign to me 
for having defended the rights of Cuban citizens,” 
said García Roldán in his letter.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Havana, October 18, 2004. The Alternative 
Republican Movement held a workshop con-
cerning human rights violations at its head-
quarters, located at Tenerife 168, in the Centro 
Habana municipality. Activists from other orga-
nizations, including Ernesto Mariño Izquierdo 
from Independent and Democratic Cuba, and 
Daniel Mesa Cantillo from the Cuban Liberal 
Movement. Around 13 members of the Republican 
Alternative, including its president and founder, 
Henry Saumel Peña, participated in the work-
shop. At the end of the activity, the group recog-
nized the founders of the Parque Central dissi-
dent group, which initiated activities on May 20, 
2002. They also recalled the continuing struggles 
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of political prisoners Oscar Elías Biscet, Ángel 
Moya Acosta and Orlando Zapata Tamayo, who 
are passing through diffi cult times in jail.
Source: Ernesto Roque Cintero, UPECI. Cuba-
Miami Information Bridge. Net for Cuba 
International.

Havana, October 18, 2004. Wives and fam-
ily members of political prisoners gathered at 
the home of Laura Pollán, the wife of jailed in-
dependent journalist Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. 
The “Literary Tea” is an opportunity to share 
letters written by the political prisoners and for 
the wives and family members to comment on the 
specifi c situations of their loved ones. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Villa Clara, October 18, 2004. One dozen anti-
government signs appeared on the walls of sev-
eral houses in the Vueltas community. According 
to local residents, it was possible to read, “Down 
with Fidel”, written in red paint, from all along 
Calle Oro.

Passers-by gathered along the street to observe 
what had happened before police offi cers removed 
the words by scratching the walls and painting 
over the political graffi ti.
Source: Diolexys Rodríguez Hurtado, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, October 18, 2004. An antigov-
ernment slogan appeared written on the wall 
of La Malanga plaza in Santa Clara, attracting 
the attention of passers-by and neighbors from 
around the area, who gathered to see the writ-
ing. Workers from the state-run market quickly 
called authorities to come to the plaza, located on 
Calle Misionero entre Alemán y Paseo de la Paz. 
The police offi cers painted over the black crayon 
lettering, which read “Down with Fidel!”, using 
white paint.
Source: Belkis Rodríguez Bravo, Cubanacán 
Press.

Havana, October 17, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Pinar del Río, October 14, 2004. Dr. Oscar 

Elías Biscet began a fast, during which time he 
will only consume water and sugar, in protest of 
his being held in solitary confi nement since July 
at Pinar del Río’s Kilo 8 Prison. His family in 
Cuba complained that he has been denied family 
visits and other minimal rights throughout the 
fi rst ten months of this year. 
Source: Elsa Morejón Hernández

Havana, October 13, 2004. The Pro-Human 
Rights Party of Cuba, an affi liate of the Andrei 
Zajarov Fountation, held a vigil for the freedom 
of political prisoners at the home of Modesto 
Leopoldo Valdivia Varela, Reparto Barrio Azul, 
Arroyo Naranjo. The vigil particularly empha-
sized the group’s imprisoned secretary general, 
René Montes de Oca.  Following an opening 
prayer and the singing of the national anthem, 
a moment of silence was observed in honor of 
those who have died in the Florida Straits trying 
to reach the United States. They also shared the 
news that Montes de Oca is being held without 
communication rights in the La Pendiente prison 
in Santa Clara. He may not correspond by letter 
or telephone. The following people participated in 
the vigil: Valdivia Varela, Adolfo Peraza, Cándido 
Terry, Niurka Peña, Carlos López, Reiner Fleitas, 
Albertina Fonseca, Enrique Domínguez, Vivian 
Santana, Gloria Rodríguez, Georgina Noa, 
Raymundo Carpio and Roberto Santana. 
Source: Ernesto Roque, UPECI, Cuba-
Miami Information Bridge and Net for Cuba 
International.

Cienfuegos, October 13, 2004. Graffi ti read-
ing, “Down with Fidel,” was seen on the walls of 
the local Communist Party headquarters and the 
Peoples’ Assembly in Aguada de Pasajeros. The 
politically motivated vandalism took place in the 
middle of the night during one of the many black-
outs that plague the island.
Source: Rodolfo Damián, Nueva Prensa Cubana.

Villa Clara, October 13, 2004. Yakelín Montes 
de Oca, sister of René Montes de Oca Martija and 
the Pro-Human Rights Party delegate in Vueltas, 
in the Camajuaní municipality, spoke out against 
the arbitrary mistreatment that her brother re-
ceives. In a public document, she referred to the 
trial in which her brother was convicted of con-
tempt of court before a Municipal Court offi cial 
on September 29. “The courthouse was besieged, 
but what happened inside was truly shocking. 
Upon reading the sentence, the president of the 
court, Gerardo Betancourt Lamadrid, stated that 
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he was sentencing [my brother] to eight months 
in prison to preserve the court’s image and, at the 
same time, he confi scated the sentence issued by 
the Santiago de las Vegas Municipal Court, say-
ing that it had been an error only to fi ne him fi ve 
Cuban pesos,” explained the activist.
Source: Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

October 13, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
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Source: Paz, Amor y Libertad. Alejandrina García 
de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Paz, Amor y Libertad. Alejandrina García 
de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-

cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
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Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, October 12, 2004. A program called 
The Home is Listening to Radio Martí is launched. 
Through the project, an unknown number of 
homes in different municipalities around the 
capital affi liate with each other to listen to the 
programs broadcasted by Radio Martí. The Pro-
Human Rights Party of Cuba, which is develop-
ing the project, explained that a time is set for a 
group of people to gather at the home of one of 
the people in the group, listen to the broadcast 
and then discuss the content. The project’s objec-
tive is to help spread the word about the work 
of the opposition within Cuba and the support 
that domestic dissidents receive from abroad, as 
well as the human rights violations committed 
against anti-Castro activists. The meeting will be 
held at least once every week in a different home. 
“The importance of this project is that it is a new 
form of civil disobedience in which the Cuban 
people can participate,” said Gustavo Feliciano 
Rodríguez, a member of the PPDHC.
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge. Net for 
Cuba International.

Havana, October 12, 2004. The wives of two 
Cuban political prisoners write letters to Fidel 
Castro demanding freedom for their husbands: 
Gisela Delgado Sablón, wife of Héctor Palacios 
and Yamilé Llánez Labrada wife of Dr. José Luis 
García Paneque. The letters are submitted to 
the Council of State of the Cuban Government, 
and later announced to international press in 
Havana.
Source: EFE. El Nuevo Herald.

Havana, October 12, 2004. Frustrated resi-

dents of Centro Habana staged a protest at the 
municipal Electricity Company’s offi ces against 
the method used to read and bill the monthly 
electrical use. The neighbors asserted that this 
was a form of theft, independent labor unionist 
William Toledo Terrero said. The method that the 
government uses multiplies the cost of monthly 
consumption. According to Toledo, many resi-
dents had their services cut off when they were 
unable to come up with the money to pay off this 
manipulated bill. 
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press. Cubanet.

Camagüey, October 12, 2004. “There is no true 
education in Cuba, but rather the youth receive 
a brutal form of indoctrination,” was the conclu-
sion of those participating in an activity at the 
Pedro Luis Boitel independent library, led by 
José Mola Porro. The participants agreed upon 
the extremely important role that the country’s 
independent libraries play in education. Among 
those present were various members of the non-
violent opposition movement, including Wilber 
Lincoln Franco Levroc, the library director and 
Eduardo González Vázquez, coordinator of the li-
brary network in Camagüey. 
Source: Luis Guerra Juvier. Nueva Prensa 
Cubana.

Havana, October 10, 2004. Thirteen members 
of the Pro-Human Rights Party, an affi liate of the 
Andrei Sajarov foundation, held an event. Esther 
Germán Valdés, the wife of the party’s secretary 
general René Montes de Oca Martija was un-
able to attend because she was arrested earlier 
that day in her home by two State Security of-
fi cers who took her to an offi ce in the National 
Botanical Garden and threatened her to prevent 
her from attending the meeting.
Source: Moisés Leonardo Rodríguez, Marti 
Current promoter. Cuba-Miami Information 
Bridge. Net for Cuba International.

Havana, October 10, 2004. A march is held in 
commemoration of the Shout of Yara at 8:00 a.m. 
along Manague and Torres streets in the Lira 
community of Arroyo Naranjo. The demonstra-
tion, which grew from two to four dozen activ-
ists along the distance to the Carlos Manuel de 
Céspedes statue in the Plaza Roja Park in Vibora, 
10 de Octobre municipality, was stopped sud-
denly when its two main organizers, Francisco 
Moure Saladrigas and Miguel López Santos, were 
arrested. Police took the pair to the Capri police 
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station where they were held from 9 a.m. until 
10 p.m., undergoing interrogation and receiving 
violent threats from police offi cers Gabriel and 
Roque, Moure said.
Source: Juan Carlos Linares. Cubanet.

Havana, October 10, 2004. Some 20 members of 
civil society met at the Independent Democratic 
Nationalist Action Movement (MANDI) of-
fi ces, located at the home of MANDI President 
Leopoldo Arpio in Arroyo Naranjo between the 
Vieja Linda and Los Pinos neighborhoods. The 
activists shared the fl oor to express their knowl-
edge about the country’s current situation, in-
cluding the persistent manifestation of racism 
in politics, society and the workforce, especially 
against black opposition activists. Ernesto Colás 
García reported on cases of discrimination. The 
group also discussed Céspedes’ war for freedom 
and how this has yet to come to an end, as demon-
strated by the more than 300 political prisoners 
and the barbaric repression of last year’s Black 
Spring, when 75 peaceful free thinkers were 
sentenced to between 14 and 28 years in prison. 
Represented at the meeting were the Martí Civic 
League, the Cuban Liberal Current, the Young 
Peoples’ Party of Cuba, the Freedom Party, the 
Naturpaz Environmental Association, the 13 de 
Julio Movement and the Máximo Gómez Racial 
Movement.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Havana, October 10, 2004. The Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País” celebrated 
the 136th anniversary of the start of the Cuban 
war for independence with a political-cultural ac-
tivity in the Juanelo neighborhood in the Havana 
municipality of San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Havana, October 10, 2004. With a simple in-
auguration, the Roberto Sánchez Sambrana in-
dependent library opens its doors in the home 
of former prisoner of conscience Carlos Ortega 
Piñera, located at Micro-10, Alamar, in Habana 
del Este. The library, which is dedicated to 
sports, was named in honor of the Cuban political 
prisoner who died after a long imprisonment. He 
was Carlos Ortega’s father-in-law. This library is 
a member of the Haciendo Caminos library net-
work, which is run by Omar Rivero. Rivero was 
present for the opening ceremony. In the days 
leading up to the opening, Ortega Piñera received 

an unexpected visit from a State Security offi cial. 
Nonetheless, the inauguration went smoothly and 
government representatives did not interfere.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Havana, October 10, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Villa Clara, October 10, 2004. Reporters with 
the independent Cubanacán Press celebrated the 
press’ fi rst anniversary with a radio workshop in 
Santa Clara that coincided with the 136th anniver-
sary of La Demajagua (the start of the Cuba’s war 
of independence). Radio program director José R. 
Moreno Cruz held a seminar titled “Seeing with 
your ears,” in which he addressed the fundamen-
tal elements of different types of mass media. A 
particularly emotional moment occurred when 
various colleagues of Cuba’s independent press 
called by telephone to congratulate the agency. 
Members of Agenda Cuba, which broadcasts 
WQBA in Miami, had called earlier that morn-
ing. Cubanacán Press came to life months after 
Cuba’s worst wave of repression, known today as 
the Black Spring of 2003. The anniversary cele-
bration was held at Maceo 62, in the city of Marta 
Abreu. 
Source: Cubanacán Press.

Havana, October 7, 2004. Berta Soler had been 
holding vigil in the Park of the Revolution, at the 
intersection of Avenida Independencia and Calle 
Aranguren, since Tuesday, October 4 to demand 
the temporary transfer of her husband, Ángel 
Moya, to Havana so that he can have an opera-
tion on his herniated disk. The following activists 
joined Berta Soler: Lídice Moya, Gisela Delgado 
Sablón, Alejandrina García, Margarita, Carlos 
Menéndez, Jesús Gómez and Julio Alberto La 
Rosa. At 3:35 a.m. on October 7, State Security 
agents arrived at the park and told Soler to wait 
in her house and not act under pressure. To that, 
she responded that she would not leave until her 
husband is transferred. In response to this, 60 
police offi cers descended on the park and took 
the women to their homes and the men to the 
Ministry of Communications.
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez. Cubanet.

Havana, October 6, 2004. Members and sup-
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porters of the Cuban Independent Information 
Agency’s Investigative Unit and Prensa Lux Info 
Press gathered to demand the release of seven in-
dependent trade unionists who have been jailed 
since April 2003. In an event held at the home of 
Rolando S. Calvet in Centro Habana, those gath-
ered held a roll call in honor of political prison-
ers Pedro Pablo Álvarez Ramos, Nelson Molinet 
Espino, Héctor Raúl Valle Hernández, Miguel 
Galván Gutiérrez, Iván Hernández Carrillo, 
Alfredo Felipe Fuentes and Carmelo Díaz 
Fernández, who were sentenced to jail terms of 
up to 28 years along with 68 other opposition ac-
tivists and independent journalists. “We call on 
the government of Fidel Castro to unconditionally 
release the seven trade unionists who were jailed 
for promoting union freedom in Cuba, for defend-
ing Cuban workers, and for opposing the leaders 
of the government-run Cuban Workers Center, 
which is led by members of the Communist Party 
Political Bureau,” were the words of the text read 
by the independent investigators.
Source: Lux Info Press. Cuba-Miami Information 
Bridge.

October 6, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.
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Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Paz, Amor y Libertad. Alejandrina García 
de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Paz, Amor y Libertad. Alejandrina García 
de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 

entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
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Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, October 5, 2004. Mothers and wives 
of political prisoners completed 24 hours of an 
unprecedented protest outside the Plaza of the 
Revolution, where they are camped out to demand 
freedom for the ailing dissident Angel Moya, who 
was sentenced to 20 years in jail. Set up in an 
improvised campsite on a corner of the plaza, 
which is the political symbol of the communist 
regime, these Ladies in White spent an incident-
free night as they awaited a response to their de-
mands. The unheard-of act of public defi ance is 
“the right attitude in times like these,” said op-
position activist Martha Beatriz Roque. “It seems 
to me that the time has arrived to move beyond 
the complaints, letters and written elements to 
physical action [in defense of the political prison-
ers] who are harassed more and more on a daily 
basis” in jail, said the 58-year-old economist. 

“The objective is to transfer my husband to a 

civilian hospital in Havana,” said Berta Soler 
Fernández, Angel Moya’s wife. Soler delivered 
a letter addressed to Fidel Castro at the govern-
ment headquarters. “They’re playing a devil’s 
game with me,” she said. Moya, who is serving a 
20-year prison term in the Las Mangas jail, suf-
fers from disorders and severe pain as a result of 
a herniated disk.

The protest of the Ladies in White ended trium-
phantly when, in less than 48 hours, Berta Soler 
received word that her husband had been moved 
and was awaiting a back operation.   
Source: Covered widely by the international press 
(Reuters, Univisión, El Nuevo Herald, El Diario 
La Prensa  and news agency from throughout 
Latin America, the United States and Europe).

Havana, October 5, 2005. René Montes de Oca, 
the national leader of the Pro-Human Rights 
Party of Cuba who is serving time at the La 
Pendiente prison, called on the offi cials attend-
ing him to respect his rights. Montes de Oca ac-
knowledged a small altercation with the offi cial, 
but said that it was not on the level that prison 
offi cials have alleged. His complaint included an 
accusation that State Security offi cials interfered 
in his legal process because there is no separa-
tion of powers in Cuba. From prison, he said that 
he continues his struggle, remains aware of hu-
man rights violations and sends his greeting to 
those in exile.
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge. Net for 
Cuba International.

Havana, October 3, 2004. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Cienfuegos, October 2, 2004. Two new inde-
pendent libraries, Youths of Jagua at Calle 47 
entre 58 y 69, and Martí Independent, at Avenida 
56 entre 71 y 73, open their doors. The new li-
brarians are Pablo González Villa and Jorge Luis 
Pérez Ricabar, who were both introduced at the 
inauguration ceremonies by Julia Cecilia Delgado 
González, the former political prisoner and cur-
rent acting president of the Democratic Liberal 
Party of Cuba. “This oasis of fl avor arose when 
most needed, given the censorship and interfer-
ence of information in offi cial media.
Source: Alejandro Tur Valladares, Cubanacán 
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Press. Cubanet.

Camagüey, October 1ro, 2004. The “El 
Camagüeyano” Bulletin published Volume 3, 
Number 1 of this news bulletin produced by the 

local independent press. The bulletin is run by 
independent journalist Luis Guerra Juvier.
Source: Boletín El Camagüeyano. Luis Guerra 
Juvier. Directorio Democrático Cubano.
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Poet and independent journalist Raúl Rivero speaks with members of  the foreign media in his Havana home on November 
30, 2004. He was released earlier the same day after spending 18 months in prison. Rivero, who was arrested along with 74 
other dissidents in March 2003, had been sentenced to 20 years in prison. In his fi rst interview since leaving prison, Rivero 
said that he would not stop speaking out against the injustices and human rights violations that the Cuban regime commits, 
above all concerning the inhumane situation facing political prisoners.

REUTERS
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NOVEMBER 2004 
Havana, November 29, 2004. An energetic pro-
test took place at the intersection of Monte and 
Águila streets after offi cers from patrol car 555 
beat up the handicapped self-employed vendor 
María Hernández of Calle Corona # 120 entre Coco 
y Aguacate, Reparto D’Beche, in Guanabacoa. 
The police brutality victim had a physical disabil-
ity. The police offi cers were trying to confi scate 
the jewelry that Hernández sold from her home. 
According to Alfredo Ramón Pérez, who wit-
nessed the events, the protest began when one of 
the agents began to hit Hernández when she re-
fused to turn over her merchandise. He punched 
her quite hard in the jaw, which left her lying 
unconscience on the pavement. Passers-by and 
neighbors of the woman approached and shouted 
at the police, calling them “Abusers” and other 
names. The neighbors forced the police to fl ee 
from the scene suddenly without helping the vic-
tim, whom a civilian later took to the hospital.
Source: Manuel A. Brito López, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

Havana, November 28, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Cienfuegos, November 27, 2004. The political 
prisoner Ricardo Pupo Sierra, held at the Vista 
Alegre prison camp in the Palmira municipality, 
began a hunger strike. The hunger strike lasted 
for six days, after which penitentiary person-
nel ceded him some of his just demands. Pupo is 
serving three years for the alleged crime of social 
danger. He began his strike to protest the lack 
of medical attention and beds at the camp. Upon 
the sixth day of abstaining from all food, which 
was December 2, the director of the prison camp 
told the prisoner that everything had been re-
solved. They moved him to the nearest medical 
clinic to be attended. Upon returning to his cell, 
he found a bed with a foam mattress and, deter-

mining that his demands had been met, Pupo an-
nounced an end to his hunger strike. That same 
afternoon, Captain Arsedo of State Security told 
him that he would personally attend the political 
prisoner, and offered to help him. Pupo Sierra, 
however, refused the offer. “I only want my rights 
to be respected,” he told the offi cial.
Source: Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, November 25, 2004. The Placetas 
municipal court sentenced 23-year-old Alila Sáez 
Romero to two years in prison for having made 
obscene comments about Fidel Castro’s ances-
tors, considered to be a crime of contempt of the 
Commander-in-Chief. When the judge gave the 
sentence, a verbal altercation broke out between 
the president of the court and Sáez Romero, re-
quiring numerous police offi cers to intervene. As 
he was led from the courtroom, the young activist 
shouted, “Down with the tyranny!”

According to José Antonio Pérez González of 
the Christian Liberation Movement, those gath-
ered at the nearby Villa de los Laureles were able 
to observe the trial through the courthouse win-
dows.
Source: José Antonio Pérez González and Berta 
Antúnez Pernet, Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, November 25, 2004. Political pris-
oner José Gabriel Ramón Castillo, one of the 75 
rounded up in the spring of 2003 who was later 
sentenced to 20 years in prison, refused to watch 
a video in the prison while the Cuban Foreign 
Minister, along with other offi cials, visited three 
Havana jailhouses designed to receive foreigners. 
Ramón Castillo, who is being held in the Jóvenes 
de Villa Clara prison – better known as the Pre 
Tensado – was put in a punishment cell for his 
alleged misbehavior. 
Source: Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

November 24, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
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headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 

release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
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the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 

for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
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(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, November 22, 2004. Political pris-
oner Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez has been staging 
a protest since September at Villa Clara’s La 
Pendiente prison, where he is an inmate, said his 
wife Laura Pollán Toledo. Throughout this time, 
Maseda has refused to receive family visits, con-
jugal visits or the care packages he is allowed to 
receive every three months. He is protesting the 
human rights violations that he suffers. 
Source: Ernesto Roque, UPECI. Cubanet.

Havana, November 21, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, November 19, 2004. A group of op-
positionists attend a mass at the parish of Our 
Lady of the Rosary in this city to pray for the 
liberty of Cuban political prisoners. Family 
members of the prisoners also attend the mass. 
After the mass, the members of the Assembly to 
Promote Civil Society in Cuba and Todos Unidos 
made public a document that was sent to the XIV 
Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and 
Government. 
Source: EFE. Diario Las Américas.

Camagüey, November 19, 2004. The Public 
Gesture of the Ninth Catholic Social Week was 
held in the Agramonte Park. The event was 
sponsored by the Peace and Justice Commission, 
which is based at the La Merced church, located 
in the Workers’ Plaza. 
Source: Luis Guerra Juvier. El Camagüeyano.

Havana, November 18, 2004. Political pris-
oner Pedro Argüelles Morán complained from 
within the Combinado del Este prison that the 
75 dissidents jailed during the Black Spring of 
2003 are subjected to a “very severe” penitentia-
ry regime. The jailed activist described a week 
in September 2003 when he and fellow political 
prisoners Guido Sigler Amaya, Alfredo Pulido 
López and Jesús Mustafá Felipe staged a protest 

against the unjust confi nement of two other polit-
ical prisoners, Librado Linares García and Luis 
Enrique Ferrer. The group of activists held a hun-
ger strike accompanied by shouts of, “Down with 
Fidel! “Down with communism! Long live human 
rights! Long live freedom!” The protest went on 
for a full week before jailhouse authorities re-
moved Librado Linares from the punishment cell 
and “returned him to us. But that was not the 
case for Luis Enrique Ferrer. The prison guards 
tricked us; they told us that he had been trans-
ferred to Building #1, when in reality he spent 21 
days in the punishment cell,” said Argüelles, who 
has spent exactly 20 months in prison. 
Source: Juan Carlos González Leiva, Cuban 
Democratic Action. adcuba.org 

Havana, November 18, 2004. The Pro-Human 
Rights Party of Cuba, an affi liate of the Andrei 
Sajarov Foundation, said it would continue its 
fast for an indefi nite period of time to demand 
that authorities provide the medical atten-
tion required by the party’s secretary general, 
René Montes de Oca, who is being held in Santa 
Clara’s La Pendiente prison. The group is holding 
the peaceful demonstration at the home of activ-
ist Alfredo Suárez Leando, on Calle Perla entre 
Mayía Rodríguez y Lindero, in the Arroyo Naranjo 
municipality. The fast began on November 11.

Five of the group’s members have been fasting 
since that date. They are: Isanel Acosta Hernán-
dez, José Raniel Fleitas Fernández, Adrián Medi-
na Acón and Dalgis Salgado Gómez. Assisting the 
fasters are: Naturpaz, the Jesús Yanes Pelletier 
Federation, the Leonor Pérez Mothers’ Commit-
tee, the APSC, the USTIC, the Roman Byzantine 
Catholic Orthodox Church of Cuba, the PSD and 
the Ladies in White. 

“We are here calling for René’s transfer to a 
hospital so that he can receive the treatment 
he needs for his illnesses, which have been ag-
gravated by his imprisonment. He suffers from 
chronic hepatitis, abdominal infl ammation, and 
pains in his stomach, spinal column and testi-
cles,” said Esther Germán Valdés, René Montes 
de Oca’s wife. 

The Pro-Human Rights Party of Cuba also re-
leased the following declaration: “We shall con-
tinue to denounce the human rights violations 
committed by Fidel Castro’s regime in Cuba even 
if they harass and imprison us. We will keep 
pushing for the timely release of all political pris-
oners who have been unjustly jailed. We shall 
keep up our peaceful proselytizing campaign to 
disseminate information on human rights among 
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the Cuban populace.” 
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez, Cubanet.

Havana, November 18, 2004. Former political 
prisoner Camilo Pérez Villanueva refused to sign 
the warning citation given to him by police, as-
serting that it was illegal and arbitrary. Pérez 
Villanueva was threatened by political police fol-
lowing his statements to the foreign press con-
cerning the aggression suffered by his mother, 
Mirta Villanueva, when a former worker with the 
Interior Ministry visited his house to threaten 
him. He said his mother suffered severe damage 
to her health. “As long as brothers like Francisco 
Chaviano, Rafael Ibarra, Jorge Luis Pérez García 
Antúnez and many others remain jailed, I shall 
continue struggling for their total liberation and 
for democracy and freedom for my people.
Source: Richard Roselló. Cubanet.

Havana, November 18, 2004. Ten journalists 
signed an open letter sent to the Council of States 
of Cuba calling for an amnesty for imprisoned in-
dependent journalists. The new signers are as fol-
lows: Tania Díaz Castro, Manuel Vázquez Portal, 
Ana Leonor Díaz, Marvin Hernández Monzón, 
Isabel Rey Rodríguez, Roberto Plasencia, Julio 
Aleaga, Jorge L. Lara, Jesús Álvarez Castillo 
and César Baguez. A total of 38 people have now 
signed the letter, fi rst released to the public in 
October, which asserts that “the journalists con-
fi ned in Cuban prisons did nothing more than ex-
ercise their right to a free press.”
Source: Amarilis Cortina Rey, Cuba Verdad. 
Cubanet.

Havana, November 18, 2004. Wives and fam-
ily members of political prisoners gathered at 
the home of Laura Pollán, the wife of jailed in-
dependent journalist Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. 
The “Literary Tea” is an opportunity to share 
letters written by the political prisoners and for 
the wives and family members to comment on the 
specifi c situations of their loved ones. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Cienfuegos, November 18, 2004. Members of 
the Cuban Liberal Democratic Party held a fast 
at the home of opposition activist Martha Beatriz 
Delgado González, located along the Cantarana 
highway in the Paraíso neighborhood. The civic 
event began at 7 a.m. with a prayer that the politi-
cal prisoners would soon be released. Afterwards, 
the fasters took part in conferences on the Cuban 

Constitution and José Martí’s political ideology. 
Both issues were debated extensively. 
Source: Cubanacán Press. Cubanet.

Holguín, November 18, 2004. In the country’s 
eastern provinces, the following organizations 
have joined the fast initiated by Pro-Human Rights 
Party of Cuba, an affi liate of the Andrei Sajarov 
Foundation: the Eastern Democratic Alliance, the 
Pro-Human Rights Party Delegation in Antilla, 
Holguín, the Eastern Free Press Agency, the 
Civil Resistance Movement “Pedro Luis Boitel” 
of San Germán, the Council on Human and Civil 
Rights in Cuba of Sagua de Tánamo, The Cuban 
Human Rights Foundation “Elena Mederos” of 
Moa and the Christian Liberation Movement of 
Gibara, Holguín have joined the protest. 
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez, Cubanet.

November 17, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
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Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 

entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
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gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 

Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, November 16, 2004. The Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País” held a non-
violent protest in the Los Pinos community in the 
Juanelo neighborhood calling for the release of 
political prisoners and issuing a special call for 
medical attention to be provided to the secretary 
general of the Pro-Human Rights Party of Cuba 
(an Andrei Sajarov Foundation affi liate), René 
Montes de Oca Martijas, who is serving a prison 
term for the alleged crime of contempt.
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Isla de Pinos, November 16, 2004. Mass is 
held for the freedom and health of Cuba’s politi-
cal prisoners at the San Nicolás de Bari church 
in Nueva Gerona. Members of the Foundation 
movement, Union and Liberty movement, Cuban 
Liberal Current of Human Rights, and Human 
Rights Foundation of Isla de Juventud all attend-
ed the mass. 
Source: Estrella García. Habana Press.
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Villa Clara, November 16, 2004. Four politi-
cal prisoners sent a letter from the La Pendiente 
prison to Latin American heads of state meet-
ing in San José, Costa Rica for the XIV Ibero-
American Summit. Jorge Luis García Pérez 
“Antúnez”, Héctor Fernando Maseda Gutiérrez, 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García and Antonio Villareal 
Acosta signed the letter, which, among other is-
sues, states the following: “Convinced that Latin 
America cannot feel indifferent about the suf-
fering of the Cuban people, we call for solidarity 
with our claim to recover our right to rights. We 
believe that the time has arrived for the demo-
cratic nations of the world to demand, using con-
crete actions, that the Cuban government respect 
international human rights, civil liberties, politi-
cal pluralism and rule of law.
Source: Javier Machado, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

Havana, November 14, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, November 11, 2004. Mirta Villanueva 
Almeida, 68, a member of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” National Board of 
Directors, issued a public accusation against for-
mer State Security Offi cer Luis Rolando Batista 
Tamayo to domestic and foreign press agencies. 
She accused the former offi cer of brutally beating 
her. This act of physical aggression left her at El 
Vedado’s Fructoso Rodríguez hospital with a bro-
ken rib, pelvis and collarbone.

“From the hospital bed where I fi nd myself, … I 
accuse the totalitarian regime, which today gov-
erns the country against the will of the people, 
of violating its own laws, with its anachronistic 
and obsolete Constitution that resolves nothing, 
that represents nothing and accomplishes only 
what is useful for the regime… I accuse all those 
who dress in the uniform of the political police 
who, without prior investigation, abused their 
powers and freed the person who attacked me so 
violently within 36 hours of his crime. This man, 
Luis Rolando Batista Tamayo, was a member of 
the SPSA, which falls under the Ministry of the 
Interior… I accuse those in the Fraternidad and 
Capri police, including Captain Dionisia, unit 
chief, First Lieutenant Helmer, deputy unit chief, 
Offi cials Despaine, Miguel and many more, who 

support, assist and protect paramilitary warriors 
such as Luis Rolando Batista Tamayo, who con-
tinues to enjoy his physical victory against me, 
a defenseless old woman who seeks freedom for 
prisoners of conscience. 
Source: Cuba-Miami Information Bridge. Net for 
Cuba International.

Santiago de Cuba, November 11, 2004. 
Imprisoned journalist Mario Enrique Mayo, along 
with other prisoners confi ned in the Mar Verde 
prison in Santiago de Cuba, declared a hunger 
strike. The hunger strike protested the refusal of 
medical and religious assistance as well as the 
unsanitary conditions in which these prisoners 
are kept.  
Source: Maidelín Guerra, wife of political pris-
oner Mario Mayo

November 10, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
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Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 

entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 



170         

gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 

Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Pinar del Río, November 8, 2004. Political 
prisoner Arturo Pérez de Alejo Rodríguez began a 
hunger strike in protest of being prohibited from 
receiving food in his cell, something that medical 
authorities had assured him of as a result of the 
stomach ulcer from which he suffers. The politi-
cal prisoner is being held at the Kilo 5 ½ prison.
Source: Pedro Castellanos Pérez, Democratic 
Movement in Cuba.

Cienfuegos, November 8, 2004. A group of 
young people between the ages of 17 and 27 
founded the Democratic Movement for Freedom, 
located at Calle Candelaria #107 entre Paraíso y 
Calledo in the Cumanayagua municipality. The 
board of directors of the nascent organization 
comprises Elieski Roque Chongo, president and 
spokesman; Orlando Johe Rodríguez Martínez, 
vice president, and Michael Maikes Aguiar, who 
is charge of handling the political prisoner situa-
tion and humanitarian aid. 
Source: Diolexys Rodríguez Hurtado, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.
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Havana, November 7, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Holguín, November 5 - 11, 2004. A six-day 
fast calling for the release of all political prison-
ers was held at the Wenceslao Aguilera Feria in-
dependent library and the Eastern Democratic 
Alliance headquarters, located at Celia Sánchez 
#33, in Antilla. The following people participated 
in the weeklong fast: 

Eliécer Consuegra Rivas, Nelson Chan Lecusay, 
Samuel Batista Vega, Angel Batista Vega, Iván 
Machado Ramírez, Rolando Díaz Matos, Roberto 
Pardiñas Sánchez, Jorge Luís Rivas Marín, 
Duylian Ramírez Ballester, Wilber Rívas Marín, 
Yekelin Caboverde Navas, José Ramó Herrera 
Hernández, Samuel Torres Guerra and Yaleom 
Caboverde Navas participated in the fast.
Source: Eliécer Consuegra Rivas, Eastern 
Democratic Alliance.

Havana, November 4 - 11, 2004. Dr. Darsi 
Ferrer Ramírez began a hunger strike calling 
for the immediate release of imprisoned doctors 
Oscar Elías Biscet, sentenced to 25 years in jail, 
José Luis García Paneque, sentenced to 24 years, 
Marcelo Cano Rodríguez, sentenced to 18 years, 
and Luis Milán Fernández and Ricardo Silva 
Gual, serving 10-year sentences. Members of 
different opposition organizations have come by 
the activist’s house to support his hunger strike. 
The strike is also to call attention to the fact that 
Public Health Minister José Ramón Balaguer has 
not responded to his letter calling for the prison-
ers’ release. Ferrer Ramírez is a member of the 
Martí Current group and lives in San Bernardino, 
Reparto Santos Suárez, in the 10 de Octubre mu-
nicipality.
Source: Estrella García, Habana Press and Cuban 
Democratic Action. Cuba-Miami Information 
Bridge. Net for Cuba International.

Pinar del Río, November 4, 2004. The National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) opened 14 small union libraries in the 
municipalities of San Luis, La Coloma, San Juan 
and Martínez, as well as the provincial capital, in 
hopes of promoting knowledge about democratic 
principles, union freedom, workers’ and peasants’ 

rights and the development of civil liberty. José 
Félix Rodríguez Rodríguez, a CONIC delegate 
and the project’s provincial coordinator for Pinar 
del Río, stressed that this founding is a step to-
ward consolidating the unionization movement. 
“CONIC’s new independent libraries project is 
another stepping stone toward the democratiza-
tion of Cuba and takes a stand against those who 
oppose free unionization on the island,” Rodríguez 
said.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press. Cubanet.

Holguín, November 4, 2004. A fast is held to 
call for medical assistance for René Montes de 
Oca Martija and for the end of jailhouse torture 
against Cuban prisoners of conscience. The group 
followed up on their agreement from the previ-
ous night’s vigil. Eliécer Consuegra Rivas, José 
Ramón Herrera Hernández, Ignacio Mendoza 
Sánchez, Ángel Batista Vega, Héctor Ramón 
Foré Sánchez, Iván Machado Ramírez, Roberto 
Pardiñas Sánchez, Wilber Rivas Marín, Yuneski 
Durán Osorio, Yoandri Duran Sánchez, Rolando 
Díaz Matos, Nelson Chan Lecusay, and Duylian 
Ramírez Ballester, participated in the fast held 
at Calle Celia Sánchez #33, the home of the 
Wenceslao Aguilera Feria independent library 
and the Eastern Democratic Alliance. 
Source: Eliécer Consuegra Rivas, Eastern 
Democratic Alliance.

November 3, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
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Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Havana. The Pro-Human Rights Party of Cuba, 
an affi liate of the Andrei Sajarov Foundation, 
sponsored a “Freedom without exile of Cuban 
Political Prisoners” vigil at the home of Ismael 
Acosta Hernández, located at calle 208 #27119, 
entre 271 y 273, Reparto Mazorra, in Havana. 
This important event, held traditionally every 
Wednesday, begins with a prayer and the sing-
ing of the National Anthem. Following this open-

ing, those present engage in a political discussion 
and conclude with a prayer for the release of all 
Cuba’s political prisoners. On this occasion, 25 
opposition activists participated. 
Source: Cuban Democratic Action. Cuba-Miami 
Information Bridge. Net for Cuba International. 

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
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Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 

Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
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Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, November 2, 2004. Opposition activ-
ist Lourdes Esquivel Vieytó complained before 
the Cuban Workers’ Center about her expulsion 
from the Municipal Services Company of Rancho 
Boyeros. Esquivel Vieytó was fi red from her job 
after a Peoples’ Assembly delegate complained 
about her being involved with an independent la-
bor union and that she had fi led complaints about 
violations of her unionization rights. At the meet-
ing where she was fi red, her employers informed 
her that she could no longer occupy a position 
reserved for revolutionaries. This was the same 
explanation that she received from the state-run 
labor union.
Source: Víctor Manuel Domínguez, Lux Info 
Press. Cubanet.

Holguín, November 1, 2004. A group of dis-
sidents celebrated the 79th anniversary of the 
founding of the Antilla municipality, the fi rst 

mayor of which was Wenceslao Aguilera Feria, 
for whom the local independent library is named. 
The library is located at Celia Sánchez Manduley 
#33, the home of its director, Eliécer Consuegra 
Rivas, who is also the president of the Eastern 
Democratic Alliance. At the meeting, poems 
were read from jailed journalist Raúl Rivero 
Castañeda’s book of poetry, Proof of Contact.

The following activists took part in the meet-
ing: Eliécer Consuegra Rivas, Héctor Ramón 
Foré Sánchez, Ángel Batista Vega, Orlando Díaz 
Matos, Pedro Javier Rodríguez Avalle, Duylián 
Ramírez Ballester, Iván Machado Ramírez and 
Carlos Rivas Martínez.
Source: Eliécer Consuegra Rivas, Eastern 
Democratic Alliance.

Camagüey, November 1, 2004. The “El 
Camagüeyano” Bulletin published Volume 3, 
Number 8 of this news bulletin produced by the 
local independent press. The bulletin is run by 
independent journalist Luis Guerra Juvier.
Source: Boletín El Camagüeyano. Luis Guerra 
Juavier. Directorio Democrático Cubano.
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DECEMBER 2004 
Villa Clara, December 29, 2004. Guillermo 
Fariñas Hernández, the director of the Marta 
Abreu Social Studies Forum, sent a Christmas 
message to “all Cuban people” wishing them 
peace and tolerance. “We live in this world, just 
as those who live in exile do. As an academic in-
stitution that refuses to attach itself to the cur-
rent government’s totalitarian canons, we shall 
continue working peacefully, civilly and publicly 
to disseminate universal social thought, regard-
less of whether this is in the interest of those who 
hold totalitarian power… In 2005 we shall redou-
ble our efforts so that all political prisoners and 
prisoners of conscience in Cuba return to their 
homes with full liberty. As part of his Christmas 
message, he also announced that the academic 
organization would participate in the Assembly 
to Promote Civil Society in Cuba, to be held in 
Havana on May 20, 2005.

All of the members of the Studies Center were 
present at the conference to issue the Christmas 
message, held in Santa Clara.
Source: Javier Machado, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

December 29, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
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Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 

Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
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Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Santiago de Cuba, December 28, 2004. 
Numerous examples of antigovernment graf-
fi ti appear in the Cobre community. The signs, 
some of which said, “Bastion: no; Food: yes,” were 
located across from the Communist Party’s mu-
nicipal headquarters on Calle Clodomira Ferrat 
and in the area surrounding the Sanctuary of the 
Virgen de la Caridad.

After an intense police search, two human 
rights activists, Héctor Moncada and Vladimir 
González, were arrested and taken to the State 
Security Operations Center in the Alturas de 
Versalles, also in that city.

Opposition leaders fear that the police will 
show now mercy to the young men and will likely 
blame the pair for all of the antigovernment graf-
fi ti that regularly appears around the city.
Source: Roberto García Cabrejas, APLO. 
Cubanet.

Havana, December 26, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, December 25, 2005. Children and 
teenagers, joined by their parents, attended a 
Christmas celebration at the Helen Martínez 
Independent Library, which is located at the 
home of Professor María Elena Mir Marrero in 
Guanabo. This important date is totally ignored 
by offi cial media outlets, but high spirits abound-
ed at the celebration. The group sang Christmas 
carols around a Christmas tree topped off with a 
miniature Santa Claus. They hand out gifts, can-
dy, and colorful balloons and share a meringue 
cake. The adults present took a moment to share 
their nostalgia for Christmases in better times, 
when Christmas and Christmas Eve were cele-
brated throughout the island. 
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén, Lux Info Press. 
Cubanet.

Havana, December 22, 2005. Members of the 
30th of November Party shout antigovernment 
slogans at the end of a vigil for the release of po-
litical prisoners, held in the Alturas del Mirador 
del Diezmero neighborhood in San Miguel del 
Padrón. According to Ada Kaly Márquez Abascal, 
the party’s national coordinator, the group dem-
onstrated by walking peacefully through the 
street carrying a Cuban fl ag and shouting, “Down 
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with Fidel!” “Long live human rights!” “Freedom 
for the political prisoners! Down with Tryanny!” 
and, “Freedom!” 

The political police staged an intense opera-
tion, fi lming and observing the protest. But the 
agents did not respond in any way to the opposi-
tion activists’ chanting. Neighbors who came out 
of their houses to watch the protest did not join 
the group, but also did not express resentment. 

A total of 29 activists participated in the vigil. 
They received an update on the political prison-
er situation from Antonio Vladimir Roselló and 
Santiago Palomo, 30th of November Party mem-
bers who are jailed at Valle Grande and Voisin 
prisons. 
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez. Cubanet.

December 22, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
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Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 

in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.
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Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, December 20, 2004. Shouting, “Down 
with Fidel, abusers!” political prisoner Alexis 
Triana Montesinos protested against being 
punched as guards led him to a punishment cell 
because he had worn a hat during the prisoner 
roll call. The hat was a gift from his mother, 
Candita Montesinos. 

Triana Montesinos, who is serving a three-year 
sentence for the alleged crime of damaging gov-
ernment facilities in the San Miguel del Padrón 
municipality in June and July 2003, was held for 
seven days in the punishment cell as a result of 
the hat incident. 
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez. Cubanet.

Isla de Pinos, December 19, 2004. An antigov-
ernment cinema series sponsored by the Julio 
Tang Texier Civic Cultural Project took place in 
support of the Freedom without Exile for Cuban 
Political Prisoners campaign. Included among 
the documentaries shown were “Cuban Spring”, 
a 30-minute short depicting the profound reality 
of the Cuban opposition movement and tells the 
true story of the 75 political activists arrested in 
the spring of 2003. The other fi lms were: “How to 
overthrow a dictator”, “The tip of the machete”, 
“Voices from the island of freedom”, “A place with-

out souls”, and “I saw them leaving”.

The Julio Tang Texier Project was founded on 
August 9, 2003 to disseminate information about 
the country’s reality and human rights violations 
among the population of Villa Gerona and the 
rest of Isla de la Juventud.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Cuba-Miami Information Bridge.

Havana, December 19, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, December 18, 2004. Wives and fam-
ily members of political prisoners gathered at 
the home of Laura Pollán, the wife of jailed in-
dependent journalist Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. 
The “Literary Tea” is an opportunity to share 
letters written by the political prisoners and for 
the wives and family members to comment on the 
specifi c situations of their loved ones. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, December 18, 2004. Members of the 
Liberal Democratic Party of Cuba (PLDC), with 
support from trade unionists, teachers and activ-
ists from the 30th of November of Party, fasted for 
12 hours at the group’s head offi ces, located at 
Avenida 20 de Mayo 513, El Cerro. The nonvio-
lent demonstration was also attended by Martha 
Beatriz Roque Cabello and other activists from 
Cienfuegos, Villa Clara, Las Tunas, Holguín, 
Granma and Santiago de Cuba. The objectivity of 
the solemn event was to show support for Héctor 
Maseda, the PLDC president who is being held 
in Santa Clara’s La Pendiente prison, to call for 
his release and to remember the Black Spring of 
2003. During the fast, the group discussed the 
party’s proposed new program, which addresses 
sociopolitical and economic issues concerning the 
country’s transition to democracy. 
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, December 18, 2004. Nine members 
of the Liberal Democratic Party of Cuba (PLDC), 
including two women, held a public protest of 
fasting and prayer in front of the La Pendiente 
prison in this province. The group knelt at 7 a.m. 
before the jailhouse entrance to begin their day 



           181 STEPS TO FREEDOM

of fasting in support of prisoner of conscience 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. 

After two hours, the authorities expelled the 
protesters, who continued their day of solidar-
ity and protest at the home of the party’s deputy 
delegate for the province, Bernardo Luis Ascanio, 
who lives at General Mariño 331 A entre Campo 
y Circunvalación, Reparto Virginia The relocated 
protest was not free from disruption, however, 
as CDR President Rilda Evin Muñoz arrived and 
threatened the group, prompting them to join 14 
members of the Christian Democratic Movement 
of Cuba, who were conducting a similar activity 
at a house located at Calle D 55, entre 1ra. y 2da. 
Reparto Subplanta. Vigils of prayer and fasting 
are held on the 18th of every month throughout 
the country to show support for the political pris-
oners. The wave of repression that rounded up 75 
anti-Castro activists began on March 18, 2003.
Source: Guillermo Fariñas, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

Matanzas, December 17, 2004. About 20 ac-
tivists with the Alternative Option Independent 
Movement participated in a religious activity to 
pay tribute to Saint Lazarus. Following the cer-
emony, the group marched for two kilometers 
along the city’s main streets. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement.

Camagüey, December 17, 2004. Anti-govern-
ment posters inscribed with slogans such as, 
“Down with Fidel!” appeared at two places in the 
Florida village. The signs, written with charcoal, 
appeared on the wall of the gate of a house locat-
ed at Enrique Recio 410, entre Carretera Central 
y Maceo, as well as on the wall of the Florida bus 
terminal.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén, Lux Info Press. 
Cubanet.

Havana, December 15, 2004. The Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País” held a 
prayer chain to call for freedom for the party 
members detained in the Bahamas and for all 
prisoners of conscience. The event took place at 
the home of Anaika Paneca Román, located at 
Calle 10 # 14413 entre 3ra y 5ta, El Diezmero, 
San Miguel del Padrón. More than 30 activists 
took part in the activity. 
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

December 15, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.
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Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 

Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
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Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.

Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Villa Clara, December 14, 2004. Margarito 
Broche Espinosa joined a study group with the 
Cuban Refl ection Movement to celebrate the 56th 
anniversary of the universal human rights proc-
lamation and the 10th anniversary of the MCR’s 
founding.

The anti-Castro think tank took advantage of 
the day in Camajuaní to hold a workshop titled, 
“Transition or succession of the Cuban condition”, 
which led to a thoughtful debate about possible 
transition scenarios for the island.

In his opening statement, Joaguín Cabeza de 
León, the think tank’s coordinator, dedicated the 
event to all political prisoners and especially to 
the MCR’s general secretary, Librado Linares 
García, who is in the process of unjustly serving 
20 years in prison. His wife, Magaly Broche de 
la Cruz, described the health and jail conditions 
that Linares García must tolerate and expressed 
her appreciation for the domestic and interna-
tional support for Cuba’s political prisoners.

An important part of the event occurred when 
Margarito Broche Espinosa, the guest of honor, 
took the fl oor. The former political prisoner called 
for international solidarity with Cuba and with 
all of Cuba’s prisoners of conscience.

Evangelical missionary Mario Félix Leonar 
Barroso read a letter describing his position as 
a living being in the midst of Cuban society and 
stressed his sympathy for the Cuban Refl ection 
Movement.
Source: Joaquín Cabezas De León, Cuban Refl ection 
Movement. José Moreno Cruz, Cubanacán Press. 
Directorio Democrático Cubano.      

Havana, December 13, 2004. Oswaldo Payá, 
an opposition leader and the creator of the Varela 
Project, showed the press a surveillance device 
that he discovered in his house. At a press confer-
ence, he said that State Security forces are using 
repressive means to control his actions.

Villa Clara, December 13, 2004.  The National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
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Freedom met with groups of opposition activ-
ists and relatives of political prisoners to speak 
with them about the inhumane jail conditions in 
which the country’s political prisoners reside and 
also to discuss Margarito Broche’s delicate health 
situation.
Source: Cuban Refl ection Movement and 
Cubanacán Press.

Havana, December 12, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, December 10, 2004. Margarito Broche 
Espinosa, president of the National Association of 
Rafters for Peace, Democracy and Freedom, and 
María Caridad Noa González, vice president of 
that organization, arrived in Havana and joined 
the Ladies in White for their annual December 10 
activity, which took place at the home of Laura 
Pollán.
Source: Cuban Refl ection Movement and 
Cubanacán Press.

Havana, December 10, 2004. More than 50 
activists affi liated with different organizations 
distributed the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights throughout the capital. The Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País” canvassed 
the El Diezmero municipality. 
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Havana, December 10, 2004. The Ladies in 
White (wives, mothers and sisters of the Group 
of 75 political prisoners) made use of Human 
Rights Day to denounce the human rights viola-
tions they have suffered, showing local indepen-
dent reporters and foreign press correspondents 
the miniature surveillance devices found in the 
telephone receiver at the home of Laura Pollán, 
where the meeting was held. Pollán is the wife of 
Héctor Maseda, the Liberal Party president who 
was sentenced to 20 years in prison. 

“This is a violation of my privacy,” said Pollán, 
asserting that the devices were used by State 
Security to listen to her conversation. The fast 
and human rights complaint airing session was 
attended by 14 Ladies in White. Loyda Valdés, 

one of the Ladies in White who is from Artemisa 
and is the wife of labor organizer Alfredo Felipe 
Fuentes, wore black on this day. “Today is a day 
of mourning because human rights are being held 
hostage in Cuba,” said the wife of the 53-year-old 
labor leader sentenced to 26 years in prison.
Source: Ana Leonor Díaz, Grupo Decoro. 
Cubanet.

Havana, December 10, 2004. The wives of 
the 75 political activists arrested during Cuba’s 
Black Spring of 2003 began a fast in protest of 
their husbands’ unjust imprisonments. Laura 
Pollán, the wife of political prisoner Héctor 
Maseda Gutiérrez, read a letter to the press titled 
“December 10, 2004”, in which the wives called 
for freedom without exile for their husbands. 

Matanzas, December 10, 2004. The Alternative 
Option Independent Movement coordinated a 
mass distribution of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights throughout the Matanzas prov-
ince. A few copies of the document were confi scat-
ed by the political police and publicly destroyed. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement.

Cienfuegos, December 10, 2004. Former pris-
oner of conscience Bernardo Arévalo Padrón, the 
director of the Línea Sur Press and a resident 
of Aguada de Pasajeros, wrote a letter to Fidel 
Castro asking to be put in prison in place of Jorge 
Luis García Pérez Antúnez, who has been in jail 
for 15 years.

“I want to take advantage of this transcenden-
tal date in human history, the 56th anniversary 
of the proclamation of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, to request the release of politi-
cal prisoner Jorge Luis García Pérez Antúnez,” 
Arévalo Padrón said in his letter. Also in the let-
ter, he made reference to the Mercedarian reli-
gious order, made up of devotees to the Virgen 
de las Mercedes, patron saint of prisoners. The 
Mercedarians offered themselves in exchange for 
Christians captured by Muslims during the Cru-
sades to capture the Holy Land. Arévalo Padrón 
proposed to be held in place of Pérez Antúnez. “I 
am not the fi rst person to ask for something of 
this sort, and I doubt that I shall be the last to 
do it. Let the record show that we are not mer-
cenaries as you are, … but we are proud to be 
Mercedarians.
Source: Guillermo Fariña Hernández, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.
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Villa Clara, December 10, 2004.  The Cuban 
Refl ection Movement held a meeting in Camajuaní 
to celebrate the tenth anniversary of its founding 
and International Human Rights Day. The event 
took place at the movement’s headquarters, lo-
cated in Reparto Obrero #1 of this city. At the 
meeting, the group screened the documentary, 
“How to overthrow a dictator”, and distributed in-
formation about the Serbian anti-Milosevic youth 
movement. Then they discussed the conditions of 
the nonviolent civil struggle in Cuba. Ten mem-
bers of the MCR participated in the event.
Source: Manuel Sarduy Segredo, Cuban Refl ection 
Movement (MCR). Directorio Democrático 
Cubano.

Villa Clara, December 10, 2004. The National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom held a two-hour vigil beginning at 8:30 
p.m. to observe yet another anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. A total 
of 24 members attended.
Source: Cuban Refl ection Movement and 
Cubanacán Press.

Camagüey, December 10, 2004. Opposition 
activists in the Florida municipality called on 
the government to unconditionally release more 
than 300 political prisoners. The protest was 
led by Pastor Lázaro Iglesias Estrada, the na-
tional evangelism secretary of the Cuban Human 
Rights Foundation (FCDH). Also in attendance 
were FCDH’s executive members from Florida, 
Alain León Gómez, Alberto Hernández Jiménez, 
Yoandry Cabrera Andino, José González Pérez, 
Daniel Valdés Álvarez and Daniel Santos 
Gómez. 

Psalms were read and prayers were said for the 
health and liberty of the political prisoners. The 
group also read and discussed the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, which the United Na-
tions passed on this day in 1948. The day, which 
was spent in fasting, began at 6 a.m. and lasted 
until 1 p.m., with participants gathered at the 
home of Cabrera Andino, Calle Gómez No. 16, 
Florida, Camagüey. 
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén, Lux Info Press. 
Cubanet.

Holguín, December 10, 2004. Activists with 
the National Civil Resistance Movement “Pedro 
Luís Boitel” met at the home of Ángela Sabot 
Barthelemy, in Calle 7ma, #705, Reparto Las 
Coloradas, in Moa. They gathered to celebrate 
the anniversary of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights. The following dissidents also 
participated in the event: Juan José Moreno 
Reyes, Ever Jesús Hernández Reyes, Martín 
Ruiz González, Diosmilda Castro Cuba, Juan 
Manuel Leiva Cortina, Jorge Rodríguez Campo, 
Roberto Garcell Pupo, Maritza Cardosa Romero 
and  Mario Brocal Doré. 
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO.

Holguín, December 10, 2004. The Pro-Human 
Rights Party, an affi liate of the Andrei Sajarov 
Foundation, met in Antilla to commemorate 
December 10 at Calle Diego Manuel Yedra 
#30. The following activists participated in the 
day’s events: Ignacio Mendoza Sánchez, Húber 
Ramírez Ballester, Wilber Rivas Marín, Yaquelín 
Cabo Verde Navas, Rolando Díaz Matos, Ángel 
Batista Vega, Miguel Felicó Leyva, José Herrera 
Hernández, Dorben Domínguez Cairo, Maribel 
Fernández Molina, Nelson Chang Lacusai, Daysi 
Rivas Cendón, Víctor Quindelán Torres, Adrián 
Rivas Marín, Jorge Rivas Marín, Iván Machado 
Ramírez and Héctor Ramón Doré Sánchez. 
Source: Roberto Pardiñas Sánchez, Pro-Human 
Rights Party.

Holguín, December 10, 2004. Activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement gathered at 
Moncada #5 Bajos, the home of Francisco Ferrer 
Columbié. Alfredo Alvarez Leiva, José Antonio 
Bárzaga Cordero and Rafael Mesú Columbié at-
tended the event. Afterwards, the group went into 
the streets to distribute copies of the Declaration 
of Human Rights.
Source: Raúl Torres Comedecaris Sierra, Eastern 
Democratic Alliance.

Holguín, December 10, 2004. An event cel-
ebrating Human Rights Day was held at the 
home of activist Martha Díaz Rondón, at Calle 
17 #26, Reparto Salcedo, in the Banes municipal-
ity. The following activists took part in the event: 
Miguel Verdecia Torres, Margarita Cruz Batista, 
Iosvany Abreu Díaz, Oriel Verdecia Evora, Nancy 
Rojas Hevia, Andrés Peña Pérez, Ramón Destín 
González and Carlos Rojas García. At 2 p.m., 
the group walked together to the Antilla mu-
nicipality to show support for the provincial del-
egate Rivas, who was arrested the previous day 
and remained in the Investigations Technical 
Department (DTI) holding cell at State Security 
headquarters. Joining various activists with the 
Eastern Democratic Alliance from different mu-
nicipalities around Holguín, they signed a docu-
ment celebrating International Human Rights 



186         

Day by congratulating the democratic countries 
of the world. At the same time, however, they 
took the opportunity to urge the countries of the 
European Union to not be fooled by the Cuban 
regime’s recent maneuvers.
Source: Eastern Democratic Alliance, Juan Carlos 
Garcell Pérez, APLO and Guillermo Llanos 
Ricardo, Pro-Human Rights Party. 

Holguín, December 10, 2004. A group of activ-
ists with the National Civil Resistance Movement 
“Pedro Luís Boitel” descended on the streets of 
the mining city Moa and distributed 150 copies 
of the Declaration of Human Rights. Taking ad-
vantage of the surprise factor, they were able to 
distribute all the copies they had, and residents 
continued asking for more. The following par-
ticipated in the event: Orestes Cuba Cuba, Jorge 
Luís Gaínza Clapé, Augusto Hernández de los 
Ángeles, Juan Miguel Llorente Echevarría, Omar 
Wilson Ortega Real, Carlos Góngora Blanco and 
Alejandro Aranda Martínez. 
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO.

December 8, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.
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Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 

entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
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Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, December 7, 2004.  Cuban dissidents 
Marta Beatriz Roque and Felix Bonne held a 
press conference to explain general objectives 
and characteristics of the Assembly to Promote 
Civil Society in Cuba.
Source: Ernesto Mastrascusa, Notimex.

Villa Clara, December 7, 2004. Members of 
the Democracy Movement laid fl oral arrays upon 
the bust of General Antonio Maceo Grajales to 
commemorate the 108th anniversary of his death 
on the battlefi eld. Standing at the statue, the 
group held a moment of silence and, as they laid 
the fl owers, shouted, “Long live a free Cuba!” 
“Freedom for the political prisoners!” “Long live 
human rights!” The event, originally scheduled 
for 1:00 p.m., was moved to 8:30 p.m. because 
the political police had cordoned off the area sur-
rounding the monument.

Source: Diolexys Rodríguez Hurtado, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, December 7, 2004. Members of the 
Democratic Movement in the Santa Clara and 
Santo Domingo municipalities were harassed 
and threatened in an attempt to prevent the day’s 
traditional event. “I will carry out the activity 
at whatever cost it takes,” said the Movement’s 
delegate in Santo Domingo, Ramón Marrero 
Ruiz. “You communists should distribute the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights to the 
misled Cuban people; after all, Cuba signed this 
document on December 10, 1948.” He made these 
comments after receiving threats from police of-
fi cers who visited him at his house in an attempt 
to intimidate him. 
Source: Diolexys Rodríguez Hurtado, Cubanacán 
Press. Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba, December 7, 2004. 
Residents awoke to fi nd downtown Santiago 
streets fi lled with antigovernment graffi ti read-
ing, among other things, “Down with Fidel!” From 
Calle Paraíso to Reloj, more than four blocks 
were fi lled with different writing and painting on 
the walls and facades of homes. The other streets 
affected were Santa Rosa, Carnicería and Santa 
Rita. The authorities’ reaction was to try to erase 
them, but this only had the effect of making it 
clear that it would be impossible to silence the 
citizenry’s voices of discontent. 
Source: Roberto García Cabrejas, APLO. 
Cubanet.

Havana, December 5, 2005. Political prisoners 
Alexander Fernández Rico and Santiago Adrián 
Palomo, both members of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” being held at the 
André Voisin Prison in the Güines municipality 
of Havana, declared a hunger strike to protest 
the presence of sewage water in the cells, the bad 
food, the poor medical assistance and the lack of 
medicine, and the abuses and beatings that jail 
authorities infl ict on the inmates, as well as other 
arbitrary treatment. They carried out the strike 
wearing nothing but underwear in punishment 
cells, sleeping on the fl oor and not drinking any 
water for the fi rst three days. The strike lasted 
for 12 days.
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez. Cubanet. 
Alexander Fernández Rico.

Holguín, December 5, 2004. More than 900 pa-
rishioners of the First Bethany Baptist Church 
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in the Moa municipality have been holding a pro-
test within the walls of their church for the past 
two months. The group prays and fasts for 24 
hours every day, with different parishioners tak-
ing turns by staying in the religious center to pre-
vent it from being occupied by the government.  
In response to offi cial eviction orders, the faithful 
say that they are going to exercise their right to 
practice their religion in spite of the fact that au-
thorities have ordered them to stop construction 
of the temple, which is in its fi nal phase. 

Until that moment, and even though there had 
been dialogue between the parties, the local Moa 
government had failed to occupy any of the wor-
ship center. Mrs. Caridad Diego, who is in charge 
of religious affairs for the Communist Party, at-
tempted to intervene, but failed to settle the evic-
tion matter. The beautiful fi ve-story building 
with porcelain tiles and tinted windows is located 
on Avenida Mariana Grajales. The construction 
is estimated at thousands of dollars – more than 
one million Cuban pesos – and the church has 
paid for the building since receiving the building 
permit. But now the Moa government intends to 
occupy the building, claiming that it is dispropor-
tionate and luxurious.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Márquez 
Sterling Society.

Havana, December 5, 2004. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar. 
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, December 4, 2004. Members of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank País” 
held a mass at the Santa Bárbara church in 
Párraga for the release of Cuban political prison-
ers.
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Villa Clara, December 3, 2004. Opposition 
leader Bertha Antúnez Pernet began a protest 
with other activists in front of the La Pendiente 
prison in Santa Clara in protest of the 21-day pun-
ishment given to her brother, Jorge Luis García 
Pérez Antúnez, who is a political prisoner at the 
jail. According to what García Pérez Antúnez 
told his sister, Warden Luis Pozo ordered the in-
mate to a punishment cell for making pejorative 

comments about Fidel Castro. Bertha Antúnez, 
however, insists that the punishment is unjust 
because her brother was simply making use of 
his freedom of expression.
Source: María Elena Alpízar Ariosa, Grupo 
Decoro. Cubanet.

Havana, December 1, 2004. Patients at the 
Mazorra psychiatric hospital shouted, “Down 
with Fidel!” and other antigovernment slogans 
during the visit of the Malaysian Prime Minister 
to the mental health facility.

According to Dalgis Salgado Gómez of the Pro-
Human Rights Party, “State Security mounted a 
strong offensive [following the incident] and even 
locked up some of the patients in their rooms, as 
well as enclosing the hospital workers. Nobody 
could move about in the hospital corridors.” 
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez. Cubanet.

Camagüey, December 1, 2004. The “El 
Camagüeyano” Bulletin published Volume 3, 
Number 1 of this news bulletin produced by the 
local independent press. The bulletin is run by 
independent journalist Luis Guerra Juvier.
Source: Boletín El Camagüeyano. Luis Guerra 
Juvier. Directorio Democrático Cubano.

December 1, 2004. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río.  Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
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Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event at 
the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-

cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón. 
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from 
various organizations got together to put on 
this event. The activists prayed to God and de-
manded that the government unconditionally 
release all prisoners of conscience in Cuba. The 
vigil took place in front of the home of Juan 
Francisco Guerra Perugorría, president of the 
Movimiento Libertad (Freedom Movement), on 
Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each candle 
was dedicated to one of the many political prison-
ers locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., 
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 

December 10, 2004. Laura Pollán (center), wife of  political prisoner Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez, reads a press release on 
December 10, 2004, International Humans Rights Day, calling for unconditional freedom for the 75 political activists arrested 
by the Cuban regime in March 2003. The statement was signed by wives and other family members of  the 75 prisoners. The 
women held a hunger strike that day at Pollán’s Havana home.

EPA/AE 
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“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21. 
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País”. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas. 
Source: the National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios. 
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
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in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality. 
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 

at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.
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Martha Beatriz Roque, the president of  the Assembly to Promote Civil Society, joined by Félix Bonne (right) and René 
Gómez Manzano, on December 7, 2004, as she tells the press that a National Congress will be held on May 20, 2005 to try to 
unify the different internal opposition groups in Cuba and to plan the next steps to be taken. 

AFP
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Jorge Luis García Pérez Antúnez and his sister Bertha Antúnez in a recent photograph. On January 18, 2005, Bertha Antúnez 
accused top offi cials in the Castro regime of  denying medical services and medications to her brother, who has spent 15 
years as a political prisoner and suffered numerous beatings.
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JANUARY 2005
Havana, January 30, 2005. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, January 29, 2005. The Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País” held an 
event dedicated to the children of dissidents and 
political prisoners in the Guanabacoa municipal-
ity. Gifts were given to the 30 children present in 
recognition of their parents. The event took place 
at a farm in Reparto Coyula.
Source: Raiza Martínez Llerena, Executive 
Secretary of the Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”.

Havana, January 28, 2005. Members of the 
National Rickshaw Union, founded in 2003 as 
independent of the state-run CTC to defend 
the rights of workers in this sector, sent a let-
ter of protest to the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Security for the fi nes that police offi cers have giv-
en these workers at the intersection of Habana 
and Obrapía in the historical center of the capital. 
These fi nes are part of a harassment campaign 
against the independent union that has been on-
going since it was founded. The letter from the 
rickshaw drivers has not been answered. 
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, January 28, 2005. Twenty-three 
members of the National Association of Rafters 
for Peace, Democracy and Freedom attended an 
event held in honor of the 152nd anniversary of 
the birth of José Martí. The event, which was 
held in spite of a heavy State Security and po-
lice presence, took place at Avenida 39 entre 16 
y 18, #1603, in the Caibarién municipality. At 
the fore of the patriotic ceremony, which led off 
with the singing of the national anthem, stood a 
Cuban fl ag and a bust of José Martí. Margarito 
Broche Espinosa presided over the event, read-
ing from a biography of José Martí as well as the 

text, “With all and for the good of all”. Human 
rights activists prepared a document which they 
read. The vice president of the association, María 
Caridad Noa González, spoke about Martí’s mis-
sion. Eliézer Felipen Santos and Adolfo Cáseres 
Rámirez, representing the Planted Towards 
Freedom and Democracy in Cuba organization, 
also spoke about the national hero.
Source: National Association of Rafters for Peace, 
Democracy and Freedom and Cubanacán Press.

Santiago de Cuba, January 28, 2005. Members 
of different political opposition groups and civic 
organizations celebrated José Martí’s birthday 
with fl oral offerings and public speeches in front 
of busts of the national hero located in the mu-
nicipalities of Songo-La Maya, San Luis, Mella, 
Palma Soriano, Guamá and Santiago de Cuba. 
The dissidents recited excerpts from Marti’s 
oevre where he clearly expressed his anticommu-
nist sentiments and they spoke about this aspect 
of the Martí school of thought. The day’s main 
event was held at Gallo No. 356, entre Trinidad 
y Habana.
Source: Rosa María Montoya Herrero, APLO. 
Cubanet.

January 26, 2005. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners:

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vigil 
at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
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November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event 
at the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón.
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from vari-
ous organizations got together to put on this event. 
The activists prayed to God and demanded that 
the government unconditionally release all pris-
oners of conscience in Cuba. The vigil took place 
in front of the home of Juan Francisco Guerra 
Perugorría, president of the Libertad Movement, 
on Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each 
candle was dedicated to one of the many political 
prisoners locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., by reading psalms and 
singing the national anthem.

Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas.
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.
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Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios.
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC-PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 

in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 

Economist and independent journalist Oscar Espinosa 
Chepe, freed from prison in June 2004, urged the European 
Union on January 24, 2005, to negotiate with the Cuban 
government for the freedom of  the group of  75.

EPA
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and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, January 25, 2005. The opposition or-
ganization Hard Line opened an independent li-
brary at the home of Julio César López, located 
at Cisneros Betacourt 1286, entre 3 y Lindero 
in Los Pinos. Members of the following groups 
were present at the inauguration: Pro-Human 
Rights Movement, Cuban Youth, the Libertad 
Movement, the Freedom and Democracy Rescue 
movement, the Martí League, and the Mothers’ 
Committee “Leonor Pérez”. The library, which 
will be open everyday, is intended to foment true 
Cuban culture and disseminate what really hap-
pens in the country and around the world.
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez. Cubanet.

Havana, January 24, 2005. An independent 
Martí commission was founded with the objective 
of disseminating the social doctrine of José Martí. 
The group consists of the lawyer Wilfredo Vallín 
Almeida, coordinator, who is joined by Leonardo 
Calvo Cárdenas, Cándido José Hidalgo-Gato 
Sánchez, Moisés Leonardo Rodríguez Valdés and 
José Antonio Fornaris Ramos. 
Source: Amarilys C. Rey, Cuba Verdad. Cubanet. 

Havana, January 23, 2005. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 

26, Miramar.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Camagüey, January 22, 2005. Various anti-
government slogans appeared on the walls of a 
funeral home, an emergency medical center, a 
community center building and a cabaret in the 
municipality of Florida de Camagüey during the 
night. State Security immediately erased the 
writing and patrolled the streets in a vain search 
for the vandals.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén, Lux Info Press. 
Cubanet.

Holguín, January 19, 2005. Prisoners from the 
Playa Manteca jail, located in the Mayarí munici-
pality in Holguín province, led a series of protests 
against the weight limits placed on the food that 
families may bring them on visits. “This [limita-
tion] they want to impose is a mass murder of the 
Playa Manteca prisoners,” said Ana Martínez, 
the mother of the one of the prisoners. “They 
have been dying of hunger since the beginning 
of the year. My son says that the food service has 
gotten worse. They do not get breakfast and they 
only have cornmeal for lunch and dinner.”
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO.Cubanet.

January 19, 2005. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners:

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
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Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event 
at the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón.
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from vari-
ous organizations got together to put on this event. 
The activists prayed to God and demanded that 
the government unconditionally release all pris-
oners of conscience in Cuba. The vigil took place 
in front of the home of Juan Francisco Guerra 
Perugorría, president of the Libertad Movement, 
on Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each 
candle was dedicated to one of the many political 
prisoners locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., by reading psalms and 
singing the national anthem.
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-

cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas.
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa, National Association 
of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and Freedom.
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Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios.
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC-PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, January 18, 2005. Martha Beatriz 
Roque, Félix Bonne and René Gómez, lead-
ing members of the Assembly to Promote Civil 
Society in Cuba opposition group, sent a letter to 
Fidel Castro informing him of the meeting they 
will hold on May 20 in the Cuban capital. In 
the letter, the signers stated that the assembly, 
which was founded in 2002, includes 340 antigov-
ernment organizations on the island.
Source: EFE/Univisión.

Havana, January 18, 2005. Wives and family 
members of the 75 Cuban dissidents jailed in the 
spring of 2003 met for a literary tea. At the event, 
a letter sent by French Foreign Minister Michel 
Barnier to the Ladies in White was read aloud. 
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The letter stated that “the French government 
closely follows the Cuban political prisoner situa-
tion and has urged the Cuban government to re-
view its attitude with respect to this matter.”

Laura Pollán Toledo, who hosted the event in 
her home at Neptuno 963 in Centro Habana, 
said, “We are not alone. The struggle to free our 
husbands continues.” The group also mentioned 
Héctor Maseda; the jailed journalist celebrated 
his 62nd birthday that day.
Source: Roberto Santana Rodríguez. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, January 18, 2005. Opposition 
leader Bertha Antúnez Pernet accused the top 
authorities of the Department of State Security of 
maliciously concealing the medical history of her 
brother, prisoner of conscience Jorge Luis García 
Pérez Antúnez. According to Antúnez Pernet, the 
prisoner is not receiving the therapy he needs to 
adequately deal with his severe illness caused by 
an undiagnosed tumor that was found in his left 
lungue nearly fi ve years ago.
Source: María Elena Alpízar Ariosa, Grupo 
Decoro. Cubanet.

Havana, January 18, 2005. The wives and fam-
ily members of political prisoners met at the home 
of Laura Pollán, whose husband is the jailed jour-
nalist Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez. The “Literary 
Tea” was an event that included the reading of 
letters from political prisoners and provided an 
opportunity for the wives and family members to 
comment on the specifi c situations of their loved 
ones.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner-
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, January 17, 2005. The Martí Current 
presented its Citizen Motion on Human Rights 
in Cuba 2004 to the national and international 
press. This document includes a summary of the 
primary violations of this sort that have been ad-
equately verifi ed. The document was presented on 
January 17 in the State Council of the Republic of 
Cuba, with copies provided to the Subcommittee 
for Promoting and Protecting Human Rights, 
part of the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council, and all accredited embassies in the 
country. A few hours after the press conference, 
Martí Current leader and independent journalist 
Moisés Leonardo Rodríguez Valdés was arrested. 
Afterwards, a group of opposition activists still 
at the site of the press conference marched to the 
police station at Zanja and Dragones in Centro 

Habana in solidarity with Rodríguez.
Source: Ariel Delgado Covarrubias. UPECI. 
Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba, January 17, 2005. The 
population living around Parque Céspedes, on 
Aguilera between San Pedro and Santo Tomás, 
gathered around the park shouting at numerous 
police offi cers, calling them abusers and thugs for 
mistreating 30-year-old María Luvín Castañeda, 
who was thrown to the ground, beaten and 
brusquely forced into a police car. Two days ear-
lier, police offi cers confronted three young women 
under the presumption that they were practicing 
prostitution in the same area.
Source: Guillermo Espinosa Rodríguez. APLO. 
Cubanet.

Havana, January 16, 2005. The Ladies in 
White, the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives 
of political prisoners, made their weekly pilgrim-
age to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 
26, Miramar.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Santa Clara, January 15, 2005.  Under the 
slogan, “King of the Heavens, your people wor-
ship you,” thousands of believers affi liated 
with different evangelical denominations cel-
ebrated Christmas with programs at the Camilo 
Cienfuegos cinema in Santa Clara. This is the 
fourth consecutive year that the government 
and local party authorities have permitted the 
Christmas celebration in a rented public place, 
although the organizers were not allowed to an-
nounce the event on the radio or television or in 
the printed press. They also could not hang signs 
on the door of the cinema.
Source: José Moreno Cruz, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

Havana, January 12, 2005. The Citizen’s 
Committee of the Varela Project published a dec-
laration, which was read by its promoter, Oswaldo 
Payá Sardinas, affi rming that “the dialogue is al-
ready a reality and thousands of Cubans are par-
ticipating individually and in citizen groups.” The 
Cuban opposition leader insists that the group’s 
“national dialogue” to design a program of transi-
tion for the island is open to all Cubans, whether 
they live on the island or in exile. The objective 
of the initiative is to draw up a transition pro-
gram that proposes, among other measures, the 
drafting of a new Constitution that will then be 
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submitted to referendum.
Source: EFE. Cubanet.

Matanzas, January 12, 2005. Nearly 20 activ-
ists with the Alternative Option Independent 
Movement, together with their families and 
friends, participated in a public march to cele-
brate the freedom of ex-political prisoner Miguel 
Sigler Amaya, who was released one day earlier. 
The march turned into a public protest when the 
people of the Pedro Betancourt municipality ex-
pressed their sympathy with the human rights 
organization and with the popular political pris-
oner.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement.

January 12, 2005. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners:

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vig-
il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event 
at the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón.
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from vari-
ous organizations got together to put on this event. 
The activists prayed to God and demanded that 
the government unconditionally release all pris-
oners of conscience in Cuba. The vigil took place 
in front of the home of Juan Francisco Guerra 
Perugorría, president of the Libertad Movement, 
on Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each 
candle was dedicated to one of the many political 
prisoners locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., by reading psalms and 
singing the national anthem.
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
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Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas.
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios.
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 

in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC-PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez Manduley #33, municipality of 
Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.
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Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development. Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Villa Clara, January 11, 2005. At dawn, fi ve 
anti-Castro signs hung from an outside wall of 
the Placetas general hospital, located at 4ta. del 
oeste entre 1ra. y 2da. del sur. Two of them read, 
“Down with Fidel!”
Source: María Elena Alpízar Ariosa, Grupo 
Decoro. Cubanet.

Havana, January 9, 2005. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Villa Clara, January 7, 2005. Six pro-democra-
cy activists were intercepted at the place known 
as Los Güiros, along the Santa Clara-Caibarién 
highway, as they drove in a private car toward 
the coastal city to participate in a commemora-
tive event put on by the National Association of 
Rafters for Peace, Democracy and Freedom.

After stopping their vehicle, the police offi cers re-
quested the driver’s license and 30 minutes later 
told them that they could not continue on the ba-

sis that the driver, Julio César Montes Norey, had 
overdue fi nes to pay. Roberto Carlos Pérez, also a 
member of the Christian Democratic Movement 
of Cuba, showed his license and offered to take 
over the wheel, but the offi cer then demanded 
the car’s circulation permit and ordered them to 
the go to the provincial transportation authority. 
Citing the protest in which the nonviolent ac-
tivists had participated, the police told Roberto 
Carlos to drop off the car’s occupants at the ride-
share pick-up point by the Santa Clara exit.

The committee, which also includes Gustavo 
Bermúdez and Miguel Tejada Tenorio, mem-
bers of the same dissident organization, Sandra 
Domínguez Ayala, president of the independent 
medical guild and Attorney Guillermo Fariñas 
Hernández of the Marta Abreu Research Forum, 
were able to reach their destination by taking a 
state-run taxi.
Source: José Moreno Cruz, Cubanacán Press. 
Cubanet.

Havana, January 6, 2005. Various nonviolent 
opposition organizations celebrate Three Kings’ 
Day with songs and gift giving. The Feminine 
Civic Front, led by Gladys Núñez Villarta, and 
the Jesús Yanes Pelletier independent library, 
led by Silvio Herrera Núñez, celebrated the day 
with twenty-some children in Habana Vieja.

Love characterized another of the Three Kings’ 
Day parties, held at the Independent Teachers’ 
Guild, located at Campanario 354 entre San 
Miguel y San Rafael, in Centro Habana.

Soledad Rivas Verdecia, the wife of political pris-
oner Roberto de Miranda, who is the president 
of the guild, reported that nearly 60 children, in-
cluding neighbors and the children of dissidents, 
independent journalists and former political pris-
oners, attended the party. Members of opposition 
groups were also present.
Source: Richard Roselló. Cubanet.

Villa Clara, January 6, 2005. Three Kings’ Day 
was celebrated in a public place in Placetas. The 
event had a great effect on the community be-
cause of the large number of children who attend-
ed. “So many children came out; many more came 
than the number we had invited. We offered them 
soda, candies, snacks, balloons and we bought 
them toys. No one left without a toy; everyone 
went away with a smiling face. They were very 
happy,” said Berta Antúnez Pernet in a letter to 
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Doctor Manuel Alzugaray thanking him for the 
economic assistance they received, which allowed 
them to buy the toys and other party supplies. “A 
man named Blas Fortún Martínez got hold of a 
Santa Claus suit, put it on and walked down the 
entire street with his bag of gifts – it was sen-
sational. The children had never seen anything 
like it; they said he was a king who had come 
from Spain. Along with the gifts he brought a let-
ter addressed to the children that was “from” the 
three wise men,” she wrote.
Source: Pedro Luis Boitel National Civil Resistance 
Movement; Pedro Luis Boitel Independent 
Library. 

Villa Clara, January 6, 2005. The National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom celebrated Three Kings’ Day and 
the seventh anniversary of the group’s found-
ing. Representatives of 13 organizations, along 
with various delegations and wives and families 

of political prisoners joined in the event. A total 
of 79 adults and 22 children from Villa Clara, 
Cienfuegos and Sancti Spíritus participated. All 
of them toasted the organization, ate cake and 
drank soda.
Source: National Association of Rafters for Peace, 
Democracy and Freedom.

January 5, 2005. Vigils for the Freedom 
without Exile of Cuban Political Prisoners:

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people regularly at-
tend this event, which began at 8:30 p.m. at the 
headquarters of the Democratic Front for Cuban 
Liberty, located at Calle 11 #59 e/ Raúl Sánchez 
y San Ignacio, Reparto Cuba Libre.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Virgilio Pita 
Rivera, Democratic Front for Cuban Liberty.

Pinar del Río. Twenty people attended a vig-

January 6 in Placetas: A human rights activist from the Movimiento Nacional de Resistencia Cívica Pedro Luis Boitell dresses 
as Santa Claus and brings gifts to children.
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The Union of  Independent Educators of  Cuba hold a Three Kings’ Day activity at their headquarters on January 6. At the 
top right is Roberto de Miranda, the union’s founder and president.
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il at the home of Xiomara Carmona Cala of the 
Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, located at Edifi cio 8, Apartamento C2, e/ B 
y C, Reparto Hermanos Cruz. 
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz and Xiomara 
Carmona Cala, Democratic Party 30th of 
November “Frank País”. 

Pinar del Río. Between 20 and 30 people par-
ticipated in a vigil held at the home of Conrado 
Rodríguez Suárez, an activist with the Máximo 
Gómez Báez Movement. The house is located at 
Ampliación de Virtudes, e/ 6ta. y Avenida los 
Castillos #23 (interior), Reparto Fénix.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”. Máximo Gómez 
Báez Movement.

Pinar del Río. Twenty-fi ve people attended a 
vigil held at Calle Hidalgo Gato #12, in Puerto 
Esperanza, which serves as the headquarters of 
the Elena Mederos Foundation.
Source: Maday González Puentes, Elena Mederos 
Foundation. Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic 
Party 30th of November “Frank País”.

Pinar del Río. Thirty activists participated in a 
vigil held at Calle Frank País #283, e/ A y 2da., 
Reparto 5 de Septiembre, the home of Ramón 
Suárez Díaz, coordinator of the Democratic Party 

30th of November “Frank País” and the tradition-
al site of this event.
Source: Ramón Suárez Díaz, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Twenty-fi ve people attended an event 
at the home of Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País” activist Anaika Paneca Román, lo-
cated at Calle 12 #14619 e/ 3ra. y 5ta., Alturas de 
Diezmero, San Miguel del Padrón.
Source: Anaika Paneca Román, Democratic Party 
30th of November “Frank País”.

Havana. Representatives and activists from vari-
ous organizations got together to put on this event. 
The activists prayed to God and demanded that 
the government unconditionally release all pris-
oners of conscience in Cuba. The vigil took place 
in front of the home of Juan Francisco Guerra 
Perugorría, president of the Libertad Movement, 
on Calle Villaverde in Reparto Párraga. Each 
candle was dedicated to one of the many political 
prisoners locked away in Cuban jails.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Cubanet.

Matanzas. Eight people participated in a vigil 
held at Calle 3 #1006 e/ 10 A y 12, Reparto San 
Carlos #1, Jovellanos. The members of the Party 
for Democracy “Pedro Luis Boitel” led the vigil, 
which began at 8:30 p.m., by reading psalms and 

Teachers and supporters of  the Union of  Independent Educators of  Cuba celebrate Three Kings’ Day in Havana. The 
activity is part of  the group’s work to restore Cuba’s Christian traditions, cultures and identity.
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singing the national anthem.
Source: Emilio Bringas, Party for Democracy 
“Pedro Luis Boitel”.

Matanzas. About 20 people attended a meeting at 
the home of activist Miguel Sigler Amaya, which 
serves as the headquarters for the Alternative 
Option Independent Movement. The house is lo-
cated in the Pedro Betancourt municipality, at 
Calle 22 #1910, e/ 19 y 21.
Source: Alternative Option Independent 
Movement. Miguel Sigler Amaya.

Matanzas. Activists from the Peace, Love and 
Freedom Party held a vigil in the Perico munici-
pality in the El Roque neighborhood, at the home 
of political prisoner Diosdado González Marrero’s 
family, which is located at Calle Santa Rita #29 
entre Maceo y Santa Teresa. The vigil was led by 
González Marrero’s wife, Alejandrina García de 
la Riva.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Ten human rights activists attend-
ed a vigil at the home of Inés Guerra and Juan 
Carlos Bueno, located at Calle Calixto García 
#96, entre Máximo Gómez y Colón, in the Colón 
Municipality. As always, the vigil began at 8:30 
p.m.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Matanzas. Members of the Peace, Democracy 
and Freedom Party met at the home of Andrés 
Govea Suárez, in the Guareiras community, to 
hold a vigil.
Source: Peace, Love and Freedom Party. 
Alejandrina García de la Riva.

Villa Clara. Fourteen people gathered at the 
home of Amado Ruiz Moreno, an activist with 
the Democratic Party 30th of November “Frank 
País”, in the Placetas municipality.
Source: Democratic Party 30th of November 
“Frank País. Amado Ruiz Moreno.

Villa Clara. A total of 15 activists from the 
National Movement of Civil Resistance “Pedro 
Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB) and the National 
Council for Civil Rights in Cuba participated in 
an event held at the MNRC-PLB headquarters, 
located at Calle 7ma. del Sur #3 entre Paseo 
Martí y 1ra del Este, in Placetas.
Source: The National Movement of Civil Resistance 

“Pedro Luis Boitel”. Bertha Antúnez Pernet.

Villa Clara. Ten activists from the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom attended the event held at Calle 16 
#2518 entre 25 y 27, in Caibarién.
Source: María Caridad Noa González, the National 
Association of Rafters for Peace, Democracy and 
Freedom.

Villa Clara. Ten people gathered at the home 
of Democracy Movement activist Iván Martínez 
Fuentes in Santa Clara, located at Calle A #33 
entre Roble y los Sirios.
Source: Jesús Eloy Alberto Gutiérrez, Democracy 
Movement. Cubanet.

Sancti Spíritus. Between four and six people 
gathered at the home of Noel Salabarría, rep-
resentative of the National Movement of Civil 
Resistance “Pedro Luis Boitel” (MNRC-PLB), 
in Cabaiguán. The house is located at Calle 
Agramante #129 entre Tomás Pérez Castro y 
República.
Source: Cubanet. Noel Salabarría, MNRC-PLB.

Las Tunas. Close to 12 people, including human 
rights activists and relatives of political prison-
ers, participated in a vigil held at the home of 
political prisoner Luis Enrique Ferrer García, lo-
cated at Calle Circuito Norte #88 C, entre Camilo 
Cienfuegos y Calle 32, Puerto Padre, Las Tunas.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Milca 
María Peña Martínez, wife of political prisoner 
Luis Enrique Ferrer García.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Santos 
Hernández, on Cavada No. 4F, in Gibara.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at Street 
Celia Sánchez  #33, municipality of Antilla.
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Holguín. Vigil for Liberty without Forced Exile 
for Cuban Political Prisoners celebrated at San 
Germán, in the house located at Calle 16 #1519 
between 15 and 17, home of Rufi no Peña Peña, 
Christian Liberation Movement activist
Source: Juan Carlos Garcell, APLO, Cubanet.

Santiago de Cuba. Six people, including family 
members of political prisoners and activists with 
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the Christian Liberation Movement, participated 
in a vigil held at the home of the family of politi-
cal prisoner José Daniel Ferrer García, located at 
Calle 7 Final, #318, Loma Blanca, Palmarito de 
Cauto, in the Julio Antonio Mella municipality.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement. Belkis 
Cantillo Ramírez, wife of political prisoner José 
Daniel Ferrer García.

Santiago de Cuba. Twelve people participat-
ed in an event at the home of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe, located at Calle Camilo 
Cienfuegos #151, entre Cayamo y Los Guao, 
Palma Soriano. Those in attendance were family 
members of political prisoners and activists from 
the Christian Liberation Movement.
Source: Christian Liberation Movement, Juana 
Mustafá Elías, daughter of political prisoner 
Jesús Mustafá Felipe.

Isla de Pinos. Between 15 and 20 activists from 
the Isla de Pinos Foundation for Human Rights 
and Territorial Development participated in an 
event held at the group’s headquarters, located 
at Calle 51 #4613 entre 46 y 50, Reparto 26 de 
julio, Nueva Gerona. 
Source: Adel López Nápoles, the Isla de Pinos 
Foundation for Human Rights and Territorial 
Development, Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info 
Press.

Isla de Pinos. The Cultural Civic Project 
“Julio Tang Texier” and the Ernest Hemingway 
Independent Library sponsored a vigil at the 
headquarters of the organization, located at the 
Escuela de Cabo school in La Demajagua, near 
Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press.

Isla de Pinos. Members of the National 
Independent Workers Confederation of Cuba 
(CONIC) held a vigil at the home of Héctor Pachá 
García, the organization’s delegate in Isla de 
Pinos, which is located at Calle 45 #3005 entre 
30 y 32, Nueva Gerona.
Source: Carlos Serpa Maceira, Lux Info Press. 
Héctor Pachá García, CONIC.

Havana, January 4, 2005. The family of Fabio 
Prieto Llorente, the independent journalist sen-
tenced to 20 years in jail, held a meeting to call 
for the release of Prieto Llorente’s and other 
Cuban political prisoners.

Human rights activists from throughout the 

province participated in the meeting, which was 
held at the home of the political prisoner at Calle 
30 No. 4903, Nueva Gerona, Isla de la Juventud. 
The group included María de los Ángeles Cruz 
Batista, wife of the political prisoner Rafael Millet 
–who has yet to face trial– and José Orosmín Díaz, 
prisoner of conscience on conditional release.

“We have gathered this day to celebrate, along 
with all of Cuba, this candlelight vigil. In this 
way, we call for the freedom of all political prison-
ers and prisoners of conscience in Cuba. Let your 
hearts and feelings reach them! Let them know 
that they are not alone! Let this candle be the 
light of God for them and light their way,” said 
Díaz Kolb.

This vigil, which consists of lighting a candle and 
fasting, has been carried out in Cuba for many 
years; it is done to call for the release of the more 
than 300 political prisoners.
Source: Reinaldo Cosano Alén, Lux Info Press.

Havana, January 2, 2005. The Ladies in White, 
the wives, mothers, sisters and relatives of po-
litical prisoners, made their weekly pilgrimage 
to the Santa Rita church at 5ta. Avenida y 26, 
Miramar.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Havana, January 1, 2005. The Ladies in White 
participated in the Mass for Peace held at the 
Catedral de La Habana. They prayed for the free-
dom of political prisoners and for peace in Cuba 
and the world.
Source: Laura Pollán, wife of political prisoner 
Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez.

Camagüey, January 1, 2005. “El Camagüeyano”, 
Volume 3, Number 1 was published in this city. 
The information bulletin is put out by a group of 
Camagüeyan independent journalists led by Luis 
Guerra Juvier.
Source: Boletín El Camagüeyano. Luis Guerra 
Juvier. Directorio Democrático Cubano.

Havana, January 2005. It was learned that 
political prisoner Regis Iglesias Ramírez is car-
rying out a protest because of the way that the 
authorities interfere with his correspondence at 
the Combinado del Este prison, where they are 
demanding that he turn over all of his letters.
Source: Ernesto Martini, Christian Liberation 
Movement.



A comparative analysis of 
civil resistance in Cuba 

from February 2004 through 
January 2005

The Cuban dissident movement 
led 1,805 acts of nonviolent protest 
between February 2004 and January 
2005. Most of these were related 
to the campaign to free political 
prisoners and included vigils, hunger 
strikes and fasts as well as public 
protests with the same aims. During 
this period, 19 new independent 
libraries were established and 21 
new civil institutions were founded. 
Cuban citizens also led numerous 
street protests demanding that their 
rights be respected or raising their 
voice against specifi c injustices. 
There was an observable increase in 
civil activism during this period and 
a clear recovery of the spaces that 
the Havana regime tried to suppress 
with its wave of repression in 2003.
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Vigils, hunger strikes, marches, 
and the courage of the Ladies 
in White, winners of the 2005 
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of 

Thought, were the faces of Cuba’s 
nonviolent opposition in 2004.


